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21% The moſt eſtcemed Hiftory of the Renowned Don Quixote, tranſlated 
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POLITICAL 


ANNALS. 


TAE YA 1698. 


ING WILLIAM, who ſaw his 
health declining every day, would have 
been glad to de aſfured, that in caſe 
the king of Spain, who was as infirm as himſelf, 
ſhould happen to die, it would not oblige Eu- 
rope to enter into a new war, in order to divide 
the ſucceſſion to the crown of Spain between the 
Emperor and France. His plan, in general, was 
to >; Mg the one and the other from be- 

or. IL B coming 
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Gming tho powerful by this ſucceſſion; which 
would ceftaiifly have beth the caſe had either en- 
ey d it fully. He was defirous, for the ſecurity of 
hie ſovereign powers of Europe, to keep up a 
kind of equilibrium of power between theſe two 
princes; who were alike jealous of, and ene- 
mies to each other. In this view he propoſed to 
bring both parties to approve of a ſcheme of 
partition 1 where each claimant might be con- 
tented with the portion allotted him : and, in 
order to induce the king of France and the Em- 
perof to actept tf it, the Englith and Dutch 
were to declare, that they would fide againſt 
either of the two who ſhould refuſe their aſſent. 


— — — - CT — — 


"Lewis XIV. who of his fide looked upon the 
death of the king of Spain as very near, thought 
of keeping his troops in breath, and giving the 
duke of Burgundy, his grandſon, an idea of war: 
to this purpoſe he cauſed an army of 59,000 
men, \the./ two-thirds of them cavalry; to 
be aſſembled near Compeigne. Theſe troops 
made marches, ſent dont parties a foraging, 
fought a ſham, battle, eee a os On 
Wer n dn. | 


| Every one ls have pan, . theſe di- 
| ons and exerciſes; had che king forbidden his 


2 to be at * additional e but, 
from 
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from a deſire of rendering the ſight as agreeable 
as poſſible to the ladies, they ſpent a great deal 


too much. 


No regulation appeared this year for leſſen- 
ing the number of litigious cauſes; for taking off 
the tolls upon bridges and rivers; for repairing 
the bad roads, for putting a ſtop to begging; for 
proportioning the taxes to the incomes of the 
taxables; for facilitating and extending domeſ- 
tic and foreign commerce, nor for giving fuit- 
able encouragement to perſons of ſuperior abili- 
ties, to diſcover means for improving education; 
and other numberleſs parts of the ftate policy. 
The king and his miniſters, devoted all their at- 
tention to find out methods of beginning the war 
with advantage, when they ſhould find themſelves 
obliged to engage in it, upon the death of 
Charles II. of Spain. 


1699. 


The Emperor of the Turks, finding that the 
king of France had made a peace for himſelf, and 
that the emperor of Germany was preparing to 
fall on him with his whole force, made his peace 


likewiſe at Carlowitz; and agreed to a truce of 
twenty-five youn; the Emperor remaining in 
/ B z- 
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poſſeſſion of all his conqueſts in Hungary. 
The Muſcovites had Azof, and the Turks re- 
ſtored Kaminieck to the Poles. 


The Emperbr- might have promiſed himſelf 
many - more. conqueſts in Hungary, but as he 
foreſaw the approaching death of the king of 
Spain, he was willing, to be quiet md ſecure 


on chat ſide. 


. The Electoral prince of Bavaria, ſs BAL the 
Dauphin, had the principal right to the crown of 
Spain, died at the age of ſix years at Bruſſels, in 
the arms of the elector his father, not without 
ſuſpicion (tho* very . unjuſtly) of having been 
poiſoned by the court of Vienna. 


The death of this prince, made the court of 
France turn its thougins towards a new ſcheme 
of partition, 


About this time died Boucherat the chancel- 
lor. His place was given to Ponchartrain, and 
the management of the revenues, which had 
been enjoyed by his father, to Chamillard, 

Man of great integrity and diſintereſtedneſs, 

ut very unequal in point of Capacity for theſe 
affairs to Pontchartrain, who perceiving the ſhort 
Quration of the peace, and having ſufficiently 


expe- 
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experienced the dreadful weight of the manage - 
ment of the revenues during war time, was over- 
joyed at this opportunity of getting rid of it. His 
family was a conſiderable loſer by this diminu- 
tion of his intereſt; but he preferr'd his own 
quiet, which he had long ſighed after, to the 
aggrandiſement of his family. 


The hereſy of the Quietiſts, which had made 
a great noiſe at Rome, where Molinos had been 
condemned ſome years before, began now to make 
much more in France, where it was received 
and countenanced, with ſome ſlight mitigations, 
by the famous Fenelon archbiſhop of Cambrai, a 
man in great reputation for his underſtanding and 
virtue, but one who gave very imprudently into 
the illuſion of a ſuppoſed pure diſintereſted love of 
Cod I ſay, ſuppoſed,” becauſe the Quietiſts have 
always a pleaſure, and a very great one, in their 
endeavours to pleaſe and worſhip God. Now 
this great pleaſure, which is love itſelf, does in 
fact, greatly intereſt mankind, becauſe there is no 
having a love, a great pleaſure in loving God, 
without wiſhing this pleaſure to be eternal in 
heaven: but 1s not this being greatly intereſted 
in it? Thus a pure and wholly diſintereſted love, 
1s a mere chimera; a thing altogether impoſ- 
ſible. | 
B 3 Ac- 


6 pol irt cl ANNALS. 


Accordingly the idle fancies that Fenelon 
had cauſed to be printed, under the reſpectable 
title of Maxims of the Saints, were condemned at 
Rome. But as an honeſt and virtuous man, he ſub- 
mitted with a good grace to this condemnation. 
He even forbid the reading his own book in his 
dioceſs as containing falſe, and heretical propa- 
fitions, and thus he gained more honour by his 
ſubmiſſion, than he had loſt reputation by his errors. 
As to the man himſelf, I was acquainted with, 
him; he had rather a pleaſing wit than a ſolid 

m 


| een een che deen nb 
miſſion of his, was owing to his cunning, and 
the fear of loſing an archbiſhopric worth 
forty thouſand crowns a year; which may 
not be wholly impoſſible: but after all, it 
muſt be owned. that he performed to admira- 
tion the character of a perſon wholly ſubmitted 
to the Pope, and perfectly converted from his 
own errors: now, it is very difficult to play ſuch 
a character well, without being at the ſame time 
mwardly perſuaded. However, it is certain that, 
by this ſubmiſſion, he ſtuck a thorn in the ſide 
of his chief enemy, who was in hopes that upon 
his non-fabmiſffion he would be depoſed, and 
that himſelf would be made archbiſhop of Cam- 


brai in his room. But Fenelon, who — 
3 e 
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ſtorm, drew up his inſtrument of ſubmiſſion 

ſo excellens a manner, that eyery hody was 
perſuaded of the ſincerity of his declaration; 
except Boſſuet, to whom he was glad to give 
the . mortification of being a daily witneſs of the 
laviſh praiſes that were beſtowed by all French 
men on this piece. 


1700. 


The news of the king of Spain's health, was 
every day growing worſe: accordingly the mi- 
niſters of the French court, were every day 
talking more and more of a new ſcheme of 


partition. 


By this ſcheme it was propoſed to give France 
the province of Guipuſcaa, that is to ſay, Fon- 
tarabia, St. Sebaſtian, and Port du Paſſage: 
Lorraine in exchange far the Milaneſe; and to 
give the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily to the 
duke of Anjou, the Dauphin's 2d ſon; together 
with Final, Piombino, Santo Stephano, Porto 
Hercole, Orbitello, Telemone, and Portolon- 


gone. 


As for the kingdom of Spain, the Spaniſh Ne- 
therlands, America, and the reſt of the Spa- 
niſh dominions, they were by this ſcheme of 

B 4 pa- 


partition, to be given to the archduke Charles, 


Por1iTIiCcal ANNALS: 


8 


i to The emperor Joſeph. | 


But the une of Spain, who had the lead 
ing power in their hands, dreaded every kind of 
partition of the monarchy ; and as they ſaw that 
to preſerve it entire, it was, without compariſon, 


| fafer to give it to the duke of Anjou, than to the 


Archduke; they made Charles II. ſign a will, by 
which Philip V. duke of Anjou, ſecond ſon to 


the Dauphin, and' grandſon to Lewis XIV. of 
France, v A 


crown, 


The news of the king of Spain's death, and the 
will he had made, arrived at Fontainbleau about 
the end of October; I was there at that time: 
the king was, at firſt, very doubtful whether he 
ſhould” accept of this will, in favour of his 
grandſon; or whether ne ſhould abide by the 
treaty of partition, which had been ſigned at 


London by Maréchal de Tallard, and by 


d Avaux at the Hague. 


Had king William, and the Dutch, foreſeen 
a will in favour of Philip V. they would cer- 
tainly have ſtipulated in the treaty of partition, 
that Lewis, in caſe of ſuch a will, ſhould pre- 
vent its being put in execution, and maintain 
87 405 the 
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the treaty in its full force; which he would at 
that time have readily agreed to, and would 
not been to be moved even by the will 
itſelf, 1 | 


But no body once thought of providing againſt 
an event of this kind, and yet it was very eaſy to 
be foreſeen: but upon its happening ſo unexpect- 
edly, the Dauphin, contrary to his uſual cuſtom, 
talked ſo high in council, that he quickly 
carried the majority of voices on his fide; ſo 
that the chancellor Ponchartrain and de Torci, 
who maintained that the king ought to abide by 
the treaty of partition, were not hearkened to: 
and the king at length yielded to the Dauphin's 
advice. | | 


Accordingly, at the breaking up of the coun- 
eil, the duke of Anjou was declartd king of 
Spain, and acknowledged ſuch by the whole 
court; and likewiſe by the ambaſſador of that 
nation, Caſtel dos Rios, by bowing the knee, 
and kiſſing his hand in token of his ſovereignty. 


Philip V. the new king of Spain, immediate- 
ly diſpatched a courier to the Elector of Bavaria, 
to aſſure him of the title of perpetual governor of 
the Low Countries, of which he already had the 


government: together with the promiſe of an 
handſome 
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handſome penſion, far himſelf and his eldeſt ſan: 
now, as the Elector was at that time diſcon- 
tented with the Dutch and the court af Vienna, 
he made no ſcruple of declaring for the new king 


of Spain. 


William III. and the Dutch, thought that 
Lewis had only amuſed them with the treaty of 
partition, while he was priyatcly negociating this 
will in Spain; hut herein they were miſtaken: 
Lewis himſelf was ſurpriſed at the will, and it is 
even certain that had he been ſure of poſltfling 
vithout war, what had been promiſed him by 
the treaty of partition, he would never have de- 
parted from it: but finding that the Engliſh and 
Dutch could never prevail upon the courts of 
Vienna to accede to this treaty, he ſaw very 
well that on one fide he could never avoid a war, 
and on the other, he ſuſpected that William 
had deceived him, and intended to manage mat- 
ters with the emperor, ſo as that nothing of all 
this partition would remain to France, 


| Now, as there was a neceſſity of going to war 
again, he very prudently choſe rather to do it 
while in poſſeſſion of all Spain, than after hav- 
ing ſuffered the Archduke to be put in poſſeſ- 
Bon of the Indies, and the Spaniſh continents; and 


t 
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this was the judicious reaſon that determined the 
king to accept of the will, and carry on the war, 


What proves theſe ſuſpicions of Lewis to be 
well founded, is, that as ſoon as the treaty of par- 
tition was known to the parliament of England, 
it was greatly diſapproved of there; infomuch, 
that ſome of the members moved that thoſe who 
had adviſed the king to accept of it, ſhould be 
proceeded againſt as traitors to their country. 
Theſe were the arguments uſed by the Engliſh 
parliament : We have made the league of Augſ- 
burg, and: we have carried on the war for eight 
or nine years at immenſe expence, in order to 
weaken the force of an over-powerful neigh- 
bour, one whoſe ambition has no bounds, and 
who pays no regard ta treaties, and you are go- 
ing to make a {till greater addition to this exorbi- 
tant power by this treaty of partition; giving him 
Lorraine, the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, a 
fine port in Spain, and two other good places, 
without having any ſecurity that he ſhall put 
ſtricter bounds to his ambition, or be more faith- 
ful and obſervant of his promiſes. 


All this proves that, had the king followed 
the councils of cardinal Mazarin, and at the 
death of the queen his mother, in 1666, made 
it an inviolable law to himſelf, firſt, exactly to ob- 

ſerve 
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ſerve the renunciation made by the queen 
his wife, in the treaty of the Pyrenees in 
1659; and, in the next place, never to take up 
arms unleſs to oblige his neighbours, when at 
variance with each other, to end their diſputes 
by arbitration, and ſo to procure peace amongſt 
them, by declaring for that power who ſhould 
appear willing to accept of the arbitration; he 
would not, in 1700, have met with any reſiſtance 
from the powers of Europe; in the execution of 
the will made in favour of his grandſon. For 
he would then have been regarded by all his 
neighbours, not as an enemy, or as likely to be- 
come one, but as their common friend, and the 
perpetual peace maker of Europe. Now, it 
would rather be defired that the common friend, 

the protector of juſtice, the preſerver of ſovereign 
ſtates in the full enjoyment of their rights, ſnould 
increaſe his power, than that he ſhould ſuffer / 
any diminution «uk it. 2 


The king of Spain arrived at Madrid' in De- 
cember, and was without any difficulty acknow- 
ledged king throughout that monarchy, as well 
as that of the Indies, 


But the Engliſh, the Dutch, and the Em- 
peror, retaining their former ſentiments, which 
had induced them to form che league of Augſ- 

. bourg 
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Gourg, made preparations for war, and endea- 
voured to unite all the other powers of Europe 
againſt France and Spain. 


The emperor of Germany was become much 
ftronger by the peace he had made with the 
Turks; but France had likewiſe received an 
additional ſtrength by its junction with Spain: ſo 
that the war ſeemed likely to laſt ſo much the 
longer, as the two oppoſite parties were more 
upon a balance in power: but thoſe who were 
at that time in the French and Spaniſh miniſtry, 
being perſons of very indifferent capacities, and 
little uſed to buſineſs, the affairs of both nations 
felt the effects of this deficiency. 


1701. 


Prince Eugene entered Italy, by the way of 
Trentin, at the head of 30, ooo of the Imperial 
forces, with a deſign of penetrating either into 
the Milaneſe or the kingdom of Naples, and to 
ſettle himſelf in the poſſeſſion of one or other of 
thoſe places. Marechal de Catinat, with 25,000 
men endeayoured in vam to diſpute the paſs. 
He entered the Milaneſe in ſpite of him, and 
ſeized upon ſeveral poſts, 
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The duke of Savoy joined the French army 
with 8000 of his troops, with the title of Ge- 
neraliſſimo of the French Forces. It was reſolv- 
ed to drive the Imperialiſts from their poſts; but 
they were attacked unſucceſsfully at Chiari. The 
French loſt a number of men, * were very 
rudely repulſed. | 


Here it was chat we firſt began to perceive 
the error our court had committed, in giving the 
whole command to the duke of Savoy againſt his 
coulin prince Eugene, and to ſuſpect that there 
was a ſecret negociation carried on between 
them, for driving the French out of Italy. 


King William and the Dutch were indeed 
fully perſuaded, that the king of France had 
only an intention of amuſing and deceiving them 
by the partition treaty : but what completely de- 
termined them to league with the emperor to de» 
throne the king of Spain, was an imprudent ſtep 
which Lewis XIV. took in acknowledging the 
Prihce of Wales for king of England, upon 
the death of his father, which happened at this 
Junttute i this was acting in direct contravention 
to the laft treuty, by which Lewts acknowledged 
| was for lawful ſoveteign of Eng- 
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It is faid that king William and the Dutch, 
would not have entered into this league, or at 
leaſt would have engaged in it ſo warmly, had 
the king deferred acknowledging the Prince of 
Wales 'till he had found cauſe of complaint a- 
gainſt the Engliſh and the Dutch; and it is pro- 
bable that they would, but for this affair, have 
propeſed as mediators, to give Italy, and the 
Low Countries, to the Archduke, which would 
have been another fort of partition, and would 
have ſpared Europe a thirteen years bloody 
war, in which both parties expended above an 
hundred millions of crowns, and loſt above 
200,000 men, to bring about after all, that 
ſmall partition of the Spaniſh monatchy, which 
took place by the treaty of peace at Utrecht: 
and which would have coſt nothing to cither of 
the parties by ſuch a mediation, 


| King William, who found himſelf ſenſibly 


piqued, had no great trouble to perſuade. the 
Engliſh to grant the ſame ſupplies as in the pre- 
ceding war, by' repreſenting to them, that the 
king of France, by thus publickly acknowledg- 
ing a new king of England, gave a fufficient proof 
that he only waited an occaſion of ſetting a po- 
Piſh prince over them, one who had been brought 
up in the principles of arbitrary government, 
and an hatred to parliaments. 
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He eaſily -perſuaded them. that there was 
no ſafety for the eſtabliſned government, but 
by leſſening the power of the houſe of France, 
fince-it was evident that there was no relying on 
French promiſes. He gave them hopes that the 
duke of Savoy, and the king of Portugal, would 


join them as ſoon as they ſhould appear to be in 


a condition to ſupport thoſe powers; and that by 
the peace with the Turks, the Emperor had 
gained a greater acquiſition of ſtrength than 
Spain was able to throw on the fide of France. 
On the other hand, he pointed out to them new 


\ conqueſts to be made upon the Spaniards in 
America, to indemnify them for the neceſſary 


expences of the war, 


FTheſe conſiderations, joined to the antient 
hatred of the Engliſh to the French, induced the 
parliament to grant ſupplies for carrying on the 
war even beyond what William's moſt ſanguine 
hopes could have flattered him with, and ſuch was 
the conſequence of acknowledging James II. for 
king of England; an acknowledgment-that was 
of no real advantage to that prince, nay, was ra- 
ther of greatdetriment tohim in the ſequel, as it 
proved the occafion of a war that almoſt ruined his 
chief protector. and put it out A ge to 
aſliſt him effedtually : mini time. „ 
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Lewis was ſome days before he would conſent 
to acknowledge the king: but the tears of the 
queen of England, and the intreaties of Madam 
de Maintenon, who had been won over by thoſe 
tears, worked ſo powerful on him, and juſt at 
that time he gave ſo little attention to the effect 
that this acknowledgment was likely to have on the 
minds of the Engliſh nation, and of king Willi- 
am in particular, that in one of the moſt im- 
portant conjunctures of his life, he liſtened only 
to the diftates of compaſſion, which prevented 
him from foreſeeing the dreadful diſaſters that 
this action would bring on himſelf and the whole 
nation, and confequently on the queen of Eng- 
land and the prince her ſon. 


In the addreſs which the Engliſh houſe of 
lords ſent to king William on this occaſion, they 
earneſtly intreated him not to make peace with 
France on any terms, till his majeſty and the 
nation ſhall have received formal ſatisfation for 
the great indignity and inſult offered them by the 
French king, in acknowledging and can/ing to be pro- 
claimed as king of England, the pretended prince of 
Wales: and the parliament voted 40,000 land 
forces to act againſt France, 


To carry on the war againſt ſo many powerful 
enemies, it was found neceſſary to have recourſe 


T anew 
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anew to the poll-tax. It was accordingly revived, 
but in a ſomewhat better form than the firſt time ; 
for now care was taken to tax the ſeveral bodies 
at a certain ſum, with liberty to each body to aſſeſs 
every member in proportion to his income: for in 
this newedict, which was publiſhed in the month 
of March 1701, the term income (revenue) was 
added to that of rank (dignite); whereas in the 
edit of the former eſtabliſhment, the tax was 
ſettled wholly in proportion to the difference of 
rank, and not the difference of income in each 
member of the ſame body ; which was the more 
abſurd, as the income 1s the only thing that ſhould 


be taxed. 


am very ſenſible that in cities, where there 
are large bodies of judges, radeſmen, and mer- 
chants, the members cannot know what each 
other are really worth, without obliging them to- 
give in an exact eſtimate of their annual incomes 

-and debts. But there is ſtill an inconvenience 
even here, which is, that one half of the inhabi- 
tants of a city are incorporated into no company 
or body whatever, and thoſe of their own claſs 
have no way of judging of their incomes but by 
their outward expences, which is at beſt but a very 
uncertain eſtimate, for ſome may ſpend much 

more than their income, and others much leſs. 


But 
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+ But the caſe is ſtill worſe out of cities, for there 
are no corporations in the villages, or ſmall country 
towns. Now, how can it be expected that the 
intendant can be ſure of proportioning the tax 
to the income of the perſon taxed, if ſuch perſon 
does not give him an account of his income ? 


But the greateſt inconvenience is, that unleſs 
an account be given in by all the ſubjects of 
their annual incomes, the council not knowing 
the abſolute income of each body, can never be 
aſſured that the ſeveral bodies will be proportion- 
ably taxed amongſt themſelves: this will occaſion 
great diſproportions and grievances. Therefore 
the who'e muſt depend upon the account that 
every principal gives in of his income: and this 
is what the cler have ordered to be done lately, 
in order to obſerve a juſt proportion in their aſſeſſ- 
ments between dioceſe and dioceſe, and between 
benefice and benefice in the ſame dioceſe, 


Chamillard made an addition to the ſalaries; and, 

at the ſame time, raiſed rents upon the farms : 
he made a new recoinage: of the money, and 
obliged every one to bring their ſilver plate to 
the mint. 


But in railing the price of the money, with 


regard to the numerical value of the word Are, 
C 2 the 
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the ſellers of commodities raiſed the numerical 
price of their goods in the ſame proportion. 
Thus the king's revenues ſuffered a real diminu- 
tion in their worth, while the warlike ſtores, 
proviſions, and cloathing for the uſe of the troops, 
were purchaſed at an advanced price. 


Strangers were conſiderable gainers by us in 
many reſpects, but chiefly by reſtamping our 
money, which increaſed in value by being thus re- 
ſtamped. Theſe alterations in the coin put a check 
to commerce, by making people more cautious 
than ever how they ventared to lay out their 
money. 


Payments of rents were made every day in 
money, one-third leſs in weight than that which 
the debtor had received. Now, I have demon- 
ſtrated that every increaſe in the mark of ſilver 
in the French livre, is in fact a very large ſub- 
ſidy, and that it is by far the moſt burthenſome 
to the ſtate, of any other that has hitherto been 


put in practice. 
1502. 


This year paſſed in open war on all fides, in 
Flanders, Germany, Italy, Spain, and America; 
and was attended with various degrees of ſuc- 
ceſs, according to the different talents of the 


commanders on each ſide. 
This 


* 
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This war had the greater appearance of being 
laſting, as the belligerent powers ſeemed nearly 
equal in force, eſpecially upon the death of 
king William, who, had he lived, would have 
thrown the balance of power much ſooner into 
the emperor's ſcale, 


This monarch, who was poſſeſſed of great 
talents for governing, always retained a remem- 
brance of the contemptuous manner in which he 
had been treated by Lewis XIV. in 2692. He 
had a great pleaſure in being revenged on him 
for it, by ſhewing him that he was nothing leſs 
than contemptible. No one knew better than 
himſelf how to make a proper uſe of whatever 
injuries, perſonal or natural, the neighbours of 
Lewis had received at his hands; to inſpire them 
with a diffidence and hatred for him, and to per- 
ſwade the ſovereign powers near him, that they 
ought to regard him as the common enemy of 
Europe ; the continual diſturber of the public 
peace; and that it was time to diſpoil the lion 
of his teeth. 


This prince left Europe, eſpecially the Engliſh, 
incenſed for a long time againſt Lewis, and the 
whole French nation : and with the Dutch, 
he left the penſionary Heinſius, who was his 
creature, and had perſonal cauſe of complaint for 

C 3 the 
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the injurious treatment he formerly received at 
Orange, by the French king's expreſs order. 


Prince Eugene of Savoy, who remembered 
how he had been lighted in France, in his 
younger days, by the king and his miniſter Lou- 
vois, was on his ſide charmed to have an oppor- 
tunity of ſnewing him in Italy that he was far 
from being deſpicable, and that he was very de- 
ſerving of being employed in the ſervice of France, 
as he at that time deſired. Accordingly, he la- 
boured afliduouſly by a number of promiſes, to 
detach the duke of Savoy his relation, from our 
alliance, and mer with ſucceſs, 


Catinat ſoon perceived the duke did not act 
with integrity: but Villeroi and Teſſẽ, who were 
more eaſily cajoled, ſupported him in Lewis's 
opinion,” till the truth was at length revealed, 
and the king ſaw the error he had committed 
in giving him the command of the troops, 
againſt the advice of Catinat. 


Qucen Anne, ſecond daughter of the late king 
James II. ſucceeded her brother-in-law king 
William, and was eaſily perſuaded by her parlia- 
ment to continue the war againſt the two 
crowns. | 
| Churchill 
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Churchill, afterwards earl and duke of Marl- 
borough, who 'was young, portly, well made, 
brave, and of an elevated underſtanding, had 
the principal ſhare in her confidence. He was 
made general of the Engliſh forces, a poſt of 
great profit; and he was very fond of money. 
This was another reaſon of protracting the war 
for the private intereſts of perſons nearly con- 
nected with the ſovereign, frequently prevail 
over thoſe of the public. 


The Marquis de Villars, who ſerved as licute- 
nant-general upon the Rhine under Catinat, pro- 
poſed to the king a ſcheme for paſſing that river 
at Huninguen, to aſſiſt the elector of Bavaria, 
who was making a powerful diverſion in the em- 
pire. Lewis ſent back the plan to Catinat at 
Straſbourg, with orders to put it in execution him- 
ſelf if he thought it practicable; and if not, to 
give it to the marquis de Villars to execute, who 
had projected it. The marſhal judged it im- 
practicable, and therefore would not take it upon 
himſelf, but gave the command to the marquis 
de Villars. What hindered marſhal Catinat 
from taking it upon himſelf, was his having en- 
tertained too high a notion of the ſkill of prince 
Lewis of Baden, general of the army of the em- 
pire, which was then defending the Rhine, to 
hazard ſuch an attempt juſt under his eye. To 
C 4 ſucceed 
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| ſucceed, required the greateſt activity in the 


troops, and the general in particular, and an 
earneſt deſire of being made a marſhal of France: 
accordingly Villars, did not ſleep more than two 
or three hours at moſt in the day for a whole 
fortnight. He paſſed the Rhine, and gained a 
battle to the eaſtward of that river : this ſucceſs 
made him, at that time, a marſhal of France. 


Almoſt every week produced money edits, 
under different pretences : ſuch as creation of an- 
nuities, creation of nobles, creation of knights 
in Flanders, creation of new annuities on the 
city at the ſixteenth penny, creation of new fala- 
ries, &c. &c. 


The edi relating to the loan-office (caiſſe 
d Emprunts) is now no longer in force; becauſe 
it failed in anſwering its engagements: it was a 
kind of bank, whither perſons who had maney 
lying by them, which they thought they 
ſhould not have occaſion for in ſix months, carried 
it, and received intereſt for it. The lender re- 
ceived a note payable in ſix months, including 


the intereſt for his money for that time; and, as 


it had continued to anſwer its engagements very 
exactly for ſome years, every one carried their 
uſeleſs caſh thither;*and the major part, inſtead 
of drawing it out at the expiration of the ſix 


months, 
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months, let it remain, and took up freſh notes. 
An eſtabliſhment of this kind might be uſeful, 
and exiſt : 1ſt, If the bank was to lend the ſame 
money upon ſecurities or credit to other borrowers, 
and at a ſomewhat greater intereſt than that it 
was to pay to the lenders ; for then the intereſt 
that the bank received with one hand from the 
borrowers, it might pay away with the other to 
the lenders, with a ſmall profit remaining to it- 
ſelf; and ſuch an eſtabliſhment would deſtroy 
the uſurers : 2dly, This bank ſhould lend only 
to merchants, and that in proportion to their 
credit, founded on their worth, ſkill in trades 
economy, integrity, and exact obſervance of 
their promiſes. The lenders to the fund would 
be certain that, from the profits it made, it could 
eaſily pay them off their capital and intereſt: 
3dly, It ought to be a perpetual company of in- 
duſtrious perſons; no one to be choſen a member 
but by three-fourths of the voices in ſcrutiny. 
If it was to admit idle, prodigal, whimſical people; 
ſuch who had neither honeſty, punctuality, nor 
experience; builders, purchaſers of houſes, lands, 
and eſtates, gameſters, and ſuch hke, the credit 
of the office would ſoon link to nothing: 4thly, 
It would be neceſſary, in order to keep up an 
emulation of induſtry and virtue in this company, 
that there ſhould be ſeveral places of more diſtinc- 
tion 


— 
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tion and profit than others, tenable for ſix — 
n ee 1 


ann bes a — fupply thus 
kept up, thoſe who took the moſt pains, and la- 
boured with more utility than others, e — 
5 364 
a1 >< 10 en n 4 
There Was oat edit of great wan to the 
public ſervice; viz, that by which the place of 
commiſſary of the marine was put up to ſale to 
FH the higheſt bidder, inſtead of chuſing the com- 
miſſaries general by ſcrutiny, from amongſt thirty 
private commiſſaries; and the intendant of the 
marine by ſcrutiny, from n thirty commil- 
RT —_— 4 
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Such 2 thethot' as ; this * "qdickly form a 
body of excellent clerks in the marine: in- 
deed, it was abſolutely againſt the intereſt of the 
ſtate, to introduce venality into offices of ſuch 
high importance, which require the moſt un- 
wearied pains and afſiduity to diſcharge ſucceſs- 
fully: on the contrary, they ought to have in- 
troduced, by this method of ſcrutiny, a ſpirit of 
emulation amongſt thoſe who had laboured for 
many years. It is certain that the method of 
_— theſe employments, without ſufficiently 
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examining into the national merit of the candi- 
dates, is of the moſt pernicious conſequence. 


1703. | 
This year the king made eleven new marſhals 
of France. 


De Chamilli ; an obliging, generous-ſpirited 
man, and one who was very bountiful in his 
expences, but greatly inferior in parts and un- 
derſtanding to his elder brother, who was 
dead. | 


Roza, a Livonian; an excellent general of the 
horſe, and a man of great ſenſe. 


D'Uxelles; the man of pleaſure, the thorough 
courtier, and the indifferently good citizen. 


De Tallard; a ſubtle-ſpirited man, very ambi- 
tious, and very reſtleſs; he could not ſee at all at 
a diſtance, a great defect in a ſoldier: but tho 
he was ſhort-ſighted, his views were very exten» 
ſive. He was a good courtier, 


De Harcourt; an excellent officer, a {kilful 
negociator, little of the courtier, and a good 
citizen. 


De 
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De Chateau Renaud; one of middling parts, 
but brave, enterpriſing, and fortunate. 


D*Etrees; a perſon of wit and humour, and 
one who underſtands the marine; but not fo 
well as marſhall de Tourville, 


De Vauban; an excellent military officer, eſpe- 
cially for the fortificaton and attack of places; an 
excellent citizen, and a zealous protector of 


merit in diſtreſs, 


De Teſſe; an excellent courtier, polite, affa- 
ble, and obliging. | 


De Montrevel ; polite, gallant, but his affairs 
much confuſed. 


De Marſin; emulous, generous, virtuous; an 
indifferent general, greatly diſordered in his 
affairs. 


— 


The elector of Bavaria had declared for France, 
and thought that the princes and towns in Ger- 
many, which encloſed him on the ſide of 
France, would accept of a neutrality, as leſs 
expenſive and dangerous than a war; but he 
was much deceived in his expectations: ſo that 


by 
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by declaring for king Philip, he found himſelf 
obliged to act offenſively againſt thoſe who had 
refuſed the neutrality. He wrote in a preſſing 
manner to France, repreſenting that he was on 
the eve of having his on country over- run by 
the troops of the empire, which were greatly 
ſuperior to his, unleſs ſpeedily aſſiſted by the 
French arms: but the French were in want of a 
convenient paſſage on the Rhine, ſuch as the 
fort of Kehl, which is ſituated at the end of 
the bridge of Straſbourg, and which they could 
not hope to make themſelves maſters of under the 
eye of the famous prince of Baden, without at- 
tacking him in the midſt of winter, and before 
he could reaſſemble his troops. 


This was undertaken and effected by marſhal 
Villars. During the months of December and 
January, he got together every thing that was 
neceſſary for his project: he then put his 
troops in motion, and with a diſpatch peculiar 
to himſelf, appear'd before Kehl the latter end 
of February : as he had taken all neceſſary pre- 
cautions the artillery was admirably well ſerved, 
and the place ſurrendered the thirteenth day 
after opening the trenches. 


This conqueſt opened him an eaſy communi- 
cation with the elector, and they might jointly 
| have 
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have made a conſiderable progreſs: but as the 
elector and he could not afterwards agree upon a 

plan, he deſired to be recalbd, and the marſhal 
de Marſin was appointed to ſucceed him, 


The court of France was guilty of a fault in 
not. appointing a perſon of marſhal Villars's chuſ- 
ing, to tranſact buſineſs with the elector: this 
would have kept up a good underſtanding be- 
tween the two generals, and have contributed to 
make the elector more readily approve of the 
marſhal's advice. 


The events of war, both by ſea and land, 
were on the whole pretty equally divided, accord- 
ing to the capacities of the commanders, and the 
ſuperiority of force; but the moſt diſagreeable 
event that happened to France, was the defec- 
tion of the duke of Savoy, whom the emperor 
had won over by offers ſuperior to any that had 
been made him by the other two kings; for he 
was always to be ſold to the beſt bidder. Ac- 
cordingly he was declared an enemy, and would 
to heaven both princes had looked upon him 
as ſuch two years ſooner, then they would not 


have loſt Italy. 


More creations of offices, both great and ſmall, 


appeared n now than during the whole miniſtry of 
Phe- 
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Phẽlipeaux de Porchartrain. Every thing was 
ſold to raiſe money. 


On the. 27th of June of this year, the parlia- 
ment made a new regulation concerning the 
college of Harcourt, which ſhews that ſuch regu- 
lations ſhould be made to each college every ten 
years, and this commiſſioꝑ ſhould be given 
to two commiſſioners of the perpetual office which 
had the care of the colleges, and the education of 
youth for its department. 


1704. 


After marſhal Villars left Germany, affairs put 
on a very different face; for the duke of Marl- 
borough was ſent thither with prince Eugene, 
and upwards of 30,000 Engliſh, which obliged 
our court to diſpatch marſhal Tallard with 20,000 
men to ſupport the elector of Bavaria. The 
Imperialiſts, however, gained a complete and 
deciſive victory at Hochſtet: in which the mar- 
ſhal himſelf, together with twenty-ſeven com- 
plete battallions, were made priſoners of war. 
Our marſhal committed a great fault that day, in 
thinning his center to ſtrengthen his right wing. 
Marlborough was informed of this by ſome offi- 
cers, whom he ſtationed in the belfrey of a neigh- 
bouring church to obſerve the enemies motions, 

and 
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and immediately made detachments from his 
right wing to reinforce his main body, with 
which he attacked ours, and threw it into diſor- 
der, which was preſently followed by a total 
defeat. 


The marſhal alledged in his own juſtification, 
that there had never been an inſtance of a battle 
being loſt by the center of an army : to which it 
was anſwered, © It was very true; but that was 
„ becauſeno general had ever thought of weaken- 
ing his center.“ 


Another great fault was, that the French army 
had it in their power to decline coming to a bat- 
tle for two or three days, in which time they 

| would have receiveda reinforcement of eight or 
ten thouſand men. 


The elector of Bavaria and marſhal Marſin had 
gained ſome advantage with the left wing of their 
army over the right of the enemy commanded 
by prince Eugene; but ſeeing the reſt of the 
army defeated and put to flight, they retired with 
precipitation and repaſſed the Rhine. The elector 
returned to Flanders to take upon him the com- 
mand there, and left his country to the mercy of the 
conqueror. All this proceeded from the elector's 


want of confidence in marſhal Villars, and his re- 
fuſing 
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refuſing to comply with his advice and plans: 
and this want of confidence aroſe from a trifling 
ſource that would hardly ever have been gueſſed 
at; which was this; Torcy, the miniſter for foreign 
affairs, had placed one Nicouſſe about the perſon 
of the elector, with the character of envoy from 
our court; a man who did not want for under- 
ſtanding or capacity, but whoſe vanity made him 
think himſelf a greater general than Turenne, 
and a deeper politician than Richelieu. 


Unfortunately, marſhal Villars uſed to ridicule 
the airs of importance this man gave himſelf, and 
treat his ſchemes ag idle and viſionary. Stung to 
the quick, and reſolved to be revenged on the 
marſhal for theſe inſults, he had recourſe to 
the moſt inſinuating flattery with the elector; 
making the marſhal always appear in the wrong 
in his eyes, and inceſſantly inſpiring him with a 
jealouſy in reſpe& to the command. Till then 
the elector had confided greatly in the marſhal; 
but ſhortly afterwards, his highneſs, after having 
conferred with Ricouſſe in the morning upon 
what had been ſettled between himſelf and the 
marſhal over night, uſed to ſend the latter word 
that he had altered his opinion, concerning what 
they had agreed upon the evening before; and 
this behaviour he repeated almoſt every day. 


Vor. II. D At 
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At length the miſunderſtanding between the 


two generals grew to ſuch an height, that Ri- 
couſſe ſoon gained his point by making the 
marſhal deſire to be recalled :. thus Ricouſſe was 
indirectly one principal cauſe of the unhappy 
event at Hochſtet, which threw the ſuperiority 
greatly on the ſide of the enemy for the remain- 
der of the war; and would have ended in the 


overthrow of the French and Spaniſh monarchies, 


had not ſome fortunate conjunctures fallen out 
in their favour. Conjunctures which, tho' ow- 
ing to as triffling and obſcure a cauſe as the others, 
were nevertheleſs productive of an event ſtill 


more fortunate for the houſe of France than 


that at Hochſtet had been fatal to it. This re- 
minds us of the fable of the eagle and the beetle. 


After the battle of Hochſtet, we had the mor- 
tification of ſeeing Landau fall again into the 
hands of the Germans, and to hear of an inſur- 
rection among the Cevennois ; who was ſo ſtrongly 
ſupported by money from England and Holland, 
that the court was obliged to ſend marſhal Vil- 
lars againſt them; who partly by force, partly by 
gentleneſs and promiſes, put an end to the in- 
ſurrection i in leſs than a month. 


The count de Toulouse, one of qur admirals, 
with about forty- eight ſhips, engaged the Engliſh 


| and 
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and Dutch fleets in the Mediterranean, off Mala- 
ga upon the coaſt of Spain, and remained maſter 
of the field of battle. The loſs of the enemy 
was greatly ſuperior to ours; but we loſt the 
Bailli of Lorraine, commandant of Picton, which 
commandery was afterwards given to my brother 
the chevalier de St. Pierre, then licutenant- gene- 
ral of the veſſels of Malta, The marquis of 
Belliſle-Erard, chef d'eſcadre, a brave and ex- 
perienced officer, loſt his life likewiſe in this en- 
gagement: he was married to one of my nicces. 


The Engliſh being informed that there were 
no more than an hundred Spaniards in the gar- 
riſon of Gibraltar, landed 12,000 men, and 
made themſelves maſters of the place with very 
little difficulty, 


Stahremberg, with 8 or 10,000 men, made 
his paſſage good through Italy, in ſpite of M. 
Vendome, and joined the duke of Savoy: but 
M. Vendome attacked Verceil, and after making 
himſelf maſter of the place, ordered the fortifi- 
cations to be demoliſhed. 


The court created eight more inſpectors- gene- 
ral of the marine, 100 commiſſaries of. the claſ- 
ſes, and eight commiſſioners of the victualling: 
but ſuch commiſſions in the hands of people who 

 _ D 2 have 
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have no other virtues or talents than the money 
that they purchaſe them withal, are greatly de- 
trimental to the ſervice of the king and ſtare. 


Much at the ſame time, the court iſſued 
a proclamation, which was very unjuſt, and very 
hurtful to the public and its commerce; ordering, 
that the paper money, which was at twelve or 
fifteen per cent. below par, ſhould be taken in pay- 
ment as current caſh.” This was occaſioned by 
the great ſcarcity of money at that time, or rather 
the bad ſtate of public credit, and the great de- 


fect in the circulation of money. 


* 


Chamillard now recalled Deſmarets, and made 
him director of the finances: he was a man of 
great abilities, and one who would have been of 
much more uſe to the regent, during his go- 
vernmenit, than Law, who was employed by him. 
I read with great pleaſure the memorial he wrote 
by way of apology for his miniſtry. He would 
never have committed the fault Law did, in 

iſſuing out greater number of bills than the bank 
had actually caſh to diſcharge. But this is com- 
monly the effect of their miſtaken notions, who 
think that the banks of London, Amſterdam, > 
and the India companies, have frequently more 
current notes than they have ready money in 
ſtock, 


— — — — ui 3 


| PoL1T1ICAL ANNALS. 37 


ſtock, or merchandize, or good debts to —_— 
them withal. 


After the defeat of the king of Sweden by the 
Czar at Pultowa, Staniſlaus Lezinſki, king of 
Poland, was driven from his kingdom, and re- 
tired into ſome lands belonging to the king of 
Sweden in Alſace, and from thence he went to 
Veiſſembourg. His only daughter is now queen 


of France, and mother to the Dauphin. 


1705. 

As the forces of Drum and Spain, were al- 
moſt every where inferior to thoſe of the enemy, 
ſince the battle of Hochſtet; the generals of both 
nations were ordered to hazard nothing, but only 
to keep upon the defenſive, and ſpin out the 
war as long as poſſible; that we might be in a 
condition to lay hold on any favourable conjunc- 
ture that ſhould offer in time, to diſunite or gain 
over one of the confederate powers, and thereby 
weaken the preſent formidable alliance. 


The allies on the other hand, who dreaded a 
diviſion among themſelves, induſtriouſly ſought 
every occaſion of making a ſpeedy advantage of 
their ſuperiority. Marlborough was for penetrating 
into France by Lorraine and Champaigne, as the 

D 3 moſt 
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moſt defenceleſs parts of the kingdom, and was 
in hopes he ſhould be able to ſettle contributions 


there, and even ſell paſſports to Paris itſelf; a 
kind of trafi he was very fond of. 


To gain his point he was to take the field very 
early, and enter Champaigne with the marquis 
of Baden, who was to join him in beſieging 
Metz. | 


Villars was made choice of by the king to 
oppoſe Marlborough, at that time our moſt for- 
' midahle enemy; and whoſe plan of operation ap- 
peared the moſt dangerous for France. 


Villars ſet out in the beginning of March, to 
reconnoitre the bei poſts in that country, and to 
pitch upon a camp that might be ſuch as the enemy 
muſt be obliged to make themſelves maſters of 
before they could take the field with ſecurity ; 
and likewiſe be fo ſtrongly fortified in a month's 
time, as not to leave them any hopes of ſucceſs 
in attacking it. 


He found one of this kind near Sirck, which 
he took poſſeſfion of, and ſtrongly fortified him- 
felf therein, before Marlborough could poſſibly 
prevent him; who finding him fo advantageouſly 


poſted, and his camp fo ſtrongly defended would 
| | not 


c 
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not venture to attack him: but changing his 
firſt deſign, he returned by the way of Leige, 
bitterly complaining of the dilatorineſs of the 
marquis of Baden, who commanded the troops 
of the Empire; But he ought to have known 
that the German colonels love to make their 
winter quarters laſt as long as they poſſibly can, 
and ſtrive to out-do one another in this point. 


At this time died the emperor Leopold ; but 
his death occaſioned very little alteration in the 
general ſtate of affairs. The archduke Joſeph, 
his eldeſt ſon, was acknowledged emperor : and 
as the Allies were cemented by the hatred and 
fear they in common entertained of the power 
and character of Lewis XIV. whom they conſi- 
dered as a reſtleſs and unjuſt neighbour, who 
being in a manner governed by Louvois, was for 
ever endeavouring to aggrandize himſelf at the 
expence of his neighbours, and who never look- 
ed upon himſelf in the leaſt bound by his trea- 
ties; their whole aim was to weaken him in ſuch 
a manner, that they might be able for the future 
to trult to his promiſes, when he had no longer 
the power of breaking them. 


We were ſomewhat ſuperior to the enemy in 
Italy; ; but ſince the taking of Barcelona, and the 
reſt of Catalonia, they were as much ſuperior to 

D 4 us 


40 Political ANNALS. 


us in Spain: and as the officers of our armies 
that were in Italy and Spain, could not get back 
to France to raiſe the neceſſary recruits, Chamil- 
lard, who was charged with the department of 
war, and the direction of the finances, cauſed 
recruits to be raiſed in the provinces, by pariſhes; 
and in this manner uſed commonly to ſend every 
year 4 or 5000 men to Spain, and 17 or 18,000 
to Italy. Thus was France drained of her men 
and money, and all becauſe Lewis, through the 
advice of Louvois, had, in 1667, been guilty 
of a notorious abuſe of his power, in prejudice 
to his treaties, inſtead of making himſelf the 
arbitrator and mediator of the differences be- 
tween the ather powers of Europe, 


I am ſenſible that he had ſometimes pretences 
for ſaying he did not act contrary to treaty ; but I 
much queſtion, whether he really look'd upon 
himſelf as a ſtrict obſerver of his promiſes : how- 
ever, I am certain that had any of his neigh- 
bours made uſe of the like pretences for a non- 
obſervance of their promiſes to him, he would 
not have heſitated to tax them with acting un- 
_ juſtly, But what can be more unjuſt, than to 
expect others to execute their promiſes to us with 
ſtrictneſs and fidelity, and, at the ſame time to 
neglect ourſelves the performance of thoſe we 


make to them ? 
This 
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This year there were diſcovered near Vijan and 
iſle Jourdain in Poitou, ſome quarries of ſtone, 
in which there was a quantity of ſilver ore; but 
the ſilver it produced in nowiſe anſwered the 
expence of working it. 


It is highly probable, that in the great tract of 
country depending on the French monarchy, 
which takes up between ſeven and eight degrees 
of the line, in America, Africa, and Europe 
there are a great many gold and ſilver mines: 
but to diſcover them would require a large an- 
nual expence, for raiſing and maintaining a ſort 
of regiments, compoſed of ſkilful miners, melters, 
&c. who ſhould have double pay while on a 
march, or at work in the mines; always provid- 
ing, that thoſe who took the moſt pains ſhould 
be rewarded in proportion to their trouble ; and 
that they ſhould be encouraged with the promiſe 
of four times the pay, upon the ES of a 
profitable mine. 


It wogd be neceſſary to procure a nan of 
ſkilful and intelligent people in this way from 
Spain, to ſerve as officers for theſe regiments. 
By this means, in eight or ten years working and 
experience, the French would become as good 
miners as the Spaniards in America, 


We 
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We know there are ſeveral gold mines in the 
mountains of Africa, at two hundred leagues 
diſtance from the ſea, We know alſo that there 
are filver mines in Louiſiana, nearly at the ſame 
diſtance from the ſea, near the head of a river 
that empties itſelf into the Miſſiſippi to the weſt- 
ward. Now, the government ſhould ſend two 
or three companies from theſe regiments of the 
mines, which would bring more into the ſtate 
than ſo many companies of miners, 


All the world knows how much the Portu- 
gueſe have inriched themſelves, within theſe few 
years, by the diſcovery they made in 1714, of 
a gold mine in the Braſils, at two hundred 
leagues diſtance from the ſea. 


This year there appeared an edict to revoke 
the privilege of exemption from the Yaille: as 
theſe kind of privileges are a great burthen to 
the ſtate, they ſhould never be made perpetual ; 
but always revoked in time of peace, and the 
parties ſatisfied by an equivalent leſs hurtful to 
the ſtate : theſe privileges are ſo many leaks in 
the government, by which its revenues are drain- 
ed away; and it is always the nature of leaks to 
grow worſe. Beſides, theſe privileges are ſo 


many temptations to fraud, 
By 
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By an arrẽt of council the eighth of November, 
the privilege of exemption from ſubſidies for the 
lands, farms, and lordſhips belonging to the 
knights of Malta, was confirmed, on account of 
ſome additional taxes that had been laid on the 
farms and lordſhips of the commandary of Picton, 
near Valenciennes in Fland.rs, belonging to my 
brother the commander of St. Pierre; who at 
that time commanded the Malteſe ſquadron, that 
was cruiſing againſt the Algerines, and other 
Mahometan corſairs. 


It would be an eaſy matter to eſtimate what 
theſe privileges bring in to the order, by a ſet of 
commiſſioners, nominated jointly by the king and 
the order; and then an cquivalent might be found 
to anſwer the common profit, and theſe exemp- 
tions be taken off, The order would be a gainer 
by this, and the king likewiſe. 


The king united the chamber of accompts, 
and that of the court of aids, at Ronen, in one : 
and it is to be wiſh'd that he had likewiſe joined 
the commiſſions of eyre, the juriſdictions of 
lords of the manor; of elections; and of the 
ſalt magazines, to the royal juriſdiction; as 
well as the right of preſidiality: juſtice would 
by this means be much better diſtributed ; 
the officers would have more reſpect for each 

other 
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other, behave better, ſhew more emulation and 
aſſiduity in the diſcharge of their ſeveral duties; 
and we ſhould not ſee ſo many litigious diſputes 
concerning their reſpective juriſdictions. 


The recruits raiſed for Italy and Spain this 
year, amounted to 26,900 men. The heat of 
thoſe climates, and the want of knowing how to 
manage themſelves with regard to living, and 
guarding againſt the weather; together with the 
unwholſome dews, and bad wines of thoſe coun- 
tries, had carried off a great number of our 
ſoldiers. 


This year the exchequer iſſued a multitude of 
edicts and arrets, relating to the revenues, which 
opened a fine field for the king's farmers to har- 
raſs the people, and enrich themſelves at their 
expence, by a number of private contracts; 
while the king ſeldom received above one halt 
of what the ſubject actually paid. 


1706. 


The king, inſtead of ſending Villars to make 
head againſt Marlborough this campaign, made 
choice of Villeroi, a good courtier indeed, and 
ſtrongly protected by madame de Maintenon, but 
a very bad general. Accordingly he was total- 
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ly defeated at the battle of Ramillies, by the 
duke: and as this defeat happened at the 
beginning of the campaign, the enemy had all 
the time they could wiſh, to make themſelves 
maſters of the greateſt part of the places belong- 
ing to the Spaniards in Flanders, and even to 
reduce Menin, a town belonging to the French. 


Villars, tho? inferior in force to Prince Lewis 
of Baden, made a conſiderable progreſs in Alſace, 
and obliged that prince to repaſs the Rhine. 


Villeroi was recalled: the duke of Vendome 
ſent over to Flanders in his room; and the duke 
of Orleans ſent to replace the duke of Vendome 
in Italy. Marſhal Marſin had the command un- 
der the duke of Orleans, and was entruſted with 
all the king's ſecret deſigns and inſtructions. I 
heard it ſaid, by ſeveral very able military 
people at the time, that it would have been much 
properer to have ſent Catinat : but Chamillard 
wanted to make la Feuillade, his ſon-in-law, marſhal 
of France. And muſt family intereſts then 
always be preferred to the good of the ſtate ? 


Marſin was brave and honeſt, but deficient in 
his genius, and unequal to any ſudden emergen- 
cy: he was a good ſecond, but very improper to 
command an enterprzie; as appears by the deci- 

ſive 
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five fault he committed at the ſiege of Turin. 
The duke of Orleans, and all the general officers, 
were unanimouſly of opinion to quit their lines 
round Turin, which la Feuillade was at that time 
beſieging, and to draw up the troops in order of 
battle to oppoſe the duke of Savoy, and prince 
Eugene his couſin, who were coming with their 
army, to the aſſiſtance of the town. Marlin 
inſiſted upon waiting the enemy in the lines: 
but the duke, who thouglit them too weak, was 
on the point of carrying his opinion, when 
Marſin produced an abſolute order from the king 
in ſupport of his advice. The duke was forced 
to obey this imprudent order, tho? given at two 


hundred leagues diſtance from the ſpot, and di- 


rectly contradictory to the judgments of all the 
officers, from what they ſaw before their eyes; 
and kept within the lines, which were very weak 
in many places: accordingly the enemy preſent- 
ly got within them, by making the attack in 


columns, and then a diſorder enſued that ended 


in the total defeat of the French army ; which 
was followed by the loſs of Caſal, Mantua, the 


Milaneſe, the kingdom of Naples, and all the 


reſt of Italy. 
Marſin died ſoon after of the wounds he re- 


_ ceived; and proved by the ill ſucceſs of the opi- 


nion he had fo obſtinately defended, that the 


_ which is ſuperior in troops, ſhould always 
quit 
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quit their lines and attack the enemy in battle 
array, and not keep upon the defenſive, when 


the lines are not extraordinarily good. 


Philip, with the aſſiſtance of the French army, 
entered Madrid once again, which ſomewhat 
revived his drooping hopes ; but he had ſtill to 
drive the archduke from Barcelona, and reduce 
ſeveral places which he had taken; and this was 
not a very eaſy undertaking. 


It was about this time, that the elector of Ba- 
varia made ſome general overtures of peace to 
the Dutch, and the reſt of the allies, in the names 
of the two confederate princes: but Marlborough 
who was for ſpinning out the war, rejected them 
with diſdain, ſaying, That as there was no truſting 
to a prince who had trampled all treaties under foot, 
the allies, if they were willing to live in ſaſety near 
him, muſt ſtrip him of all his troops and fortified 
places. 


New edicts, new proclamations, and new ar- 
rets of council for raiſing money ; and all to 
enrich the farmers of the revenue, who had got 
immenſe fortunes by the king and his people, 


One Mortier, a doctor of the Sorbonne, an 
honeſt man, but a great fanatic, printed a book, 
| that, 
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that upon its firſt appearance, was ſuppreſſed by 
an arret of parliament. He mlintained that we 
might, and even ought to make uſe of the con- 
feſſions of valets, waiting-maids, governeſſes, 
and ſuch ſort of people; nay, even to interrogate 
them at confeſſion, concerning what they know 
of the love intrigues of the families in the neigh- 
bourhood, in order to give notice of them to 
huſbands, fathers, mothers, the magiſtrates, and 


the goverment; and all this for the greater ad- 


vancement of God's glory. Such lengths will a 


- miſtaken zeal carry people of weak minds, 
who are ignorant of the eſſential part of religion, 


1707. 


The Imperialiſts, under the command of the 


| | duke of Savoy and prince Eugene, compleated 


the conqueſt of all the places belonging to the 
king of Spain in Italy : and then made an irrup- 
tion into Provence, with a deſign of ſeizing on 
Toulon; in which they were to have been aſſiſt- 
ed by the Engliſh and Dutch fleets: but meet- 
ing with more obſtacles to their undertaking 
than they had at firſt imagined, they abandoned 
it, and retired back into Italy. 


In Spain, the duke of Orleans, after the battle 


of Almanza, retook all the poſts that the Impe- 
rialiſts 


Se 


ied 


tle 
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fialiſts had mgde themſelves maſters of; and like- 
wiſe reduced Lerida, a place famous for its for- 
tifications The count de Villars, brother to the 
marſhal, a chef d'eſcarde, and aſterwards lieute- 
nant-general in the land forces, took the iſland 
of Minorca: 


The French fitted out ſeveral privateers this 
year; which, being moſt of them ptime ſailors, 
took a great number of merchant ſhips from the 
Engliſh and Dutch, notwithſtanding their ſtrong 
convoys. 7. Wh 


Marſhal Villars had, during the winter, pro- 
poſed to the king to enter Germany early the 
next ſpring, by the bridge of Straſbourg, to force 
the German lines at Stolhofen, and ſubſiſt his 
army by free quarters upon the German princes 
and ſtates, which would oblige them to recall 
the troops they had in Flanders, under the com- 
mand of the duke of Marlborough, who was 
greatly ſuperior to.the duke de Vendome. This 
ſcheme was put in execution, and ſucceeded, 
notwithſtanding all the difficulties that attended 
it: and Mr. de Vend6me, who had received or- 
ders to keep himſelf upon the defenſive, and 
avcid coming to an engagement, took his mea- 
fures ſo. well, by continually ſhifting his camp 

Vor. II. Wie from 
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- from place to place, that nothing of any 1. 
quence paſſed in Flanders. 


About this time died marſhal Vauban, at 
twenty-five years of age. He had applied for 
leave to carry on the ſiege of Turin, under the 
orders of the duke de la Feüillade, tho“ only a 
lieutenant- general; and it was not in the leaſt 
doubted, but he would have reduced the place 
long before prince Eugene could have come to 
its aſſiſtance; but unhappily la Feuillade, who 
was ſon- in law to the miniſter of war and 
finances, was preferred to Vauban; and this piece 
of family partiality in the miniſter, occaſioned 
the loſs of/An infinit enumber of men, and all of 
the places which the king of Spain held at 
that time in Italy. 


This great man continued to act the good 
citizen, during the whole time of his retreat; 
conſtantly oecupying himſelf in political means 
for alleviating the evils, and encreaſing the hap- 
pineſs of his country. I knew him to be a long 
time employed on a project for the royal tithe; 
which, notwithſtanding the great inconvenience 
it is ſubject to, is ſtill preferable to an arbitrary 
taille, arbitrarily aſſeſſed and gathered by a ſet of 
unjuſt collectors. The project for a tax by 
tariff, is ſtill better than all the reſt, as has been 
proved 
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proved by the fncceſsful trials that have been 
made of it in ſeveral provinces, 


There was at this time great plenty of grain 
in the kingdom, ſo that permiſſion was given to 
export it: but, to ſay the truth, this permiſſion 
came a little too late; and for the following 
reaſons : 


In the firſt place, the council did not 
know the exact quantity neceſſary for the ordi- 
nary conſumption of the inhabitants. 


Secondly, How many inhabitants there were 
to feed in each generality. 


Thirdly, How many ſheafs of each kind of 
grain had been gathered in each generality, 


Fourthly, How many ſheafs go to make a 
ſeptier, or meaſure of five buſhels, weighing 
about 250 pounds, or an horſe load. Now the 
council might eaſily know this, if in the month + ' 
of January an office was to be eſtabliſhed in all 
the principal towns, whoſe buſineſs it ſhould be 
to get information of theſe particulars from the 
curates; the intendants, and their ſubdelegates. 


Fifthly, For want of knowing this, the coun- 
eil cannot determine the number of /eptiers of 
| E 2 wheat 
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wheat, oats, beans, &c. to be allowed for expor- 
tation. I have ſpoken more at large of this mat- 
ter in my wer on the means of preventing 


dearths. 


It had been hitherto ſuppoſed by numbers of 
people, that thoſe who held annuities on lands 
ſeized by decree, were not obliged to enter their 
caveat againſt ſuch decree, to ſecure the continu- 
aner of their rents: but by an arret of parliament, 
of the ſixteenthof February this year, it was de- 
termined, that the party who had judgment 
granted in his favour, ſhould not ftand charged 
with theſe rents, if the creditor neglected to enter 
his caveat at ther egiſter office. If this arret is juſt, 
it ought to be paſſed into a rule, by an edict re- 
giſtered in the ſeveral juriſdictions, that every one 
may be made acquainted with it; which ſhould 
indeed have been done before. 


There vas alſo a regulation made in the ſchools 
for phyſic, at Paris; and here I ſhall take occa- 
ſion to obſerve, that it would be proper to have 
an academy of phyſic eſtabiſhed in the capital, 
the members of which ſhould correſpond with the 

- phyſicians of the ſeveral provinces, in relation to the 
obſervation and cure of diſeaſes. Diſputation is 
the way to come at the whole extent of a ſubject; 


eee at the ſame time, a very 
| un 
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uncertain one. I have propoſed another method 
leſs expenſive, and, at the ſame time, more ſure 
which may be ſeen in my ſcheme for the im- 
provement of phyſic. 
g as 
There was a contract made with the clergy for 
paying their part of the ſubſidies, I muſt con- 
feſs, I cannot ſee any ſolid reaſon for making a 
contract with the clergy, while there is none 
made with the nobility. Are not eccleſiaſtics 
equally ſubject, and under the ſame obligations, 
to contribute to the taxes for the ſupport of the 
government, as the officers of the army and navy ? 
For my part, tho' one of the body of the clergy, 
I heartily wiſh to ſee fo unjuſt and diſagree- 
able a — 0 banilh'd from amongſt 
n 7G age 
There wos ae ee of one 
hundred and ſeventy- three millions of livres in 
caſh-notes current in the kingdom. Payments 
were to be made, and received, in one third 
of theſe, and the remaining two-thirds in money, 


choꝰ there was nearly one-third loſt upon the lat- 


ter, which kad increaſed almoſt double the value 
in the French livre: inſomuch, that a creditor 


ho had advanced four hundred marks of ſilver 


08 annuities, received no more than two hundred 
in payment, which was a great injuſtice. 
E 3 - It 
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It ſhews a bad management in the revenue, 
when the council raiſes ſupplies i in ſo very diſpro- 
portionate a manner. In the caſe before us, theſe 
perſons who had good ſenſe, prudence, and œco- 
nomy not to run in debt, and were themſelve; 
creditors, ſuſtained no other loſs than that upon 
the notes, and the money itſelf, 


„ 
The prince of Denmark, conſort to queen 
Anne of England, died at London: a perſon of 


a middling genius, and one WhO wr 2 1 
in . * 4 } 


king 1 m. or riot Abi 
_ ried on a correſpondence in Edinburgh, attemptd 
to make a deſcent in that part of Scotland; but 
not ſeeing the ſignals that had been agreed upon 

between him and his friends in the city; and find- 
ing himſelf cloſely purſued by the Engliſn and 
Dutch fleets, which were vaſtly ſuperior to his 
little quadron, he made the beſt of his way 
for Dunkirk, and got in without the loſs of a 
ſingle ſhip, It is thought that the Engliſh had, 
by means af their ſpies, led him into this ſnare; 
and, indeed, the prince himſelf, with lis whole 
Reet and the troops on board for the deſcent, 


5 . 


were 
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were very near falling into the hands of the Ene- 
bas a5 | 


Chamillard, grown mary of the management of 
the revenue, and ſeeing no longer any proſpect 
of -raiſing the neceſſary ſupplies for carrying on 
the war, applied for Deſmarets to ſucceed him; 
and had his requeſt granted. He reſerved the 
office of ſecretary of war, in hopes of ſettling his 
ſon. in it, and then propoſed retiring from buſi- 
neſs. 


Deſmarets had more genius, and a greater 
ſhare of ambition, than his predeceſſor: but he 
found the finances in ſuch a deſperate condition, 
that he thought of nothing but how to ſupply the 


preſent exigencies of the government, till over- 


tures ſhould be made for a peace; of which he 
was as deſirous as his couſin de Torci, who was 
the miniſter for foreign affairs, With this view 
he reſolved to ſupport himſelf by the contractors, 
in giving them ſtill greater opportunities of enrich- 
ing themſelves, than any of his predeceſſors 
had done; hoping that he ſhould one day be able 
to make them refund the beſt part of their pil- 


lage. When he died, he left very little wealth 
in his family, 


E 4 The 
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The enemy, who had greatly the ſuperiority in 
Flanders, took Lille and Ghent: and, as they 
were ſuperior likewiſe by ſea, they made them- 
_ ſelves maſters of the iſland hes. bog w 
| irs wars al | 


Nothing of collide: paſſed dither on ths 
Rhine, or in Savoy, where Villars, though very 
inferior in force, did wonders, in preventing the 
duke of Savoy from attempting any * f 
importance. 


In Spain the duke of Orleans took Tortoſa, 


Denia, Alicant, &c. but it was eaſily foreſeen 


that in a campaign or two more, the enemy 
would be able to enter Picardie; unleſs ſome un- 
look d for event ſhould happen ta put a ſtop to 
the conqueſtꝭ of ry and e in 
| n 1) 


aſa exafily followed — ſteps of Cal 
pert, Pelletier, Pontchartrain, and Chamillard, 
for raiſing money: ſuch as creating new offices, 
Gag HH of en &c. | 


There was 9,700 men raiſed this year, to re- 
cruit the armies in Spain. 


on T 170g. 
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1709. 


' The king was tormented with the moſt cruel 
uneaſineſs, when he reflected on one ſide, that the 
war which he had began in 1667 and 1672, and 
the taking of Luxemburg and Straſburg in 1684, 
had made all Europe look upon him as a prince 
who intended to deceive his neighbours, by the 
moſt artful promiſes, that he might the eaſier 
invade them all; and that as ſuch, they would 
no longer rely on his protection: and, on the other 
hand, that they were ſo greatly ſuperior to him 


-jn force, that if they did but continue cloſely 


united, they might carry the war even to the 
gates of Verſailles, without his having a ſingle 


fortified place to check their progreſs, He now 
began ſeriouſly to repent of having given them 


reaſon for the opinion they entertained of him, 
and his ambition; and apprehenſive that if the 


'war continued, the allies would not leave France, 


even in the condition ſhe was in at the treaty of the 


Pyrenees in 1659, which they now offered to do 
if he was diſpoſed to treat; he ſent the preſident 


Rouille to the Hague, to make propoſals for 
an accommodation. | 


The Engliſh, and the Dutch eſpecially, began 
to be tired of a war, in which they bore more 
| than 
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than half the expence, without any other advan- 
tage than that of ſecuring themſelves more effec- 
tually againſt an ambitious and overpowerful 
neighbour. The Dutch, therefore, received our 
envoy with joy; but the emperor's miniſter be- 
haved very coldly to him, and did not ſcruple to 
declare publicly, that he was only come to 


amuſe them, in order to ee 105 _— 


e AN an i * ο⁰ 
| Marlborough, who. was 8 3 in 
| the continuation of the war, ſtrongly ſupported 
the imperialiſts, who were more deeply-.intereſted 
in the ſucceſs of it than any of the reſt of the allies, 
it was. neceſſary for Lewis to ſend a perſon with 
fuller authorities, and one impowered to make 
the moſt politive propoſals. Upon this the on 
ſent fc Torci, ſecretary for foreign affairs. 


* t ha allies made ſuch exorbitant 1 


to dE Torci, that he could not give them any 
anſwer ; fo he broke off the negociation, and re- 
turned to Verſailles; and hoſtilities began again 
in June. 


Tlie king, at length, ſent Villars to oppoſe 
prince Eugene, and the duke of Marlborough; 


and a battle was . at Malplaquet, 3 in which 
Villars 
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Villars was wounded and carried off the field, 
and his army beaten, but not defeated : the 
French retired; and the alles took Tournay, 
and afterwards Mons. 


Nothing conſiderable was done in Germany, 
or Savoy, becauſe neither parties had the ſuperi- 
ority; and the king was reſolved to hazard no- 
thing, but to wait with patience for a favourable 


conjuncture to revive the overtures for a peace, 
with a better proſpect of ſucceſs, 


Mr. le Prince, and the prince de Conti his 
couſin german, both died: they were both of 
the Bourbon branch. The prince de Conti was 
amiable in his converfation, and had no deſpica- 
ble talents for the field, tho' not ſufficient to en- 
title him, in the king's opinion, to the command 
of an army. The public, however, ſeemed to 
with the king would have employed him. 


Chamillard, who had had a kind of apoplectic 
attack, and was worn out with inceſſant cares 
and watchings, deſired to be diſmiſſed from his 
employ. Accordingly the king nominated Voiſin 
as ſecretary of war in his room, at the recom- 
mendation of madame de Maintenon, who was 
very fond of his wife, and had appointed him as 
adminiſtrator of the temporalities to her college 
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of St. Cyr. He was very laborious; but I never 
heard _ * was rr for genius. 


bm 


* the Kang s firſt phyſician, a man of t 
vit and underſtanding, and greatly in favour with 1 
madame de Maintenon, obtained a grant of an- 4 
nexing to his preſent place, the office of ſurveyor 


of the mineral waters. Thave been told that this 0 
brought in ten or twelve thouſand livres per ann. T 
but this office ſhould have been given to a body, 
ſuch as the academy of phyſic, to help defraying C 
the neceſſary expences of keeping up their cor- 
reſpondence, and making proper experiments 
you the 1 improvement of * and ſurgery. 7 
| a 
k The late dearth had b ae the num- t 
ber of poor in Paris. It was ordered, that the t 
landlords and tenants of houſes, ſhould this year U 
ꝓay a joint tax, equal to the highway and lamp- 
tax: this I thought a very wiſe and — re- 
m_— 0 
1710. 
H cart litt v 
Aan XV. the . reigning king, was r 
born the 15th of February of this year, at a time e 
when France and Spain, attacked on every ſide, ſ 
were near ſinking beneath the power of their fi 


enemies, = K * | 2 
The 
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The confederate army, commanded by prince 
Eugene and the duke of Marlborough, con- 
ſiſted of 14,000 men, and was greatly ſuperior to 
the French army under marſhal Villars : with this 
ſuperiority they made an eaſy conqueſt of Denai, 
Aire, St. Venant, and Bethune. 


The conferences at Gertrudenburg met with 
no ſucceſs; the enemy refuſing ſeveral very ad- 
vantageous terms, which they heartily repented 
of in the end. 


The ſucceſs of the war was various in Spain. 
The king being obliged to quit Madrid at the 
approach of the archduke, who was again obliged . 
to quit it to him; and Stahremberg was forced 
to retire into Catalonia, after having loſt Bri- 
huega. 


Nothing conſiderable paſſed either in Germany 
or Savoy. 


Fhe king, who found he ſhould not be able to 
withſtand ſo great a ſuperiority much longer, had 
recourſe to the ſubſidy of a tenth upon all landed 
eſtates, that he-might be able to ſupport him- 
ſelf long enough to weary his enemies; and, in 
fat, they began to think that, with ſuch a ſup- 
ply, he would be able to defend himfelf longes 

than 


% 


62 PortTrcat annals. 


than they ſhould be able to attack him with an 
equal degree of ſuperiority; and now they re- 


pented not having accepted the propoſals made 


them at Gertrudenburg. 


1711. 


The death of the firſt Dauphin cauſed no viſi- 


ble change, either in the council or in public af- 
fairs: tho' fifty years old, he had never meddled 
with either. He was well inclined ; patient, and 
indulgent: he always preſerved a very high re- 
ſpe& for the king: his underſtanding was limit- 
ed: he was fonder of hunting than of buſineſs 
mild, and equable ; ſeldom out of humour,” tho” 
ſomewhat whimſical ; delighted with good living, 
but incapable of debauchery; and void of ambi- 


tion, tho' a man of the world. In a word, he 


had all the good and all the evil of indolence. 


Had he been king, he would have been a very 
| peaceable neighbour: he would not have made 
war upon Spain 1n 1667, nor upon the Dutch in 
1672, norconſequently in 1684 ; therefore his 
neighbours would never have entered into the 
famous league of Augſbourg, in 1688, againſt 
him, as a reſtleſs and ambitious neighbour ; nor 
would he, in 1689, have had to contend with 
ſo many and ſuch powerful enemies. 

What 
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What would have been ſtill more glorious for 
him, is, that, ſuppoſing him king of France at 
the age of thirty years, and having given conti- 


nual proofs of his mildneſs, patience, moderation, 
and juſtice towards his neighbours, from 1691 


to 1700; when Charles II. king of Spain, 
made his will, by which he appointed his grand- 
ſon the duke of Anjou, his ſucceſſor; the Eng- 
liſh, Dutch, Italians, and German princes, the 
emperor excepted, would never have put them- 
ſelves to ſuch an expence, and diſturbed the peace 


of Europe, to ſet aſide this will, and give the 


crown of Spain to the archduke; becauſe they 
would have had nothing to fear from a prince, 
whoſe ſole view was to maintain himſelf and his 
neighbours in peaceable poſſeſſion of their rights, 
by the moderate way of arbitration. 


Hence it follows, that under his reign, the 
people -would never have found themſelves over- 
whelmed with taxes; nor would the ſtate have 
incurred ſuch an immenſe debt, as to have driven 
the government to general bankruptcies, as 


the only means of ſatisfying its creditors. 


Nor would our nation have been, for above 
fifty years, the object of hatred and averſion to 
all the nations of Europe : on the contrary, we 
ſhould have been generally beloved. We ſhould 


have 
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have grown conſiderably richer, and have had 
an immenſe number of ſubjects now in the king- 
dom, that we loſt by the wars, and by the revo- 
cation of the edict of Nantz, in favour of the 
proteſtants. 


Our trade both by ſea and lind, would have 
made much greater progreſs; we ſhould have 
had more improvements in navigable rivers, and 
commodious roads : in-fine, under fuch a reign, 
we ſhould have experienced leſs miſery and infi- 
nitely more happineſs, than we did under that of 
his father; whom flatterers and enthuſiaſts ſtill 
continue to dignify by the title of Lewis the 
Great, a name which would have been much 
more applicable to the dauphin his ſon. 

Or we might have called him Lewis the Paci- 
fit; and if he had been watchful in preventing 
wars among his neighbours, and ready to put a 
ſpeedy end to them by treaty and arbitration, he 
might have been ſtiled Lewis the peace-maker, 
the moſt glorious of all titles, as ſpeaking a prince 
at once powerful and conſequently formidable, 
and juſt; beneficent, and wiſe ; the mediator and 
-arbitrator of differences, and the teacher of reaſon 
and equity to his paſſionate, ambitious, and un- 

juſt neighbours. | 
» $4508 On 
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. 
by 


father Lewis XIV. ſo extolled by fuperficial minds, 
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On theſe conſiderations his character would 
certainly have been preferred, with reſpect to the 
happineſs and welfare of his people, to that of his 


ho ignorantly wrote upon great power as 2 


Praiſe - worthy qualification, tho exerted to the 


deſtruction of their own ſuhjectꝭ, as well as their 
neighbours. 


There appeared an edict relating to the cauſe 
of the princes of the blood, and thoſe that were 
F 
the herdcryap of che du. 


| fe avid hens have wrvrd e 
the good of the ſtate, to have declared all titles 
of duke and peer hereafter to be conferred, purely 
perſonal, like the place of knight of the holy, 
ghoſt. I have given my reaſons for this, in a. 
1 which I have publiſhed by itſelf, 


The per Jotph ding, the archduke 
Charles, who was at Barcelona, embarked for 
Germany, where he was ſoon after declared king 


of the Romans, and eleted emperor, 


Upon the death. of the emperor Joſeph, the 
Engliſh and Dutch began to grow leſs ſanguine 
, 

Vor. . F 


They 
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They conſidered that if the 5 emperor, 
Charles NW. ſhould come to be king of Spain, he 
would don grow more powerful, and conſe- 
quently more formidable, than the emperor 
Charles V. had been, who was conſidered as the 
ſcourge of Europe, on account af re 
wars, in wiüch he embroiled it. 


wh 


But what made the queen of En gh more 
particularly defirous of a peace, was, the conſi- 
deration of the great age of the French king, 
now - upwards of ſeventy-threez and; that his 
ſtrength, and that of his-kingdom, being ex- 
hauſted for a long time to come, he would never, 
during his life, be able to attempt any thing of 

nee againſt-the peace of his neighhours ; 
and ſhe might ſave her on nation the prodigious 
expence-it was at- in e its en 
riey and troops. e en yin Avis 2; 
21211 Yo Dodlilr ig ved 14105 8 10 ft 
Beſides all, this, ſhe had particular cauſe of 
complaint ag inſt Marlborough, on accbunt of 


his behaviqut to Her, in the affair of a place that 


fhe was defitouF of giving to a relation of Mrs. 


Maſham, 2 favourite of lers, and which the 


duke, in. oppoſition to her, beſtowed upon ano- 
ther : ſhe found herſelf Ill treated like wiſe by the 
haughty aud "difretprathur” behaviour of the 


rw: Mn. 6 bes fflt. Ady of the 


bed 


f 
( 
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bedchamber; fo that ſhe was glad to"find' in 
Harley, a man of great parts, 4 perſon h Rad 
an equal inclination for peace with herſelf,'found: 
ed on the real intereſt of the nation, in oppoſi- 
tion to thoſe who werte for protracting the war 
for their own ends. Accotdingly ſhe hatt ſeveral 
private conferences with him, on the new model - 
"” of the miniſtry. | 


Therefore, when Mathers: returhed home 
at rhe end of the campaign, he met with a'very 
cold reception from the queen, ho ſoon after 
appointed. another general in his room. © She 
made almoſt a total change in the miniſtry, 
putting in ſuch only as ſeemed deſitous of pto- 
curing a ſure and honourable peace fbr their 
country: as to the duke of Marlborough, he 
was not much to be pitied ; for he retired with 
five millions of crowns, or about thirty millions 
of our —— 5 


The queen began now to liſten in earneſt to 
the propoſals made her from the French court; and 
deſired they might be taken into conſideration" ar 
Utrecht by her allies, a place which the French 
had pitched. upon for holding / the conferences, 
W out about a year * 


* That is near a-million and hal fling, . 
F 2 us 
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as che propereſt for the perpetual aſſembly for 
fixing the laſting arbitration of the diet of Eu- 
rope, and the perpetual and general peace be- 
tween all the ſovercign powers thereof; of 
which we have a rough ſketch by Henry the 
IVch. left us in the Memoirs of the duke of 
ian wan oil oo wand is 


The recruits for the army in Flanders alone, 
amounted this year to 22, 900 men. Therefore 


France leſs than 40,000 men every year, taking 
„ wh AA RET EA 


er — de Bank bf Lewis Nüvi. in 
1715, there were twenty- nine years of war, and 
nineteen of peace; therefore it mnſt have coſt 
France 1,1 60, 00 men, excluſive of officers, and 
ſtxty millions of livres, at fifty livres to the mark, 
every year, for the extraordinary expences of the 
war: chat is, 1450 millions of livres in the 


| 2 


92 bl 
ee dined n from 


cheſe-twenty-nine years of war, but the charac- 


ter of having been all his life-time guided by an 
exceſſive ambition, which made him a moſt dan- 
gerous neighbour; whereas he might eaſily, at 
three-fourths the expence of men and money, 


have 


Limagine, that, in time of war, it does not coſt 
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have acquired the reputation of being the father 
of his country, and the peace-maker of Europe : 
and this latter character he might have eſtabliſhed 
to himſelf to perpetuity, had he been ſo minded, 
by only following the plan his grandfather had 
ſketched out to him; which was, to ſettle a ge- 
neral body of arbitration in Europe, by way of 
_ tribunal, or diet, for the accommodating or de- 
termining all ſubjects of diſpute, preſent and 
future, between the reſpective ſovereigns. And 
how immenſe is the difference between the repu · 
tation he might have left behind him, and that 
which he did leave 


Not but that he poſſeſſed ſome good qualities. 
He was ſweet-tempered, polite, and a good 
maſter : he had a juſt underſtanding, but his 
end was not that of a good king, who has the 
increaſe of his ſubjects happineſs in view. His 
end was to be, and to appear, the moſt powerful 
of all his brother kings, without thinking of 
being, or making himſelf the moſt benevolent, 


He was a devote in religion, but without 
knowing that the eſſence of religion conſiſts in 
doing to others whatever we would wiſh them 
to do to us; if we would pleaſe a being of all good - 
neſs, and merit eternal happineſs at his hands. 
His religion was a childiſh one, and not that of a 

F 3 rea» 
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reafonable perſon, which conſiſts/in daily acts of 


beneficence: and of which it is ſaid ; this is the 
whole la and the prophets : and this was entirely 


(ing © to * bad «05S 


13 1712. 


- 


| - Within leſs than a month, we e ſaw the deathy 
of the dauphin of Burgundy, the ſecond dau- 
Phin, and his young ſon of five years old: ſo 
that there was left only one child, and he not 
more than two years old, and of a very infirm 
ſtate of health. The public eonſternation was ſo 
much the greater, as it had had ſuch inconteſta- 
ble proofs of the great parts of the dauphin of 
Burgundy ; his unwearied application in the cabi- 
net; his great equity; his compaſſion for the 
poor; his ardent deſire of leflening the misfor- 
tunes, and increaſing the happineſs of the people; 
and, above all, of his averſion to all wars begun 
upon the ſcore of ambition and avarice, and 
where hatred and revenge are more conſulted, 
than juſtice or compaſſion for the unhappy 
wretches that muſt neceſſarily be the victims of 
the evils occaſioned by ſuch wars. I have been 
certainly aſſured by his confeſſor, and the late 
Mr. de St. Conteſt, that he greatly approved of 
the ſcheme of Henry IV. his great great grand- 
father, for eſtabliſhing the European diet, as I 
5 n had 
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had amended it in a memorial of mine which he 


The queen of England, who longed for peace, 
gave orders to the duke of Ormond, who com- 
manded the forces in Flanders, in the room of 
the duke of Marlborough, to ſuſpend all hoſti- 
lities againſt the French: and as the pretenſions 
of the Engliſh had been previouſly ſettled in pri- 
vate, between the courts of London and Paris, 
the duke of Ormond, with about 16,000 Eng- 


* tiſh, withdrew himſelf from prince Eugene's ar- 


my, and retired towards Ghent and Bruges, 
which places he took poſſeſſion of; as likewiſe of 
Dunkirk, which the king had put into his hands 
as a ſecurity for the performance of his engage- 
ents. | 


The Engliſh, over and above their own na- 
tional forces, had near 24,000 Germans in their 
pay: but as not above 4000 of theſe mercenaries 
would follow the duke of Ormond, the reſt re- 


mained in the prince of Eugene's army, without 


receiving any pay from the Enghſh. But his 
highneſs finding his troops ſtill greatly ſuperior 
ih number to thoſe of marſhal Villars, beſieged 
and took Queſnoi, at the very beginning of the 
clttipaigh. 
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He was ſo elated up with this ſucceſs, that he 
yentured upon a raſh attempt, for which he re- 
pented heartily in the end. He laid ſiege to 
Landreci, at above twelve leagues diſtance from 


Marchiennes, the place from whence he was to 


xeceive all his ſupplies of proviſion and ammuni- 
tion. It is certain that he had drawn lines for 
covering his convoys” in their march, and had 
likewiſe a ſtrongly fortified camp, of between 
10 or 12,009 men, at Denain, between the 

grand army and Marchiennes, for their farther 
ſecurity : but with all theſe precautions, he could 
not prevent marſhal Villars fram ſtealing a 
night's march upon him, and forcing his camp 
at Denain in about fifteen or ſixteen hours: this 
was -wholly brought about by the great judg- 
ment and diligence of that general, and the ſur - 
priſing courage with which his "— inſpired 


his e 


＋ he camp was accordingly attacked; and car- 
ried ſword in hand, in ſpite of the prodigious 
reſiſtance made by the enemy. The affair was 
over about an hour. before prince Eugene, who 
Was upon full march ta his aſſiſtance, at the head 
of all his forces, could come up; and as the 


marſhal, by this means, found himſelf encamped 


to the left of the Eſcaut, entirely ſecyge from 


any attempt on the part of prince Eugene, who 
—_—_ ; 0 
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was on the oppoſite ſide of the river, he ſent a 
detachment of 9g or 10,000 men to beſiege Mar- 
chiennes on the Scarpe, which they carried in 
three days time; and, together with it, made 
themſelves maſters of all the waggons, ammuni- 
tion, and magazines, belonging to the enemy. 
After this, he beſieged and retook Douai, Bou- 


chain, le Queſnoi, and ſeveral other places, and 


made a prodigious number of priſoners ; inſo- 
much, that it was computed that the confederate 
army had loſt upwards of 40,000 men, killed 
and taken priſoners, ex:luſive of the 16,009 
Engliſh that had withdrawn themſelves from it. 


This great reverſe of fortune, began to make 
the allies wiſh in earneſt for peace, notwithſtand- 
ing the endeavours uſed againſt it by the grand 
penſionaryHeinſius and his faction. He hada mor- 
tal hatred to the French king in particular, and to 
the whole French nation. And now a ſuſpenſion 
of arms was publiſhed between the king of Spain 
and the Portugueſe, The Engliſh, who were in 
the ſervice of the emperor in Spain, had orders 
to remain neuter; and the conferences at Utrecht 


hegan to be more frequent and ſerious, 


We ſaw by the edict for railing 500,000 livres 
by annuities, at the twelfth penny, on the raxes, 


that Deſmarets, who had the management of the 
4 revenue, 


capiral Mew 


money in encouraging manufactures, extending 
certain branches of trades, or in various pur- 


754 Potiricit 181. 
revenbe, began to adbpt fotne part of that wiſe 
method obferved by the Engliſh, in raifing mo- 


ney by annuities : for the King was hereby ena- 
bled hot billy to pay the intereſt, but part of the 


But, to n * ail ene 
and to — ren it * be 


e 2d 


EFirſt, That this method be — op in TY 
able times; becauſe money being then more 
plenty, the intereſt is conſequently leſs. The 
king may then aboliſh ſome annuities that are 
burthenſome to the ſubject; or employ this 


poſes, for the greater embelliſhment or benefit of 


the capital, or other parts of the kingdom, which 


would bring in ſix times the profit to the ſtate, 
that ariſes from the intereſt that the king now 
pays the ann, when he * their 


CAPE 


While theſe annuities continued to be paid 
regularly for a conſiderable term of years, and 


likewiſe dividends upon the capital, without any 


deduction upon ſuch payments, every one was 


ready to fubſcribe to new funds; or would throw 


"= 
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their money into the old ones, if there was no 
new ones ſet on foot. 


Secondly, The buying and felling theſe kind 
of actions or annuities, ſhould be made more 
eaſy. When the ſum is conſiderable, the whole 
may be made by ſimply ſigning the parties name 
to a regiſter of accompts kept at the bank; or by 
notes, payable to the bearer for ſmaller ſums; 
and this ſhould be done at a trifling expence, and 
without loſs of time, in the ſame manner as che 
exchequer bills i in England. 


. Thirdly, Theſe annuities ſhould be exempted 
from ſeizure or diſtreſs, to encourage à greater 
number to buy. 


Fourthly, There ſhould be appropriated to 
this purpoſe, the entire ſubſidy paid by a gene- 


tality, as that of Paris; and a ſpeedy ſtop ſhould 


de put to all complaints of non-payment, Se- 
veral other funds might likewiſe be employed 


to this uſe; as that of the poſt; of the ſubſidies 


of a particular ſtate province; that of the clergy, 
and the ſtate countries; that is to ſay, a private 
and particular fund, 


1713. 
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1713. 

After a number of conferences, the peace be- 
tween France and England, was at length ſigned 
at Utrecht, the 11th of April, at three o'clock 
in the afternon, at four o'clock with Savoy, about 
midnight with the king of Pruſſia, and immedi- 
wn after with the Dutch, 


The emperor refuſed to ſign at that time 
therefore the forces of the empire, under the 


command of prince Eugene, retreated towards 


the Rhine: but as they were now greatly infe- 
rior in number to the French, they kept them- 
ſelves upon the defenſive, and ſuffered marſhal 
Villars to take Landau, Fribourg, and- ſeveral 
other fortified places; and even to lay a part of 
Germany under contribution. But, at length, 
the two generals came to an interview at Raſtadt, 
in the month of December, and delivered in 
their reſpective propoſals for a peace. The em- 
peror being abandoned by his allies, and finding 


himſelf too weak to carry. on the war alone, was 


obliged, the following year, to accept of the 
propoſals which the allies had ſtipulated in his 


_ favour; when they made their ſeperate peace, 


I have 
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I have ſeen a letter ot Mr. Harley's, afterwards 
lord Oxford, and prime miniſter, to quren Anne: 
by which it appears, that the Engliſh alone kept 
49,000 land forces, and 30,009 ſeamen in pay 
on the exmperde's a Account. , 


The imperial troops n were in Spain with 
the archducheſs or empreſs, had permiſſion! to, 
retire, and be tranſported into Italy in Engliſh 
veſſels : accordingly they all embarked at differ. 
ent times. The inhabitants of Barcelona till. 
continued obſtinate in their revolt, notwithſtand: 
ing the endeavours of the greater part of the 
nobility and clergy, The heads of the ſedition 


were of the ſcum of the people, and exerciſed a 
petty tyranny of their own in the city; which, 
however, did not laſt long, for things were, in a 
— reduced to order. | 
— rt3R dat — 
demy of ſciences, and another for the academy 
of inſcriptions ; upon which I made the follow-. 

41! 
Firſt The K n. of id is wrongly 
named; for it teaches only aſtronomy, chemiſtry,- 
the mechanick arts, anatomy, geometry, and botas. 
ny; neglecting a number of other ſciences ; ſuch; 
as- morality, juriſprudence, politics, or the 2 
ence 


| | | 
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ence of government; phyſic, navigation, 420. 
1 — "oy 


— Tho” the y of inſerfptions is is 
of a more antient date than that of ſciences ; yet, 
as it it much leſs uſeful to the ſtate, fo in the 
letrefs- patent confirming the charter of them 
both; the more trſeful mould he put before the 
moſt antienti Now, it is beyond: doubt, that 
the academy of ſeienees is the moſt uſeful of the 
eo; and every miniſter of ſtate, ſhbul@® 
prefer char which bids faireſt to be of ſervice o 


thi ate ea any elalms br — 
NDS 9617 10 258251 o erilk en 
„Eine Nxither one nor dhe ether of cheſs 
academics is made to anſwer ſufficientiy / the! 
chief end of governwent, whieli is the advatce 
ment of the public weal. It is true they admi- 
nifter to the pleaſure of the curious; but the 


legiſlature ſhould' endeavour to procure the ſub- 
jact pleaſures oft another caſt, and laad them 


by theeafieft and ſpdedieſt methods to that know. 
ledge which will moſt effectually alleviatec the: 


ills, and increaſe the bleſſings of this preſent 
—— to come ſo far as it-is:ton | 


es 
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1-will allow that the (deſire of ſatisfying the 
curioſity of his reader, is a very rational deſire in 
an anthor; and that, as ſuch, he is of uſe to 


ſociety, by actually procuring pleafure to a cer 


- tain number of curious people. A good drama- 


tic author, and a good player, are of real uſe to 
ſociety: the one, by procuring them pleaſure in 
reading his works; the other, by giving chem 
pleafure 1 in Feine on, png po 9 

But W 1 dere odd catry th views yet 
farther: a knowledge in natural things, ſhould 
tend as much as poſſihle to the perfecting the 
arts of the greateſt uſe; ſuch as thoſe which regard 
aur nauriſument and cleathing, and thoſe  relat- 
iog to agriculture, manufuctutes, phyſic, dicing, 
the way of leſſening; the eæpence of enlightning 


an academy which is: paid: out af the public 
pocket, ſhould be directed not only to ſatisfying, 
the cuciofity, hut principally to the perfecting 
—— Fr NO: 
py hg EIN dat en 


be legiſlature in infiening — for 
the underſtanding the monuments: of antiquity,. 
ſhould' not canfine itſelf merely to the gratifying: 
their cbriofiry;'-who are fond of knowing: what: 
were the cuſtoms of ſueh an age, os of ſuch a. 


"a. diſtant 
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diſtant country; but it ſhould, oblige the authors 


80 


to make their readers acquainted with the ſeveral 


improvements. which human reaſon has made, 
with reſpect to arts and ſciences; and to point out 


what may yet be done, towards bringing this 


ſame univerſal xeaſon i in man to a greater degree 
of perfection. But, in truth, cheſe regulations 
are not directed ſo much to, the improyement of 
the public benefit as, they might be. I have, 
however, diſcuſſed this point more at large in 
my TANF — the ; an 7 academies, , 
delt ag aids I. | | 


* J009 51 8 ' 4 mu 
3 dbetacteemheounl 
France, was figned at Raſtadt the 6th of May, 
by prince Eugene and -marſhal Villars ; but ag 
the negociation ſeemed to go on but ſlowly, and 
in a very'ptecarious manner, for ſome time, the 
payment- of their contingent of five millions of 
rixdollars, for the expences of this. year's. cam- 
paign: and, as there were ſeveral articles of leſs 
importance remained to be ſettled, and ſome for- 
malities to be obſerved, plenipotentiaries were 
named on cach ſide, to aſſemble at Baden in 
Switzerland: and when every thing was ready, 
che prince and marſhal Villars went chither, and 
„ eee | * 
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he king now upwards of leventy- ſix years df 
age, foreſeeing a long minority, made his will, 


and ſigned it the 14th of Auguſt, and ſent lt 
ſealed to the parliament,” to nn. 4 


— 


571 * o 


The death of queen Aube af England, hap. 
pened the 12th of Auguſt; but as all the trea- 
ties were ſigned, this accident made no alteration 
in the general pacification. George, elector of 


Brunſwick, now king of England, repaired im- 


mediately to take poſſeſſion of the throne, as the 
next proteſtant heir, declared fo by the Dritith 
parliament. 


The chancellor Pontchartrain, weary of buſi- 
neſs and the court, where he no longer found 
any thing to amuſe him, reſigned his poſt, and 
retired from the world. He paſſed his ſummer 
in the country, and the winter at Paris, in a lit- 


ue houſe belonging 1 


' His place was given to Voiſin, who had before 


1 n 


the 4% cafes 

| - Francis — de la Mothe Fenellon, arch- 
biſhop of Cambray, a man eminent for his vir- 
tue and great parts, died much regreted by all 
Vo. II. G honeſt 
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| honeſt and good Frenchmen, who would have 
been rejoiced: to have ſeen him prime miniſter 
-under the dauphin of Burgundy, whom he had 
educated. He had rather a lively imagination, 
than a juſt and ſolid underſtanding, He had 
been weak enough to give into the viſions of 

quietiſm, built on metaphyſical reaſonings, and 
a pretended holy diſintereſtedneſs ; but notwith- 
ſtanding theſe idle notions, he was a lover of 


Juſtice agd good works. 


* May the king publiſhed an edict to raiſe 
500,000 livres by annuities, at the hixteenth pen- 


ny, on the regiſters. 


And in Auguſt another, Payable in ſeventeen 


Bete Nh l O77 321" an 95 017 3 

Another declaration of this kind appeared, 
for the ſtates of Brittany, to raiſe 120, ooo livres 
by annuities at the twentieth penny, payable in 
twenty-one years. This Engliſh method of 
raiſing money by annuities, payable at a certain 
time, ſeemed to pleaſe thoſe who had money to 
place out; and it is, in fact, advantageous both 
for the king and ſtate, and, conſequently, de- 
ſtructive to the brood of contractors, and receiv- 
.ers of every kind. It is a pity that Deſmarets 
vas turned out from being miniſter of the reve- 
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nue, ſo.ſoon after he began to be ſenſible of the 
excellence of this method. 


1715. 


The death of Lewis XIV. king of France, 
(which happened the iſt of September, in the 
ſeventy-ſeventh year of his age) made a great 
noiſe in Europe; but as all his neighbours were 
heartily weary of a war, which had not long 
ſince been terminated by treaties on all ſides, 
this event produced no change in the face of 
affairs in Europe, but only in the French miniſtry. 
This monarch met death with the moſt heroic re- 
ſolution, and, ſeemingly, not at all affected. The 
ſhort ſpeech he made the dauphin, o days be- 
fore his death, was greatly remarked. This 
young prince was a mere infant, not being more 
than four years old fo that this ſpeech was meant 
rather a declaration of the dying king's ſentiments 
to thoſe who were in the room, than by way of 
inſtruction to the dauphin, who was not of an 
age either to underſtand or profit by it. My ſon, 
faid he, I bequeath to your government a large king- 
dom; and, above all things, recommend to you, that 
you labour for the advantage of your people; and 10 
diminiſh their ſufferings: to that end, let me earneſtly 
intreat you to preſerve peace inviolably with your 
neighbours, as the ſource of every good; and care- 
N G 2 


in 


fully to ſhun war, as the fountain of the greateſ 
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evils, Never, therefore, make war but iu your own 
defence, or that of your allies. Here I own, I can- 


not bid you copy my example; But that I cannot, is a 
part in my life and I of which I repent 
= . 


This prince had ſeveral good qualities: but 


his grandfather, Henry IV. who died in 1610, 
that is about fifty-four years before, was greatly 


ſuperior to him both in underſtanding, courage, 
and à true ſenſe of thoſe qualities that are the 
moſt eſtimable and praiſe-worthy among men; 


viz. juſtice and beneficence: and had he lived as 


long as- his grandſon, that is, twenty-five years 
longer, and reigned till 1633, he would certainly 
have executed" his noble project for the European 


diet, to keep all the princes and ſtates of Europe 


from going to war with each other; in the ſame 
manner as the germanic diet has conſtantly kept 
the ſeveral princes and ſtates of Germany from 
going to war with each other, for above theſe 


300 years paſt; By this glorious inftitution, he 


would have made himſelf not only the greateſt 
king, but the greateſt benefactor that mankind 


e or ever can — 


A. faithful obſervance of his promiſes to his 
++ <a ps Al the juſtice of a 
ſove- 
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ſovereign. Now, if Henry IV. had made a 
treaty like that of the Pyrenees, he moſt ſurely 
would never have renewed a war with Spain up- 
on the poor pretence of an invalidity in the re- 
nunciation, and the cuſtoms of inheritance of 
the daughters of private people in Brabant. 


A king who requires no other ſupplies of his 
ſubjects than what he, if a ſubject, would be wil- 
ling to grant, is a juſt king. Such are ſupplies 
for carrying on a war for the defence of the na- 
tion. But can the firſt wars of Lewis XIV, 
which made him ſo odious to all neighbouring 
nations, for his ambition and injuſtice be looked 
upon in the light of defenſive wars ? Henry, 
therefore, was more juſt. 


Lewis was more magnificent than his grand- 
father Henry; he laid out more in ſumptuous 
edifices; he gave away more in penſions : but if 
he was fo liberal in theſe penſions, were they al- 
ways beſtowed on thoſe who had but ſerved the 
ſtate? Was it not by loading poor families with 
additional taxes, by which they were robbed of 
part of the neceſſary ſupport of life? Henry, 
therefore, was more equitable and beneficent. 


The dauphin of Burgundy had but a ſmall 


income allowed him a year, far his private ex- 
G 3 pences ; 


/ 
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pences; but as he gave the greater part even of 
this, towards relieving diſtreſſed families, it may 
with Juſtice be ſaid, that he was much more 
/ liberal and beneficent than his grandfather Lewis 
XIV. becauſe he was liberal of his on: for is 
it being beneficent to laviſh the property of others 
upon courtiers, women of pleaſure, and favou- 
rites; is it not rather being injuſt? The dau- 
phin of Burgundy was not magnificent, but he 
was truly beneficent; a character infinitely more 


valuable than the other, 


Was it not an act of the greateſt injuſtice in 
Lewis XIV. to attempt giving the children he 
bad by madame de Monteſpan, a right of ſucceſ- 
ſion to the crown, which they could never have 
by the eſtabliſned laws of their country; for be- 
ing horn of madame de Monteſpan, during the 
life · time of her huſband, they could never ap- 
pear in the eye of the law, otherwiſe than as the 
children of Mr. Monteſpan, and younger bro- 
thers to the duke d' Antin? If Lewis had been 
made the judge of an affair of this nature in anq- 
ther prince, would he have thought it juſt ? 
Henry IV. his grandfather, would never have 
been guilty of ſuch an act of injuſtice. 


It is certain that the great power of Lewis 
* 2 during his e dme, throw a kind of 


vell 
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veil oyer the injuſtice of his proceedings; but 


this veil will wear off in a few years, and the 


public will then judge of his actions, as it now 
judges of thoſe of the emperor Charles V. and it 
will then appear how much Henry IV. and the 
dauphin of Burgundy, exceeded him in juſtice. 


Nevertheleſs we muſt allow, to the honour" of 
Lewis XIV. that he had a great ſhare of patience, 
moderation, and politeneſs; that he had a bold 
ſpirit; was firm in his conduct, and perfectly 
well underſtood the different parts of govern- 
ment; and that for ſo powerful a prince, and 
one at the ſame time who had been fo wrongly 
brought up, he was poſſeſſed of many amiable 
qualifications. I make not the leaſt doubt, that 
if he had had the ſame advantages of birth with 
Henry IV. and had in his youth been accuſtomed 
to contradiction, and a laudable emulation of ſur- 
paſſing thoſe of his own age, in exerciſes becom- 


ing a young prince, he would have had a much 


greater regard to juſtice. But, alas! kings who 
boaſt a ſuperiority of power and advantages over 
thoſe of a private condition, in the indulging 
themſelves in an effeminate, idle, and voluptu- 
ous way of living, fall far ſhort of them in gen- 
tleneſs of manners, true fortitude, and found 


ynderſtandings. 
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He was blamed by many for his grave deport. 
ment, which they called ſurlineſs but, in my opini- 
on, ſuch an air was neceſſary, to make himſelf more 
reſpected by a nation naturally given to 1 of 
familiarity,” and this for their own good for 


there is no governing overgrown children, but 
by putting on a certain air of authority that in- 


ſpires reſpect. Therefore, if he had not of him- 
ſelf been fond of homage and reſpect, he ought, 
for the good of His ſubjects, to have affected an 
air of majeſty and reſerve, and to behave to his 
courtiers as he did, by 2 5 weck and commu- 


_— hin (if leſs.” 


He ay made chokes of f people of " birth 
for his miniſters, preferable to thoſe of a higher 
quality; - in which I ſhould always have commend- 
ed his prudence, hd he at the fame time made 
choice of men nius and abilities. The fa- 
mily of a king ſhould never have any thing to 
fear from the credit and power of his miniſters. 
But a miniſter of power and credit, ſhould be 
have ſo in his miniſtry, as to preſerve the royal 
authority pure and N ge for the next 

eee. | 


He was very fond of bite: bur fo far am I 
ſrom condemning this paſſion in him, though 


fometimes carried to exceſs, that I think kings 
can- 
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cannot have too great a thirſt for praiſe: but un- 
happily thoſe who had the care of his infancy 
and youth, had neglected to teach him what 
things were truly praiſe-worthy. They had not 
raught him that kings are alone praiſed for their 
virtuous actions; that is, for their ſtrict obſer- 
vance of juſtice in doing an injury to no one, 
though prompted to it by a deſire of revenge; 
and their ſteady adherence to the practice of 
beneficence, and the ſurmounting all obſtacles 
to become the benefactors of the public : hence 
he was as ignorant as the generality of the world, 
of what deſerves praiſe or cenſure, They had 
inſpired him with no inclinations but thoſe of 
augmenting his power, and making a parade of 
it; without ſhewing him that unjuſt and lawleſs 
power 1s always deteſtable, and the more fo the 
greater it is. 


The extravagant praiſes that his miniſters 
and courtiers were inceſſantly laviſhing on 
him, had made him -rather too vain; and the 
number of evil reports and calumnies that he 
had heard of others, made him very ſuſpicious, 
diffident, and diſdainful: he did not ſufficiently 
comprehend the difference' that good or bad ſuc- 
ceſs in the management of affairs, made in the 
ſpirit and integrity of his minifters; and unhap- 
pily he never thought of putting in practice the 
method 
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method of ſcrutiny, by thirty compeers, to dif. 
cover, with certainty, the three perſons of the 
greateſt natural merit among thoſe compeers, 


He has been ſufficiently extolled for his mag- 
nificence ; but never praiſed for his great juſtice 
towards his neighbours, or his great beneficence 
to his people, as Lewis XII. was. 


When he firſt began to take the reins of go- 
vernment, the only method he had of acquiring 
a ſuitable idea of the worth of thoſe actions that 
merit real praiſe, was by conſulting the writings 
and obſervations of the wiſeſt and moſt virtuous 
hiſtorians : but unhappily for him, thoſe who 
had the management of his education, had neg- 
lected to inſpire him with a taſte for this kind of 
reading ; nor was he acquainted with Plutarch's 
lives, that book of princes. 


| Immediately upon the death of the king, the 
duke of Orleans went to the parliament as regent, 
where the king's will was opened and read; and, 
notwithſtanding the diſpoſitions there recom- 
mended, he was acknowledged regent of the 
kingdom, and inveſted with the fulleſt authority 
and the article in the late king's will, by which 
he had neither the title nor prerogative of regent 
| ele was laid aſide as contrary to the fun- 
damental 
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damental laws of ſtate, which makes it a cuſtom 
in every hereditary monarchy, for the neareſt re- 
lation of age to the deceaſed king, to act as regent 
of the kingdom with royal authority till che 
preſent minor comes of age. 

And this cuſtom is by ſo much the more pru- 
dent, as the feveral officers of ſtate, who kno v 
that this is to be the caſe, will always make it their 
account to obey the perſon who 1s to be regent, 


in the ſame manner, during his regency, as they 
. muſt obey the king after he comes of age: thus 


the mother of Lewis XIV. was declared regent, 
notwithſtanding the will of the king her huſband, 


which deprived her of the chief prerogative, that 


of chuſing her own council, and not having a 
right to determine, independant of the majority 


of voices in council. 


. The regent told the parlament, that, agree- 
able to the plan of the late dauphin, he intended 


to appoint ſeveral boards of council, for the 
better direction of his conduct in the n 


* diverſity of affairs. 


Such a plan would anſwer very well for the 
diſcuſſing of intricate affairs, and the improve- 


ment of regulations and eſtabliſhments; and, in 


general, for the management of all buſineſs that 
| did 


— 
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did not call for immediate diſpatch or determi- 
nation; but it was neceſſary at the ſame time, 
to keep council conſtantly ſitting for the diſpatch 
of the urgent buſineſs of the day, and to enforce 
the uninterrupted execution of former regula- 
tions, 


It was wrong to refer the buſineſs of the day 
to the grand councils; he had nothing to do but 
follow, in this reſpect, the old form of govern- 
ment under Lewis XIV. which was to have a 
number of miniſters for the feveral departments, 
and to add the deliberative councils under each 
miniſter, - for thoſe affairs of importance that 

required leſs diſpatch, and were not as yet 


About a month after the king's death, the 
regent wrote a circular letter to the intendants of 
the provinces, requiring them to give in a plan, 
for more readily preventing the grievous diſpro- 
portions in the aſſeſſment and levying of the 
general tax: this was certainly the moſt impor- 
tant object of that part of the government which 
relates to the revenue. But this intention was 
rendered fruitleſs, for want of eſtabliſhing an 
office, purpoſely for ſuch an undertaking, formed 
of members equally ſkilful and zealous in the 


deſired diſcoveries. 


lth 
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fn the beginning of this year, there were three 

edits for raiſing about 500,000 livres a year, 

upon the taxes and controles, at the ſixteenth 
penny, payable by dividend every year. 


It would have been very eaſy for Deſmarets, 
who ſtill continued at the head of the revenue, 
to find means of borrowing a ſum equal to thoſe 
annuities, at the twentieth. penny, towards the 
end of the year, becauſe the intereſt upon the 
ſtanding annuities of the Hotel de Ville, had been 
reduced to the twenty-fifth penny, or four per 
cent. whereas they were before at the twentieth 
penny, or five per cent. but ſoon after the death 
of Lewis XIV. Deſmarets was removed from his 
office. The duke de Noailles, who was made 
preſident of the finances*, did not, in all appear- 
ance, conceive the whole importance of keeping 
up this method of annuities, payable by dividend 
every year, to raiſe money upon an emergency. 


Thus this excellent method of annuities, which 


| we had from the Engliſh, was dropt, before it 


had time to be brought to perfection, by remov- 
ing the chief officer of the revenue, who firſt 
introduced it, 


* The ſame office as the chancellor of the exchequer 
with us. | 


This 
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This proves how neceſſary it is, for the better 


carrying on every part of the ſtate policy, to have 
perpetual councils of deliberation; which, by 


being always in force, may powerfully ſupport 


and improve good regulations; and that every 
miniſter confine himſelf to the decrees and regu- 

lations of his own department, and to ſee them 
put in daily execution, as well as all ſuch new 
ones as may be agreed upon by the councils of 


adyice. | 


An edi en that was greatly approved 


by all honeſt men: this was a revocation of an 


infinite number of privileges that had been 
granted to moneyed people, who had purchaſed 
them at a cheap rate, to exempt themſelves 


from the taille. They had their Seen 


repaid them, D 


— | 1716. 

The young king now came to take up his 
reſidence in Paris, which was very agreeable to 
the citizens, the officers of the army, and the 
long- robe, and thoſe of the king's houſhold. 
The regent had made choice of Paris as the moſt 
convenient place for diverſions; but by transfer- 
ring the court hithe?, the miniſtry was hurt 


in its authority: this the late king was ſenſible of, 
and 
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and accordingly had, for upwards of twenty 
years, fixed his place of reſidence at St. Germain, 
which was built by Francis I. and is about four 
leagues and a half from Paris: but, in the year 
1681, he removed from thence to his new 
palace of Verſailles, about a league and half from 
St. Germain, and four leagues from Paris; and 
ere 
death. 


It is proper that the reſidence of the court 
ſhould be near enough to Paris, to procure all the 
neceſſary conveniences from thence, and to ad- 
mit of the miniſters going every day to give 
audiences, ànd tranſmit buſineſs with the king; 
and that it ſhould be dearer living there than at 
Paris, that the conveniences ſhould not be in ſo 
great number, as in the metropolis; and that 
the going thither ſhould be attended with ſome 
expence, to prevent the court from being crowded 
by the populace, or filled with a ſet of uſeleſs 
courtiers; by which the miniſters will be more 
at leiſure to do their buſineſs. 


The leſs the king, and thoſe who govern un- 


der him, are ſeen by the people, the greater 
reſpe& will they have ſhewn them, and the more 


readily will they be obeyed. 
, | The 


1 y6 Potirtcat ANALY. 

10 The foundation of happineſs in a ſtate; is 
1 tranquility; the baſis of tranquility, is abſolute 
whadichcs, obedience i is built upon reſpect: this 


latter is founded upon a proper reſerve} and this 
22 1— - a 
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The E likewiſe ere an additional 
od of ſecurity, by being removed from 
general communication; for thoſe who might 
be deſirous of engaging in machinations againſt 
their authority, cannot ſo well effect their pur- 
poſes at a diſtance from tlie court, and would be 
readily ſuſpected of ſome deſign, if * Wa 

| —_— to teſide at Verſailles.” | 


- But it would be neceſſary for us public con- 
venience, that ſome of the offices of ſtate ſhould 
be held at Paris, in the place de Vendòme, where 


= the Lhancellor's office is now held. And all the wy 
1 offices of the council, without exception, ſhould 0 
| N. (9G | | ; 
| nie f Holt yt * 

At this time were revived, the Aſpites among m 

the theologians, on account of the bull Unigenitus. Pi 


Had the regent ifſued out an edict of /ilence, and 
erected a court of police in the parliament of 
| 


Paris, and in each of the other parliamerits of * 
the kingdom, for inforcing the obſervance of ht 
_ this edict, under proper penalties, he would have a 


put 
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put a ſpeedy end to thoſe diſputes which are to 
be terminated . 9 


vance of 4 general lac. 


As thoſe who had the farming of the king's 


revenues had made immenſe profits, at the ex- 
pence of the people, during the adminiſtration 


of the finances from 1689; the regent erected 


# court for regulating the taxes; which were to 
be determined by the account of incomes given 


in for the current year 1716. By this regula» 
tion, he raiſed about 140 millions of government 
bonds, for diſcharging the national debt. 


We ſaw with pleaſure, the eſtabliſhment and 
progreſs of the bank; from which the kingdom 
would have reaped many ſingular advantages, 
had it not taker credit for above a third more 
than it had real caſh'to diſcharge ; which was the 
occaſion of its breaking in two or three years. The 
court, inſtead of laying out the bank - notes in 
merchandiſes or effects, readily convertible into 
money, purchaſed actions with them, for making 
preſents to women, great men, and courtiers. 


This year came out a very curious pamphlet; 
which for i its authenticity, and the ſolid and ſen. 


| ible manner in which it was wrote, deſerves, in 


my opinion, a place in theſe Annals: itis a Me- 


Vor. II. H morial 
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morial of Mr. Deſmarets, in defence of his con- 


duct, in the management of the finances, during 
the laſt years of the reign of Lewis XIV. 


- This work is particularly intereſting, by the 
plain and ſimple manner in which the writer re- 
preſents the immenſe load of debts, which that 
prince ſo imprudently and unjuſtly brought upon 

his people, to maintain thoſe long and bloody 
wars, which might have been ſo eaſily avoided. 
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L E T T E N 
"WRITTEN BY 


Mr. DzsMARETS, to Monſeigneur the Duke 


df OxLEANs, Regent of the Kingdom, 
inclofing bile this Memoridl, | 


MO NSEIGNEUR, 


1 hunbly Jeech your Rigel Highuſs tn luise 6 
few moments attention on the incloſed Memorial, 
which 1 bave the bonour af | preſenting * 


The MEMORIAL. 


T late king having done me the honour 
appoint me, on the 20th of February, 
1708, to the 1— of Controller General of the 
Finances; I bore the weight of this employ 
with the moſt earneſt and. continued applica- 

© tion, till the firſt of F 1718, 


Your 
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Toux royal highneſs is ; perfe&ly. ſenſible that, 
ſinee the edict of the 5th of September 
1661, (hy which the late king ſuppreſitd, for 
ever, "the alice of ſyprimendant of the finances) 


the controller-general has never had the ordering 


or accounting for any iſſues or expences. The 


nete king performed all the functions of ſuperin- | 


tendant himſelf ; and never made any payments, 
but in in virtue of ſuch warrants and accounts, as 


were ſigned by himſelf : ſo that the buſineſs of 


controller-general, was ſimply to execute the 
orders . by his bay, "po 


( 14142 


— as] eaulet only ee of the 


the king's orders; L, amg not obliged to give an 
account of my adminiſtration to any one: but 


a motive of honour, he the reſpect I owe to your 
royal highneſs, eq urge me to give all the 
| bghts'in my power, into the condition of the 


finances on the twentieth of February, 2708, 
the time I. Was firſt” called to the management 


of them; what was done during the ſpace 
of ſeven yeats/and -A half, till the king's death, 
in order, to ſu e expences af the war, and 
the ge Dy the 175 and the ſituation in which 
I Kft them, 0n the felt of September 1715. 


iy 0 I* 


IN. 


My firſt and moſt earneſt eb was em- 
en, myſelf maſter of the tate of the 


_ = wyrew 


1411 


MEMORIAL or Mk. DezMartTs 10K 


debts incurred by the government, and- of the 
caſh notes which had loſt their credit; and which 
had occaſioned ſuch an exceſſive | ſcarcity of 
money, that the payment of the troops was al- 
moſt univerſally deficient throughout the ſeveral 
departments. The reſult of this ſurvey could 
not, without the greateſt unprudence, have been 
made public at that time: on the contrary, it 
was abſolutely neceſſary to conceal the bad ſitua- 
tion of things, for fear of totally failing in the 
reſources for future ſupplies; but it was fo well 
known what notes were due to the public, that 
the moſt fimple explanation is ſufficient to demon- 
ſtrate the truth, | 


There were due to the public, on the 20th of 
February 1708, for new caſh notes reformed in 
1707, (the mark of ſilver being then at twenty- 
eight livres) ſeventy-two millions 
of livre. 72000000 


Caſh notes converted into notes 
on the farmers- general of the 
united farms, the receivers 
of the revenue, payable in five 
Fears; fifty four millions, four 
hundred, thirty- five thouſand, eight at 
hundred and twenty-five livres. 54435825 


Carried over; - Livres 126434825 


T 
* 


ants, for keeping up the credit of 
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Brought over, Livres een 


n neces not performed, 
and ordered to be kept in che te-. 


ſurer's cheſts, of which funds 


were to he made; nine millions, 


, five hundred, ſeven thouſand, Ang, 
two. each and 5% Brea 
eng Op I, EU r *% "9507248 


. 


ern. 5 70 


aids, in form of 2 loan; ſeven 7 6] 


millions, two hundred thouſand 
livres. - END + 2 4x46 1 


Promiſory notes of the cheſt of 
the Gabelles; fixty millions, four 


hundred ſixty- three thouſand, * 


ven hundred and fifty livres. une 
Notes of credit allowed to the 

treaſurers of the extraordinary de on 

partment of war, and their . 


their office, for the years 2706 ane I 
1707; fixty-one.-millions, ſeven + 
hundred, five - thouſand, - Gt 


oy livres. > 17 > Gerpgta7 


 Cartied over, + 2 Lies "205312650 
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„ wwS ..* 


 Memoriat or Ma. DsMARETSs. 107 


Brought over, - Livres 265312650 
Intereſt ſunk upon theſe ſeveral 
articles; twenty - ſeven millions, 
nine hundred, -ninety-ane thou- 

ſand, ſix hundred and ſixty-five | 

— -'- o ow =» 27991665 


Due to the treaſurers of the 
ſeveral departments, warrants and 
accounts not audited ; one hundred 
and two millions, three hundred 
ſixty-ſix thouſand, eight hundred 
and thirty-three livres, = - « 102366833 


—— — 


Anticipated, on the revenues 
of the year 1708, for the calls 
of the year 1716; fifty - four 
millions, eight hundred thirty - 
three thouſand, eight hundred and 
_ thirty-three livres. 64333833 


Ditto, on the years 1709, 1710, 
1711, and 1712; fourteen mil- 
lions, two hundred eighty - ſix 
thouſand, ſix hundred and ſeventy 
liyre . - - - 14286650 


Carried over, Livres 144791651 


H 4 Brought - 
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Brought over, Livres 464791651 
Borrowed at Genoa; twenty 
millions of livres. - * .- » 20000000 


Due to the Sieur Bernard for 

.. monies advanced to the troops; 

for which he had the notes of the 

treaſurers of the extraordinary de- 

partment of war, and which 

were to be replaced; eleven mil- 

lions of livres. ,- ,- 110000000 


To the two Hogners, brothers, 
for monies advanced for the army 
in Italy, in 1706; five millions | 
of livres. - + = = » 5000000 


The expences of the year 

1708, in virtue of mandates iſſued ; 

. two hundred and two millions, | 

ſeven hundred eighty-eight thou- 

ſand, three hundred and fifty-four ,, FN 
„ - ;- - -.- - . 207854 


Sum total, ſeven hundred three 
millions, - five hundred, eighty 
thouſand, and five livres. 


CITE ? Ei 
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Sum total '- -- Livres wy 703580005 
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The funds for the year 1708, having been 
almoſt all expended before hand, there remained 
good for that year, after deducting the anticipated 


charges and aſſignments, only twenty millions, 


one hundred eighty - eight thouſand, three * 
dred and eighty livres. 


There had been no diſpoſition made, for ſup- 
Plying the troops with proviſions, during the 
campaign: nor any funds ſettled for raiſing the 
neceſſary recruits of men and horſes. 


Such was the condition of the king's revenue: 
ſuch was the government debt, then running on; 
and ſuch the ſituation of the funds that were to 
ſatisfy all theſe debts; when Mr. Chamillard, who 
had over and above this employ, the care of the 
department of war, petitioned his majeſty to diſ- 
charge him of. a burthen, that was every day 
growing more ny more | heavy. 


To this it may be | added, that the ſcarcity of 


| ſpecies, the conſiderable ſums due to the treaſu- 
rers and contractors, the bad payment of aſlign- 


ments, and the king's low credit, and the great 
diſcount upon caſh notes and paper money of all 


kinds, had thrown the finances into a confuſion, 
that ſeemed utterly impoſſible to be remedied. 


In 
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In this dreadful | ſituation, the King was pleaſed 
to nominate me to the office of controller-general. 
1 was ſufficiently acquainted with the ſtate of 
affairs, and the little probability there was of 
anſwering fuck great demands, with ſo trivial 
a fund. All this, I fay, appeared to me in its 
full light, and I felt the whole weight of the 
charge impoſed on me: but his majeſty did not 
give me leave to repreſent to him, what I knew 
of the ſtare of the finances; he prevented me by 
telling me plainly, that he very well knew what 
condition they were in himſelf; that he did not 
require impoſſibilities at my hands: but that if 
J could ſucceed, it would be doing him a piece 
of ſervice, of which he ſhould be mindful ; and 
that if I miſcarried, he Os not impute the 


conſequences to me. 


vel] thoughe myſelf obliged to begin this difficult 

adminiſtration, by a dtcifive ftroke; which, by 
giving the public a proof that I knew what be- 
longed to the order and ceconomy to be obſerved 
in every good adminiſtration, -might of itſelf he 
able to give a freſh” circulation to our money, 
and revive our doping credit. 


2 e chat the royal ener. as being 
the centre of the finances, ought to receive the 
whole produce of his majeſty's revenues. And 


this 


2 enen 
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this I endeavoured to ſee done, by ſuins 
from every payment, enn W 
* 


I was An to this eee Wanne 
by four ſeveral 2 


Firſt, To obgatbaſame were accountable for 
any ſums to the revenue, to make their payments 
more readily and A Ware than heretofore, 


eee, That choſe who lent ſums to the 
government, might not be kept ſo long out of 
their money, nor loſe. part of the intereſt due 
to them, by the pretended difficulties of thoſe who 
had the making the payments; as ſuch delays 


had greatly hurt his majeſty's credit. 


Thirdly, That by immediately depoſiting the 
whole produce of the king's revenue into the 
royal treaſure, I might revive the credit of this 
new fund, which had lain in a manner dead for 


a conſiderable time; for I was perſuaded, that 
the only way to hinder the great diſproportion 
in the diſcounts between ſpecies and caſh notes, 
and to engage peqple to bring out their money, 
was to let them ſee a circulation of money in the 
royal coffers. 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, I wanted to form to myſelf a regu- 
lar and certain plan of adminiſtration, that I might 
be able to anſwer the moſt preſſing calls, hy 
knowing the exact ſtrength of this cheſt, by the 
weekly and monthly accaunts that I had ordered 
to be delivered into me for that purpoſe. 


This diſpoſition had the deſired <ffest, and 
mer with — ; aoomereeghl 
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To carry this ſcheme into execution, it was. 


neceſſary, in the firſt place, to vicar the funds in 
the year 1705, from the incumbrances of for. 
mer e r 
r ft ; as. 

His majeſtyj MES. adit * 
to be called in, and new ones made on the year 
1709; which was accordingly done. The lower- 
ing of the coin, which was firſt begun in March 
1708, and continued ſuccefively through the 
other months of that year, ſoon determined the 
poſſeſſors of aſſignments to bring them in, 
in order to ſave the monies that would have been 
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jolt upon them, had che government been able 
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ke muſt be obſerved, that the funds not 4 
nearly ſufficient for defraying the expences that 
were moſt neceſſary and urgent, a method was 
to be found for raiſing the credit, and facilitat- 


ing the negociation of new loans: and, as by an 


edit of the 29th of October 1707, it had been 
ordered, that no payment ſhould: be made or 
received, otherwiſe than in three-fourths ſpecies, 
and the remaining fourth in notes; this reſtraint 
upon the bargains between the borrower and 
the lender, had increaſed the ſtagnation of money : 
ſothat his majeſty, by an arrèt of the 27th of Feb. 
1508, took off this check, and left the parties 
full liberty of agreement. This arret, and the 
lowering, of the coin, occaſioned a pretty briſk 
circulation, and gave us the means of anſwering , 
the expences of this year. But we were obliged 
to have recourſe to other expedients, for future 
ſupplies. By four edicts, there were two mil- 
lions one hundred thouſand livres-raiſed by annui- 


ties, on the H6tel de Ville, at the fixeeenth pen- 
ny, or five per cent. for a principal of thirty-three / 


millions, ſix hundred thouſand livres. Aug- 


mentations were likewiſe made to the ſalaries, 


vii the officers of the ſuperior companies, and 
thoſe of the police and-revenue, were obliged to 


raiſe ; and which produced the ſum of eleven 


millions, four hundred thouſand livres. 
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There 
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There were ilfo ſeveral extraordiriary conttats 
made, to the neun or thirry- fix millions. | 


By virtue of all theſs expedients fund was 
produced for the expences of the campaign in 
| 1508, to the utter aſtoniſtiment of the enemies 

of France; who perſuaded themſelves that the 
finances 1 as a "__ 
longer . on 


| The fatal event of the battle of Oudenarde, 
and the taking of Lille, cauſed ſuch a new con. 
fuſion in affairs. that there were ſcarce any popes 
| left of letrieving them. es 


The mandates for the dee of "oy year 
1708, amounted to the ſum of two hundred two 
millions, ſeven Hundred eighty-three thouſand, 
three hundred and fifty- four leres. N 3354 


Of wich there was aſſigned os 4 D100 7 
different funds, the ſum of one 
hundred eighty « four millions, 
four hundred twenty- three e Ki} 24i0 

* and wre „ 3 

. — 10 
millions, three hundred and ſixty 
thouſand, three hundred and thir- we 
ty eight livre. - - 18360338 
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The ordinary and extraordinary funds for the 
year 1708, and the preceding years had pro- 
duced, ſince the 2oth of February 1708, two 
hundred twenty-nine millions, fifty - nine thou- 
ſand, four hundred and ſixty - | 
ſeven hivres. - « „229059467 


- Of which therewere expended, 
for the charges of the war in 1708, 
one hundred eighty-four millions, 
four hundred twenty-three thou- 
hed and thirty-ſux livres. 184423036 


— 1 "ES four millions, 
ſix hundred thirty - ſix thouſand, 
four hundred and thirty-one livres. 44636431 


The particulars of theſe ſeveral difpoſitions, 
make a large volume, 


1709. 


The neceſſity of carrying on the war, obliged 
the miniſtry to turn their thoughts, on reſtor- 
ing public credit, and facilitating the negocia- 
tion of the aſſignments, to be given in lieu of 
2 to bankers, treaſurers, contractors, and 

others, 
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others, charged with the furniſhing the neceſſury 
ſums for the ſervice. It was propoſed to order, 
that the aſſignments that had been drawn before 
hand on the revenues of the year, ſhould be dif- 
charged when they became due. This regulation, 
which was made by an-arret of the 19th of Fe- 
bruary in this year, had immediately all the ſuc- 
_ ceſs that was expected from it The bearers of theſe 
aſſignments, ſeeing themſelves ſecured in their 
payments, readily agreed to lend the trraſuters, 
, commiſſaries of the: ſtores, &: the money they 
received by ſuch payments: but this happy diſpo- 
tion quickly ſuffered a change. The inclemency 
of the winter, and the great dearth of all kinds of 
grain, made money more ſtarce chan ever; and, 
at the ſame time; the expentes of the war were to 
be provided for: We had troops to borrow, and 
their ſubſiſtance to ſecure; and likewiſe to re- 
medy the preſent dearneſs of grain in the king- 
dom.” oh ed $4.32 SLIT 30 27 ; 8 55) 1 x 


In this melancholy ſituation, it was i mpollible 
to make choice of means ſor raiſing, in a ſure 
and ſpeedy manner, the ſums neceſſary to defray 
the current expences. Such, therefore, were to 
be adopted, as had ſueceeded in preceeding years, 
though with'a very doubtful proſpect at preſent. 
New anndilties were raiſed · upon the Hotel de ville; 
augmentations of ſallaries were made, which a 


» 


' par- 
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particular ſet of officers were obliged to purchaſe; 


and ſeveral private contracts entered into, for 
aſſuring a fund for paying theſe expences. 


But the cuſtomary expedients in the finances, 
would have afforded but a very poor reſource, 
had not our ſouth - ſea ſhips arrived, contrary to 
all expectation, ſafe in the ports of France. 


The cargo of theſe ſhips was extremely rich; 
for they had on board upwards of thirty millions 
in gold, and ſilver bullion. It was propoſed to 
the proprietors, to bring in all their bullion to 
the mint office, and to lend one-half of it to the 
king; for which they were to receive aſſign- 
ments on the general receipts, with an intereſt 
of ten per cent. the other half was payed them 
down in ready money, to defray the charges of 
fitting out their ſhips; and pay what they owed to 
the merchants, and others, for goods which they 


had bought of them to freight thoſe veſſels for 


the markets of Peru. 


Mint-notes ſtill continued to be current, 
and occaſioned in the kingdom a great confuſion, 
ſo that it was found neceſſary to put a ſtop to 
their circulation it, or the troops muſt have gone 
unpaid, and the calls of the government un- 
anſwered. 

Vor. II. I Ir 
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It was thought proper to take advantage of 
the great quantity of bullion in the mint, to 
order a general recoinage, and make a new | 
ſpecies, differing in weight from the former. Ac- 
cordingly, by an edict in May, it was ordered, 
that the louis d'or, coined in virtue of the edict « 
of the. foregoing month, ſhould go for twenty 
livres, inſtead of ſixteen livres ten ſols; and that 


the crown ſhould go for five livres, inſtead of hi 
four livres eight ſols. 
Thus by raiſing the nominal value of the coin, th 


it was propoſed to remedy the inconveniences, 
that had heen occaſioned by the circulation of the 
mint- notes. | 


It was therefore ordered, that there ſhould be 
paid into the ſeveral mints five-ſixths in ſpecies, or 
bullion, and one-ſixth in paper- money; the whole 
to be repaid in ready money of the new ſpecie. 


There were four reaſons that principally deter- 
mined the having recourſe to this general recoin- 


age. 


Firſt, The facility of providing by the new 
coin, for the payments due to thoſe who had 
brought their monies into the mint; as the great 
quantity 
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quantity of ſouth · ſea bullion, had made that 
office ſufficiently rich to anſwer all demands. 


Secondly, The return of the money of the 
kingdom, that had been carried into foreign 
countries. 


Thirdly, The profits ariſing from thehce to 
his majeſty. 


Fourthly, The application of thoſe profits to 
the calling in and ſuppreſſing the mint- notes. 


Theſe ſeveral regulations ſucceeded very hap- 
pily : they produced funds for paying the armies : 
they made the bearers of paper-money exert 
themſelves, in procuring five times the quantity 
of ſpecie and bullion, to that of paper; and fo 
revived the circulation of ready money. 


Proviſion was made at the ſame time, for con- 
verting the old ſpecie of the Straſburg money, 
which had been coined in conſequence of the 
edict of October 1704, into the preſent new ſpe- 
cie, to be current only in the province of Alſace 
and Saare, Some few contracts were likewiſe 
made for exemption from capitation, and ſome 
other extraordinaries, to the amount of thirty 
millions, 3 

12 But 


116 Memoniai. or, Ma. DesMAR ETS. 


But the moſt important affair, and that which 
gave the greateſt trauble, was to remedy the 
exceſſive dearneſs and ſcarcity of proviſions; and 
to provide a. ſufficient quantity for the ſub- 
ſiſtancę of the troops. br 1 


Each province was obliged to furniſh 557,900 
ſacks of corn; which were conyey'd by land 
carriage, at a very great riſk and expence to the 
magazines, appointed for the reception of the 
proviſions of the army. They coſt from thirty 
to forty livres a ſack. The ſubſiſtence of the 
army this year, coſt forty-five millions. 


| Regard was likewiſe to be had to the eity of 
Paris, and thoſe provinces that ſuffered | moſt 
from the general ſcarcity. For this purpoſe, 
ſeveral private perſons were contracted with, for 
importing corn from foreign countries: one in 
particular was for importing 120, ooo quintals of 
wheat from Barbary, and the iſlands. of the 
Archipelago, to be delivered at the ports of Tou- 
lan, Marſailles, and Cette; ſrom whence! it was 
to be conveyed to Paris: another was for import- 
ing corn from the northern countries, by the 
way of Dantzick, 


; There were likewiſe ſeveral other contracts of 


the like nature, for different countries. And it 
| may 


7 = 0 
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may be confidently aſſerted, that the great care 
and attention that was beſtowed on this article, 
not only prevented an exceſſive increaſe in the 
price of grain, but even cauſed a ſenſible fall in 
the price it was then at, as ſoon as it came to be 


known that theſe contrmcta had been ſer on foot. 


The deplorable condition of the kingdom in 
the year 1709, will always continue in-the me- 
mory of every honeſt man, and good chriſtian, 
and the greateſt care and attention was required, 
ta keep up the ſpirits of the people, and provide 
for the ſubſiſtence of the metropolis. The king 
ſuſpended the exemption from the taille, that had 
been granted ſince the firſt of January 1689, to 
thoſe officers whoſe yearly revenue was under ten 
thouſand livres. 


By an arret in October of this year, his majeſty 
remitted his people fix mi lions, on the taxes for 
the enſuing year: and a ſhort time afterwards, in 
ſettling the quotas of each generailty, he rene 
ted them near two millions more, 


He likewiſe leſſened the cuſtoms. on oxen, 
ſheep, and wine. 


The * according to the mandates for 
this year, amounted to two hundred twenty- one 
on 1 3 mil- 
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millions, one hundred and ten thouſand, five 
hundred and forty- ſeven livres. 221110547 


The ſums aſſigned amounted only 
to a hundred ninety-nine millions, 
one hundred forty-eight thouſand, 
nine hundred and twenty-ſix livres. 199148926 
Remains to be raiſed, twenty- 
one millions, nine hundred ſixty- 
one thouſand, ſix hundred and 
twenty-one livre. 


21961621 


„ 


— 


And to defray theſe expences, 
the king's ordinary revenue 
amounted only to thirty- eight 
millions, one hundred ſixty- two 
thouſand, eight hundred and 
twenty-ſeven livres. - - 33162827 


There had been anticipated by 

aſſignments on the revenues of 

eight years to come, viz. to 1717 

incluſive, fifty- two millions, ſeven 
hundred ſixty- one thouſand, fourt 
hundred and four livre. 52761404 
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Brought over - 90924231 


The farmers of the poſts, and 


of the tobacco duties, were re- 


quired to advance ſums for furniſh- 
ing the overplus of the aſſigned 
ſums, to the amount of ſeven mil- 
lions, three hundred thirty - ſeven 
thouſand, one hundred and ninety- 
fiv c livres. 3 


And the remainder was raiſed 
| by aſſignments on the domains, 
and the farms of the controllerſhip 
of acts, the exemption of capi- 
tation of particular perſons, and 
of the clergy, and on the yearly 
loan and duty, and the ſeveral 
contracts, to the amount of one 
hundred millions, eight hundred 
eighty- ſeven thouſand, and five 
hundred livre... 


Total, being one hundred nine- 
ty - nine millions, one hundred 
forty-eight thouſand, nine hundred 
and twenty-ſix livre. 


7337195 


100887500 


— = = - - - Livres 199148926 


I 4 


There 
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There is one obſervation very neceſſary to be 
made; which is, that theſe laſt funds of the con- 
trollerſhip of the acts of notaries, the exemp- 
tion from capitation for the clergy, and the 
yearly loan and dues, did not take place till the 
year 1710 and 1711: ſo that it may be very juſt- 
ly faid, that the army and the government were 
ſubſiſted by a kind of miracle in this year 1709, 
by means of the ſums advanced by the farmers, 
receivers, and · others; who either lent their 
money or their credit, and were PUR © as the 
* funds came in. | 


But the coinage was of ſingular ſervice, pro- 
ducing no leſs a fund than eleven millions, five 
hundred ſeven thouſand, ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-three livtes, which was very uſefully em- 


ployed in paying the troops. 


1710. 


The detail given of the methods made uſe of, 
for raiſing the ſupplies in the year 1708 and 1709, 
ſufficiently proves how difficult, not to ſay how 
impoſſible, it was to find reſources for defraying 
the future expences of the war; which was now 
carried on with more vigour than ever on 
the {ide of the enemy, after the taking of Tour- 


— nai, 
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nai, and the bad ſucceſs of the battle of Malpla- 
quet, which was followed by the ſurrender of 


Mons. 


In this ſituation of things, I propoſed to tho 
king, in November 1709, to erect a new court 
of adminiſtration for extraordinary affairs, conſiſt- 
ing of twelve receivers-general; and to eſtabliſh 
a cheſt, for receiving the funds ariſing therefrom, 
which they ſhould endeavour to recover; as 
likewiſe the funds immediately ariſing from the 
office itſelf. ; 


On this occaſion, the receivers-general gave 
ſignal proofs of their affection to the fervice, by 
declaring that, in charging themſelves with this 
adminiſtration, they gave up all pretentions to 
any perquiſites or profits ariſing from them, 
and ſhould content themſelves with the intereſt 
for the ſums they ſhould advance; requiring only 


that the expences of the office of Paris, and thoſe 


& the ſeveral provinces, ſhould be defrayed by 


the king. 


An office was accordingly eſtabliſhed at Paris, 
with a director and a caſhier: and to give a 
greater.credit to this new form of adminiſtration, 
(which met with a more favourable reception 
from the public, heartily weary ot dealing with 

| "oo 
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the farmers of the revenue, as it ſaw that the 
produee would be raiſed without any expence, 
or any profits ariſing to the directors) a ſtock was 
thrown into the cheſt, from which were drawn 
the neceſſary expences of the government; and 
this ſo increaſed the credit of the bank, that it 
may be faid to have ſupported the government 
till April 1715. 


The extraordinary affairs that the receivers. 
general were charged with the management of, 
were the following: 


1. The exemption from the yearly loan and 
dues. | 


| 2, The additional denier on the united places 
of eee, and receiver of the taxes. 


a. The fines, or augmentations on the ſala- 
ries, laid on officers who have accounts to 
pals. 


4. The ſale or mortgage of the controllerſhip 
of the notaries acts. 
4 5. The exemption of the capitation for the 
clergy. . _ | 
| Theſe 


— — „ 1 W 
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Theſe ſeveral extraordinary funds, produced 
near ſixty- eighty millions, without any deduction 
of two ſols in the livre; and the recoveries were 
made and ſecured, without any expence to the 
debror. 


And * let it be noticed, that the extraordi- 
nary cauſes, managed by the receivers-general, 
produced forty-three millions, one hundred ſeven: 
teen thouſand, two hundred and forty- ſix livres 
the remittance gf which, at the ſixth-penny and 
two ſols in the livre, would have. amounted ta 
eleven millions, ſix hundred and ninety thou- 
ſand livres; n 
the debtors. rue; 


© Such is the origin of this board of the revenue, 

the receipts of which are made by diſcharges 
from the commiſſioners of the royal treaſury, and 
of the treaſurer of the caſual revenue, accompt- 
able to the council only, as was practiſed by the 
contractors, 


"Theſe diſpoſitions being thus ſettled, it re. 
mained to conſider of the cheapeſt agd readieft 
yay of purchaſing proviſions for the army. 

The intendants were ordered to make bargains; 
and an eſtimate was given in of the neceſſary 
quantity of proviſions wanted for the troops in 
ain winker 
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winter garrifon, and for the armies on foot. 


This amounted to 733,000 ſacks; and the colt, 


1 an e was mh e 
millions. un zou 


1 
7 
— - 


The commiſſaries of the ſtores were 7 


ed with furniſhing the proper carriages for con- 
veying the proviſions to the army, the grinding 
of the corn, and the making, baking, and diſtri- 
buting of rhe bread; which nevertheleſs, was a 
conſiderable expence, conſidering” * ene 
Earth uf. omar f + gorges ele! 
K is worthy endes cid — A 
pences of the year 1709 and 1710, were increafet 
in compariſon with the preceeding years; occa- 
fidhied by the extraordinary Fee. a pine, 
curing thoſs u years. p94; wage | 
DOR ATT A Hoilicirnd acl or 
by This year the king made an Gba A 
peace; and the marſhäl elles, and the abe 
3 cardinal) Polignac, were ſent to 


e, . to, Fonfer with, the depy uties of 
954 45 ates £ 9 749 Holland. * 5 10 bdo, 07 55 igel! 


Every 0 one 1 that thok Be erences failed 


of; fucceſs : the war cdntinued; and the enfmy 
having beſieged and taken Douai, St. Venant, 
Bethune, and Aire, it became more ur 


1271 N 
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than ever, to think of new methods of . 


the war on our ſide. 


The government was at this time in the moſt 
preſſing ſituation. The reſources of the finances, 
which bad been racked for near twenty-two years, 
were now wholly worn out, and all circumſtances 
concurred to render the diſorder incurable. 


In this extremity, ſeveral perſons were required 


to deliver in their aecounts: many of the re- 


ceivers-general, and other officers of the revenue, 
were called upon, and gave in their different 
memorials. It was neceſſary to be aſſured of a 
yearly fund during the war, without affecting 
the king's revenue, as all the other methods made 
uſe of hitherto had done. After a very long and 
tedious examination, no expedient could be 
found more ſuitable, than that of the tenth- 
penny on the revenue, of all funds and, in gene- 
ral, of all perſonal eſtates. 


This was ordered to be impoſed by awedi& of 
the th of October 1710. This was a ſevere and 
violent remedy; and the enemies of France 
perſuaded themſelves, that it would he impoſſi- 
ble to eſtabliſh it : but when they ſaw how readily 
and quietly the people concurred in aſſiſting the 


government in its neceſſities, they began to look 
Fi 


upon 
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upon the tenth-penny as an inexhauſtable Ree 
in time of war, 


the principal motives that determined the enemy 
to liſten to a pacification : indeed they explained 
themſelves too clearly on this head, to have any 
room to doubt of the truth of this aſſertion. 


It was next reſolved to cancel all the aſſign- 
ments that had been made for ſums advanced. 
and to convect them into anuities on the Hotel 
de ville. | 


The mandates iſſued for the expences of the 
year 1710, amounted to two hundred twenty - 
five millions, eight hundred forty-ſeven thouſand, 
two hundred and eighty - three 

D 125847283 


The ſums aſſign- 1 
ed till the 31ſt of | 
December amount- | 
ed to - - - - 185491039] 


08 320 
There had been aſ- | 917 
ſigned in the courſe 
of the year 1714 | 
for the ſaid expences 2448781 


- 1 . 


Carried over 


Remain 


One may venture to ſay, that this was one of 


20 


ain 
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Brought over 187939820 
Remain to aſſign, at the end of 
1714, of the expences of 1710, 
the ſum of thirty- ſeven millions, 
nine hundred ſeven thouſand, four 
hundred and ſixty- three livres 37907463 


The great dearth in 1709, and the bad harveſt 
in the following years, had cauſed a great dimi- 
nution in the king's revenues; ſo that the govern- 
ment could not continue to pay as heretofore, 
the arrears on the annuities of the Hotel de ville 
at Paris; and it was with difficulty, that it could 
pay ſix months out of twelve. 


This ſtoppage in the payment gave ſome reaſon 
to apprehend a diſturbance from the annuitants, 
However, the public being fatisfied that the 
whole produce of the farms was appropriated, 
with the greateſt exactneſs, to the payment of 
the annuities; and that the greateſt care was taken 
to draw out the funds that had been kept dormant 
in the banks of the ſeveral provinces, by the com- 
miſſaries, who were now under proſecution for the 
ſame; chearfully contributed to the ſupport of the 
ſtate, and ſuffered this ſtoppage in payment with 
tolerable ſubmiſſion. The government was like- 
wiſe obliged to ſtop payment of the ſalaries of 
the ſuperior companies. 


The 
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The cauſe of this ſtoppage in the payment was 
very well known: however, it may not be uſeleſa 
to obſerve, that the produce of the united generaj 
farms, which was generally eſtimated to be, one 
year with another, at leaſt forty-ſix millions, did 
not riſe in 1709 to above thirty-one millions, and 
in 1710 to above forty. 


1711 and 1712. 


From the foregoing account of the funds for 
ſupplying the expences of the year 1708, 1709, 
and 1710, it will appear how difficult it was to 
find reſources for the prodigious charges of thoſe 
three years. The eſtabliſhment. of the tenth- 
penny, brought great hopes with it at firſt, but it 
was ſoon found to be very deficient, for the levies 
of the beſt years did not amount to twenty four 
millions. 


"The tenths of the penſions and other ſums, 
payable to the royal treaſury, and ſubject to the 
deduction of the tenth-· penny, occaſioned a dimi- 
nution in the expences, but did not produce any 
2 fund for Clearin g thoſe which were actual 

be paid. 


Some 


me 
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Some method, therefore, was to be taken for 
ſecuring a ſucceſſion of funds in the ſeveral cheſts. 


This was the motive that occaſioned the decla- 
ration of October 1710 ordering the converſion 
of all the aſſignments drawn by advance, on the 
revenues of the years 1711, 1712, and 1713, as 
the moſt effectual means of deſtroying the paper 
money, that had given ſuch a check to the cir- 
nen of the ſpecies. 


on was likewiſe ordered by the * FE, 
tion, that all' the mint-notes which were ſtill in 
being, ſhould be converted into annuities, and 
the promiſory notes for five years, given in lieu 
of the mint-notes that had been reformed, to an- 
ſwer the loans raiſed on the notes of the pay- 
maſters of the forces, and their aſſiſtants, and 
the billets of ſubſiſtance granted to the officers of 
the army; and, in general, all fort of paper ſe- 
curity then in being. 


The re-coinage of the ſpecies in 1709, had 
already annihilated upwards of forty millions of 
caſh notes, and other paper ſecurities. 


By means of this we freed the funds that had 
been anticipated on the years 1711, 1712, and 


1713. . = 
X The 
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The accounts of the receivers- general of the 
finances were next audited, and their affignments: 
inſpected, to know what they were indebted for 
the caſh three years. 


- Theſe af0fitions, however excellent and ne- 

eeſſary, witk regard to the circumſtances of the 
times, entirely ruined the credit of the aſſign. 
ments; ſo that to provide before-hand for the 
expences of the years 1711 and 1712, we were 
obliged to throw into the cheſt of the receivers 
general, kept by ſche freur le Garde, which had 
now gained conſiderable credit, by the funds 
which were daily paying into it, aſſignments on 
the receivers-general for thoſe funds which re- 
mained clear of the capitation and taille, and 
the 'advance of eighteen millions of livres, that 
the receivers-general were obliged to make. on 
the produce of the tenths on eſtates in funds, as 
well for the Michaelmas quarter of 1710, as for 
the whole _ 1711. 


X But this produce was at that time very uncer- 
| tain; and never amounted through the whole 
nineteen generalities to above fourteen millions. 


I pfoſecution of this ſcheme, the keeper of 
the royal treaſute granted aſſignments to the ſicur 


U Fd on his receipts, and promiſory notes 
— 
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for the payment of the amount in ready money, 
or in acquittances, and which was regularly ex- 
ecuted hetween the caſhiers of the royal treaſury 
and the ſieur le Garde. 


And here it is neceſſary to obſerve, that in the 
beginning of this year 1711, his majeſty having 
teſolved to afſemble the army, before there was 
any graſs for forage, he gave orders for forming 
magazines of dry forage, ſufficient for the ſub- 
ſiſtance of the cavalry for ſix weeks; and this 
extraordinary expence, which was to be payed in 
ready money, over and above the other current 
expences, amounted to three millions and fifty 
thouſand livres, as may be ſcen in the order ſigned 
by the late king himſelf, 


To procure a ſure fund in the cheſt of direc- 
tors, for anſwering this article of forage, and ſe- 
veral others, the receivers-general were compell- 
ed to pay caſh to the cheſt, for the amount of 
the aſſignments of their firſt months collections, 
and to give their notes for thoſe of the laſt 
months, which was punctually complied with. 


Theſe notes of the receivers-general having 
but little time to run, were negociated at a mo- 
derate intereſt ; and the diſcount ſaved that muſt 
have been given to bankers and notaries, for 

K 2 negociating 
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negociating theſe * as in former 
175 rad] L211; a 4. 

Over and n 53 Ade in . of 
the firſt ſcheme, there was paid into the cheſt, 
without the intervention of farmers of the re- 
venues,” or any deduction or expences but thoſe 
attending the directorſhip, all the free gifts of the 
towns, and the half of the tax upon the inſpec- 
tors of the deeds and grants, which produced 
the neat ſum of three millions, ſuety eight thou- 
ſand, and ſixty-five livres. 


1990 29010 3/13 3VOGS. 71 | 

To increaſe the neceſſary a for u 
: the current expences, which were growing more 
and more preſſing, and agreeable to his majeſty's 
orders, the propoſals of divers private perſons 
were accepted, for advancing ſums, part in mo- 
ney, and part in paper ſecurity, which produced 
an actual ſum of five millions, two hundred am 
ſixty thouſand livers. 


The paper thus accepted did not exceed eight 
hundred and twenty-three thouſand livres, which 
has been ſince paid off, in alignments not bear- 
ing (vent. 


| The hate king having convoked an aſſembly of 
the clergy this year 1717, for levying the tax of 
the 


tl 
t 
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Dixieme, or tenth penny, that body propoſed to 
compound with his majeſty for the ſum of eight 
millions, and their offer was accepted. 


Theſe ſeveral funds altogether produced near 
three millions, which anſwered the expences of 
the years 1711 and 1712, 


The order of Malta, and the clergy of the 
biſhopricks of Metz, Toul, Verdun, and Perpig- 
nan, gave one hundred and thirty- two thouſand 
livres, for an exemption from the impoſition of 
the Dixieme. 


The province of Alſace and the town of Straſ. 
bourg, payed two millions, one hundred and ſe- 
venty-three thouſand livres, for the like exemp- 
tion. 


And this was what was done relating to the 
eſtabliſhment of Dixieme. 


The eſtabliſhment of the Dixieme put a ſtop 
to all contracts public and private; but, never- 
theleſs, expedients were to be thought of for 


raiſing money. 


An edit was publiſhed in January 1712, crea- 
" the new poſts of inſpectors of the finances, 
K 3 with 


124 MemMorrar, or Ma. DrsuARETs. 


with falaries and allowances for the GG af 
their charge, 


To ſecure the payment of theſe, an arret was 
iſſued the 26th of the ſame month. 1:yiag an 
additional tax of three deniers in the livre on the 
whole produce of the taille, which was to bring 
in four hundred and ten thouſand livres per ann. 


But there appearing no purchaſers for theſe 
poſts, it was propoſed to make one of the pro- 
duce of this additional tax, and to raiſe annuities 
on the tazlles, at the twelfth penny; for the pay- 
ment of which, there was ſet apart three hundred 


thouſand livres a year ; and the payments were 


to be made every ſix months. 


Theſe annuities are not to be made perpetual, 
but to expire at the end of thirteen years; and 
to give them more credit, it was indeed proper 
not to confound men with the other annuities, 
or the Hotel de ville. 


From theſe motives it was determined to pro- 
pole ſome perſon of good reputation, and well 
known to the public, to iſſue receipts for the 
principal pay of the yearly demands, and make 
the regular payments at the appointed time. 


The 
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The ſieur Belanger, . treaſurer to the great ſeal, 
was pitched upon for this Office: and an edict 
was publiſhed in June 1712, for the creation of 
five hundred thouſand livres of annuities, to be 
taken by preference on all the deniers of the 
tailles, as the ſieur Belanger for making prin- 
pals of the ſtack, and of the funds deſtined to 
pay off the arrears, and make the re-imburſe- 
ments, 


By the ſame edict, the ſieur Belangor is charg- 
ed with the office of remitting to the keepers of 
the royal treaſury, the ftock ariſing from theſe 
annuities, together with the acquittances of pay- 
ment of the dividends and full payments, to be 
by them accounted for to the chamber of ac- 
counts. 


There were ſtill ſeveral mint-notes, and five 
years notes remaining, which, by an arret of 
the 3oth of November, 1711, had been annihi- 
lated, and declared of no value, after the firſt of 
March 1712. 


By an arret of the ſixth of February, of the 


ſaid year 1712, the proprietors of theſe notes 
had leave to bring them in during the remainder 
of that month, and to take annuities for them 
on the Tontine, on condition of paying down 
one half in ready money. 

' K 4 Several 


136 MzeMoRIAL or Mr. DESMARETS. 


Several merchants having had advice of the 
arrival of a great quantity of ſilver bullion, which 
it would be impracticable for them to carry to 
the ſeveral mints, before the expiration of the 
term preſcribed for the lowering of the value of 
the coin, which was to take place the firſt of 
February, five arrets were iſſued, allowing 
them the ſame price for their bullion as before 
the firſt of February ; and that it ſhould be re. 
ceived at the offices with the uſual allowances to 


them, till the firſt of January 1713. 


At length, in the month of December 1712, 
the king, to forward the converſion of the ſpec.e 
and bullion that remained to be brought into the 
mints, relinquiſhed his profits on the converſion ; 
and by an arret of the ſixth of the month, or- 
dered, that the old ſpecie and bullion ſhould be 


paid in at their whole value, 


The mandates far the expences 
of the year 1711, amounted ta 
two hundred and fixtyFfour mil- 


lion, twelve thouſand, eight hun- 


dred and eighty- one. 264012881 


But as between the times of iſſu- 
ing theſe warrants, there had been 
another, remitting the payment to 


the amount of forty-ſix millions, 
var . Brought 


Sl 


ht 
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Brought over 264012881 
one hundred ſixty-five thouſand, 
and ninety-four livres, which car- 
ries neither receipt nor expence, 


the ſame muſt be deducted. Liv. 46165094. 
Remains, - 21 1847787 


Which was the whole amount 
of the mandates, for the actual 
expences of the year 1711. 


There were aſſignments upon 
the ſaid expences, till the firſt of 
December 1713, for one hundred 
and ſixty- ſeven millions, ſeventy- 
ſix thouſand, five hundred and 
eighty- two. 167076582 


Therefore there remains to aſ- 
ſign of theſe expences, for the years 
1714 and 1713, fifty million, ſe- 
ven hundred and ſeventy one thou- 
ſand, two hundred and five livres. 50771205 


We ſhall not enter into a detail of the funds 
employed, for the expences of the two years 
1711 and 1712, to avoid a tedious repetition. 
But if they ſhould be wanted, they may be 

found 
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Hund in the books of each year, which o un 
the receipts of all kinds, together, 
rants and expences for that year. 


The mandates iſſued for the ex- 

pence of the year 1712, amounted 

to two hundred and forty million, 

three hundred and ſeventy- nine 

thouſand, nine hundred and forty 

ſeven livres. - - 240379947 


The ſums aſſigned till the thirty 


firſt of December, amounted to 
two hundred and two million, four 


hundred and three thouſand, and 
ninty- nine livres. - = 202403099 


Therefore there remained to 
aſſign for the ſaid expences, dur- 
ing the years 1714 and 1713, thir- 
ty- ſeven million, nine hundred 


and ſeventy- ſix thouſand, eight ————— 0 
hundred and forty- eight livres. 37976848 00 
pa 

1713. de 

: ret 
Ihe above account of the ſeveral expe- far 


dents, which the government was forced to 
have recourſe to on the revenue to defray the 
immenſe expences of the laſt three years 
| | | ſut- 
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ſufficiently proves how much the ſtate muſt 
have been weakened in its refources, by 
ſuch prodigious efforts. And yet, as the war 
ſtill continued, it was neceſſary to deviſe new 
ſchemes for the expences of the enſuing cam- 
paign, in 1713. 


In conſequence of the declaration of the 12th 
of September, different methods had been taken 
for giving credit to the aſſignments in view of an 
approaching peace. It was propoſed to reſtore 
things to their former channel, and that the 
keepers of the royal treaſury ſhould directly pay 
the accompts due to the pay-maſters of the forces 
and others, part in money and part in aſſign. 
ments, on the funds that remained clear for the 
years 1712 and 1713, and thoſe that were an- 
ticipated on the years 1714 and 1715. 


But this ſcheme could not be wholly carried in- 
to execution, it was found neceſſary to have re- 
courſe to bankers for ſecuring the remittances for 
paying the troops. They took the opportunity to 
demand diſcount and intereſt on the aſſignments 
remitted them by the keepers of the royal trea- 
ſury. 


Means, therefore, were to be found for ob- 
viating this inconyenience, and accordingly an 
| edict 
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edict was publiſhed in January 1713, which, af. 


terwards it was nat judged proper to carry into 
execution, exempting the receivers-general from 
payment of the taille, on conſideration of ad- 
vancing, at two ſeveral payments, the ſum of nine 


millions, ſix hundred eight thouſand, three hun- 


dred and twenty livres, which was paid back to 
them out of the ordinancy or income. 


The aſſignments given to the pay-maſters and 


bankers were converted into. billets on the re- 
ceivers-general for the whole ſum, or two thirds 
at leaſt, to avoid paying extravagant diſcount and 
zatereſt. | 


Abſtract was made for proviſions, and corn 
was depoſited in the; frontier towns of Flanders, 
to the amount of two hundred and thirty thou- 
ſand livres; and the ſame in proportion in Alſace 

and Dauphine. | | 


The peace with England and the ſtates of 
Holland,” Pruſſia, and the king of Sicily, was 
figned the 11th of April, but the war ſtill conti. 
nued with the emperor and princes of the empire; 
therefore it was neceſſary to exert all our forces 
on the Rhine. We took Landau and Fribourg, 
but new expences were neceſſarily incurred for 
tranſporting a quantity of corn from the fron- 
2 n ner 
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tier towns of Flanders into Alſace, for the ſub. 
ſiſtance of an hundred and fifty thouſand men 
for the whole campaign; a freſh ſupply of mo- 
ney was likewiſe wanting. The provoſt of the 
merchants and ſheriffs of Lyons had a remittance 
of a payment of a third of the acres on the farm 
of the tiers ſur taux and quarantieme, and others 
dependant thereon, in conſideration of two 
millions, one hundred and ſixty thouſand — 
yoo down in ay money. 


The creation of five W thouſand livres 
on the tailles, at the twelve-penny, had ſucceeded, 
and the fix millions of livres, which was the a- 
mount of the principal, had been, paid in money. 
This ſtock was a kind of loan, the capital of 
which was to be diſcharged at the end of thirteen. 
years. The clergy had bean prevailed upon in 
1710 and 1711 to raiſe the like ſtocks, for an 
exemption from aids and capitation, and the 


fourth penny. The public purchaſed greedily 


into theſe ſtocks. 


Theſe ſeveral reaſons made it reſolved to raiſe 
another ſubſcription on a ſecond remittance of 


five hundred thouſand livres on the two ſols 


per livre in the taille, by an edict of July 1713. 
This was likewiſe preſently filled, 


A third 
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A third was made in the April following, 
which met with ſtill more ſucceſs than the for- 
mer. | | 


But it may eafily be thought that all theſe ex- 
8 were far from furniſhing the funds ne- 
deſſary ifor anſwering the current expences. It 
was, therefore, reſalved to create a million, one 
und ved anc fifty: thouſand livres, on fixed and 
hereditary forces to be raiſed on the tailles, and 
chargeable on the officers of the courts of ex- 
chequer and elections, the ſubdelagates of the 
intendants and the keepers, and other officers of 
the rolls and inges. This was carried into exe- 


cution by an edict iſſued in October 1713; on 
vlich edict a loan was negotiated for fourteen 


millions, at five per cent. on the notes of the ſieur 
te 2 rer; the receivers general. 


Peace being eee with one part of the 
powers at war, it was hoped that a general one 
would ſoon enſue, notwithſtanding the emperor 
and princes of the empire ftill held out. Two 


things therefore, were to be attended to very 


different from one another; the one was to carry 
on the war that remained with vigor, and to la- 


bour at the neceſſary diſpoſitions and ſchemes 
for entering the finances at the concluſion of 
the peace, We have already ſeen the principal 


means 


. 
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means made uſe of to ſupport the war: the 
following are the meaſures that took place the 
beginning of this war, with a view to the reco- 
very of the finances after the peace. 


The king ſuppreſſed half the tax, which had 
been granted to the ſurveyors of the ſhambles 
at the rate of three livres per ox, and in pro- 

portion v ith regard to other ſorts of cattle, 


He likewiſe ſuppreſſed half the duty uſually 
paid to the inſpectors of liquors at the rate of 
twenty ſols on a meaſure of five quarters. 


The imports eſtabliſhed before doubling the 
taxes, were farmed out ; the produce of theſe 
was intended to replace, in a few years, all the 
money, which had been expended for the full 
Payment of the firſt engagements. 


- Half of the toll-rax which had been highly 
prejudicial to trade, was aboliſhed; and, in or- 
der to reimburſe the aſſignments which had been 
ſettled on ſome agreements made between the 
king and his people, a new contract was made 
for farming out the duty on oil, which had been 
{ahenated, and the produce was reſerved to pay 
"what money was due ſince the doubling of the 
toll-exciſe, and alienating the tax on oil. 


Hs 
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His majeſty thought proper to retrench three 
livres from each half buſhel of ſalt, ſold in 
the ſalt magazines of France and Dauphin, 
which ordinance took place the firſt of Octo- 
her 171 3. | 


ent « I 1 

The office TY 3 deeds of the no- 
taries had remained without certain rules ever 
ſince Its eſtabliſnment: It had met with ſeveral 
alterations in 1708. The king had let it out at 
. millions: and two hundred thouſand livres a 
a year, and two hundred and forty thouſand 
livres had been advanced on drawing up the leaſe, 
which, however, was alienated in 1710, to re- 
eve the Welte of the ſtate. _—_ 
In 171 2, a z propoſal 1 was made to re-eſtabliſh 
| it, by which, means three millions a year might 
be raiſed to re- imburſe the purchaſers.” The 
new leaſe produced an annual income of one 
hundred and fifty thouſand livres at four per cent. 
and nine hundred thouſand, were deſtined $0.7 re- 


hunt e year the capitals. 
Theſe —— wal famed the more hers nog 
ous, as they were taken during the war, and pur \ 
no obſtacle. to the political ſchemes of the court, qur 
even money was raiſed to pay the king's debts pre 
and to increaſe his revenue for the future. in f 
| The thre 
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The annuities on the H6tel de Ville had been 
augmented to raiſe a fund for calling in the bills, 
which the court had made, and which encou- 
raged uſury and hurted trade. 

The great dearth in the year t 709, and the 
badneſs of the following year, which proved lit- 
tle better, diminiſhed conſiderably the royal in- 
come, ſo that all arrears were ſtopped : during 
ſix months of the year all payments were ſuſpend- 
ed; and, at the end of 1713, two years were be- 
come due. The king judged proper, in order to 
fatisfy the annuitants, and diminiſh the price of 
the arrears, to get them paid twice a year, and 
this was done before 1709. | 


The edict of October; 1713, commanded, that 
all the annuities on the Hotel de Ville ſhould be 
converted into new contracts at four per cent. with 
a difference between annuities bought before the 
firſt of January 1702, whoſe capital was entirely 
preſerved, and the two years arrears which were 
united to make up the capital of the new con- 
tracts. 


With regard to annuities, that had been ac- 
quried ſince the month of April 1706, as they 
preceded the paper-money, and the bills payable 
in five years, they were reduced by the edict to 
three fifths ; and to theſe were annexed, the two 


YEars arrears, 
We. This 
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This affair occaſioned great diſcontent ; but 
it was fanhfully executed, which would have 
been much more difficult at the concluſion of 
the war. It abated near fourteen millions of the 

ſum uſually kept in the town-houſe ; it re- aſſured 
the annuitants ; and; by retrenching two fifths, 
diſincumbered the tate of a debt of one hundred 


and — millions. 
The warrants iflued Gai the ex- 
7 to 
pences of the year 1713, amount- * 
ed to two hundred and eleven 2 
millions, fix hundred ninety- ſeven EY 
thouſand, ſix hundred and feventy- 
owo liyr e.. * 211697672 | 
3 hu 
The fums affigned to the 3 iſt the 
of December, 1713, amounted to ſan 
one hundred ſeventy- eight mil- tive 


lions, three hundred eighty-three 
thouſand, nine hundred gh 
duden. — - '- - - 178383952 


Remains to aſſign on the latter 
end of 1713, thirty-three, mul- 
lions, three hundred thirteen 
thouſand, | ſeven hundred and 
twenty livre. 33313720 


The 
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The fums affighed for the year 
1713, amounted, during the courſe 
bf that year, to one hundred for- 
ty-ſeven millions, four hundred . 
ninety-cight thouſand, and ſixty 
livres. - .. 147498060 


For the year 1714, amounted 
to thirty million, eight hundred 
eighty-five thouſand, eight hund- 
dred and ninety-two livres. go885892 


. — 


Sum total, amounted to one 
hundred ſeventy- eight millions, 
thee hundred eighty- three thou- 
ſand, nine hundred and fifty- two | 
livre. - - - 278383952 


A particular account of the funds that were 
aſſigned is to be found in a book which was 
purpoſely compiled for giving a true knowledge 
of them, as had been done in the foregoing 
years. 


1714 and 1715. 


The armies did not take the field in 1714s 
bur were as expenſive as uſual. The treaty, 
which had been concluded at Raſtadt, was ſol- 


L 2 lowed 
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. lowed by the: congreſs held at Ballen, where a 
peace between the king, the emperor and em- 
pire, was ſigned on the 7th of September, and 
ratified the 28th of October. During the whole 
year, it was neceſſary to maintain the troops by 
new expedients, as there was no money in the 
treaſury. The firſt meaſure which the court 
took, was to put in execution the edict of Octo- 
ber 1713; by virtue of which, one million, two 
hundred and fifty thouſand livres of imports had 
been allowed to officers of the finances and elec- 
tions, which were only to produce a yearly re- 
venue of fifteen millions. To ſpare the king the 
remittance of the ſixth penny, and his ſubjects 
the two ſols in the livre, beſides other expences? 
it was thought proper to entruſt the receivers” 
general, and monſieur le Gendre, with that affair, 


In order to prepare the neceſſary ſums, mon- 
fieur le Gendre was enjoined to draw his bills 
at different dates, which were indorſed by the 
receivers general; they were circulated at the 
intereſt” of five per cent. The receivers-general 
advanced a ſum of eleven millions, five hundred 
thouſand livres, upon the year 1714. Theſe 
two expedients brought the king nine and twen- 
ty millions. In the month of March, his ma- 
jeſty created annuities on the toll-exciſe, to the 
amount of five hundred thouſand livres; and 
particularly on the two ſols in the livre, which 
— * 2% had 
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had been impoſed by three ordinances, made in 
1705, 1706, and 1707, reſerving three hundred 
thouſand livres to ſatisfy all demands: this was the 
fourth inſtitution of this nature, which ſpeedily 
produced fix millions. Several aſſignments had 
been given ſince the declaration of the ſeventh of 
October, 1710. There remained others, which had 
been drawn on urgent occaſions. Several par- 
ticular perſons were willing to accept, in lieu of 
re· imburſement, the bills of monſicur le Gendre 
bearing different dates without indorſement ; and 


other bills payable from the falt-exciſe, or an- 


nuities, at three per cent. The king having ap. 
proved of theſe propoſals, le Gendre received 
orders to draw up his bills withour intereſt. 
Conſiderable ſums were due to the princeſs royal 
of Savoy, to the electors of Bavaria and Cologne, 
to monſieurs Bernard and Hoguer, and other 


| bankers ;, the intention of the court was to refer 


them to monſieur le Gendre. The aflignments 
were drawn by the king's treaſurers. Le Gendre 
circulated ſome bills on the ſalt- exciſe, or in an- 
nuities; monſieur de Meuve, banker, advanced 
ſix millions for the payment of the troops, for 
which he received le Gendre's bills without in- 
tereſt. Several bankers, agents for the clergy 
and other particular perſons, having offered to 
advance money and aſſignments drawn ſince the 
declaration of the ſeventh of October, 1710, ſome 
conditions were accepted, which were advanta- 
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geous to the court; the others were rejected. The 
king explained himſelf on this head, declaring 
that, if thoſe, who propoſed lending money, 
would find any profit on bills, it was but reaſon- 
able, as. it was neceſſary, for him to find the ſpe- 
cie for the payment of his debts, and the exigen- 
cies of the ſtate 


It is obſervable that, in the advances which 
were made, partly in money and partly in bills, 
intereſt was only allowed to the caſh, and not to 
the paper. By placing the money 'in monſieur 
le Gendre's bank, it was expected, that he would 
be enabled to pay the bills that had not been 
_ .endorſed z and this might have ſucceeded, if 
time and other circumſtances had permitted. 
What money could be raiſed for the enter- 
tainipg'.of the army and other ſervices, was de- 
poſited in the hands of Le Gendre, and eſpeci- 
cially a million, and fix hundred thouſand livres, 
which were deſtined to reimburſe the annuitants ; 
which; fum otherwiſe muſt have been greatly di- 
miniſhed with the currency. Fram the uniting 
of the farms, the king received one million. If 


we ſeriouſly examine the ſituation of the finances 
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Firſt, That as loans were become neceſſary, 
the treaſurers were unfit perſons to be employ- 
„ «ua 


Secondly, That the propereſt meaſures were 
taken, with regard to the circumſtances of our 
ſituation. Le Gendre maintained his credit ſo 
well, that he ſupplied the ſtate from the firſt 
of January 1710, till April 1715. What obliged 
him to fail at laſt, was the extraordinary expence 
the court was put to, in a time that money was 
extremely ſcarce. 


The king died four months after monſieur le 
Gendre had ſtopped payment, and could not re- 
eſtabliſn his credit during that ſhort ſpace. 


In the months of March and April the elector 
of Bavaria received his arrears, which amounted 
to two millions, fix hundred thouſand livres; 
the elector of Cologne two hundred thouſand. 
An extraordinary ſubidy of two millions, pro- 
miſed to the elector of Bavaria in 1 714, was paid, 
and Sweden received nine hundred thouſand livres. 
The ſum total was five millions, ſeven hundred 
thouſand livres, 


The ordinances which the king publiſhed, 
for the raiſing a ſubſidy to defray the expences 
L 4 of 


152 Memorial or Ms. DESMARETS. 


of. the year 1714, amounted to two hundred 
thirteen millions, five hundred twenty-nine thou- 
fand, fix hundred and thirty livres. The aſlign- 
ments made up a ſum of ninety-ſeven millions, 
two hundred eighty-four thouſand, nine hundred 
and forty-eight livres; and there remained one 
hundred ſixteen millions, two hundred forty- four 


\ 


thouſand, fix hundred and eighty-two livres 10 


be aſſigned, 


| The different changes which happened after 
the king's death, rendered all buſineſs imperfe&t 
for the year 1714, and the firſt eight months of 
1715. All the regiſters were delivered to thoſe 
who were appointed to direct the finances. The 
late king's expences, during. the courſe of ſe- 
ven years, that is from January the firſt 1708, 
ta December the third, 1714, amounted in the 
whole to one thouſand five hundred thirty-three 
millions, two hundred one thouſand, one hun- 
dred and ſeventy- ſix livres; fo that, one year 
with another, his majeſty ſpent two hundred nine- 
teen millions, twenty-eight thouſand, ſeven hun- 
dred and forty livres. The yearly income did 
not exceed ſeventy-five millions. In that caſe it 
was neceſſary to raiſe every year, by extraordi- 
nary means, the ſum of one hundred forty-four 
millions, twenty-eight thouſand, ſeven hundred 
and forty 1 all which, properly computed, 


amounts 
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amounts to two hundred nineteen millions, twen- 
ty-cight thouſand, ſeven hundred and forty liyres; 
ſo that, in the ſpace of ſeven years, the court ex- 
pended one thouſand eight million, two hundred 
one thouſand, one hundred and cighty livres. 


All the expedients ii were uſed, ſuch as bor- 
rowing money, anticipating aſſignments, receiv- 
ing the ſpecie, buying off the toll-tax, and the 
tenth- penny, uſually paid by the clergy, ſelling 
privileges, alienations, and creating annuities, 
could not produce more than ſix hundred ninety- 
one millions, ſix hundred ſixty thouſand, three 
hundred and ſixty-eight livres. By this calcula- 
tion, it appears, that, at the end of 1714, there 
was a debt of three hundred ſixteen millions, 
five hundred forty thouſand, eight hundred and 
twelve livres. | 


In purſuance of the declaration of the ſeventh 
of September 1715, which ordered all bills made 
for the ſervice of the court to be ſettled and re- 
giſtered, the proprietors of theſe bills preſent- 
ed them to the commiſſioners of the council; 
and, on recapitulating the whole, it was calcu- 
lated, that, from the 2oth of Mcember 1715, to 
January the 3oth, 1716, they amounted to one 
hundred forty- ſeven millions, ſix hundred thirty- 
five thouſand and feventy-three livres, payable 

from 
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From the bank of loans; thirty-two millions, two 
hundred eighty-four thouſand, nine hundred and 
ſixty-one livres in monſieur le Gendre's bills: 
the ſum total, one hundred ſeventy- nine millions, 
- ninety-two thouſand and thirty- four livres: or- 
ders on the royal treaſury for two hundred twen- 
ty- nine millions, nine hundred thirty- nine thou- 
ſand, three hundred and eighty- two; aſſignments 
on the royal treaſury for eighty- one millions, nine 
Hundred fifty- five thouſand and fix livres: ſum 
total, three hundred eleven millions, eight hun- 
dred ninety- four nn three hundred and 
eighty-eight livres. | 


There were bills on the war-office for fifty-two 
millions, three hundred nineteen thouſand, five 
hundred and thirteen livres; and, on the navy- 
office for eight millions, nine hundred ſixty thou- 
ſand, fix hundred and ninety- five livres: ſum 
total, ſixty-· one millions, twenty-eight thouſand, 
two hundred and eight livres. The total of the 
whole is five hundred fifty- three millions, ninety- 

four thouſand, ſix hundred and thirty. From 
this ſum we muſt deduct the two laſt articles, as 
they make a part of the orders or aſſignments on 
the royal treaiury, and which the treaſurer would 
have accepted, had they been paid. Theſe a- 
mount to ſixty- one millions, two hundred eighty 
' thouſand, two hundred and eight. We muſt not 
rate 
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rate the other bills at more than four hundred 
ninety-one millions, eight hundred fourteen thou- 
ſand, four hundred and twenty-two livres. 


The paper debts in February, 1706, were four 
hundred eighty - two millions, eight hundred 
forty- four thouſand and ſixty· one livres; ſo that 
the bills made for the ſervice of the court in Sep. 
tember 1715, exceed the paper debts of 1708, by 
eight millions, ninery-ſeven thouſand, three hun- 
dred and ſixty-one; an equal ſum to the other 
bills. | ' 


It will not be improper to obſerve, that, out 
pf the thirty-two millions, two hundred eighty- 
four thouſand, nine hundred and ſixty-one livres, 
which was the amount of monſieur le Gendre's 
bills, near four millions were payable in annui- 
ties, or from the ſalt exciſe. From this plain ac- 
count of the national charges during ſeven years, 
it follows: 


"1 
Firſt, That it was impoſſible to prevent a 
debt. 


| Secondly, On comparing the papers of the firſt 

of September, 1715, with the papers of the firſt 
of January 1708, it manifeſtly appears, that, 
during that interval, the finances were governed 
with the greateſt order and ceconomy, 


Thirdly, 


* 
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| Thirdly, The ſterility of the year 1709, en- 
creaſed the expences of the enſuing years. 


Fourthly, Some parts of the kingdom ſuffer- 
ed conſiderably, from the freezing of the olive, 
filbert, walnut, and other fruit-trees. The mor- 
tality which raged among the cattle, epidemical 
diſtempers, and the over-flowing of rivers, did 


incredible damage in ſeveral provinces, Theſe 


accidents put the people under an abſolute im- 
poſſibility of paying the uſual and extraordinary 
impoſts. The late king was informed of their 
miſery, he remitted a part of the taxes, and fur- 
niſhed the biſhops and governors of provinces 
with. conſiderable ſums, to be diſtributed among 
the neceſſitous. 


Fifthly, Notwithſtanding theſe diſaſters, the 


paper-money, and ſome debts recognized, in Ja- 
nuary 1708, were ſuppreſſed : and, after the ex- 
traordinary expence occaſioned y ſeven ſucceſ- 
five campaigns, which were attended with great 


misfortunes, the court was only indebted in a 


moderate ſum, not exceeding that which became 
due the firſt of January, 1708. 


Sixthly, Each ſum was laid out accarding to 
the TO orders without the advice of the comp · 
troller- 
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troller-general : his majeſty regulated the ex- 
pences for land and ſea, and all penſions, with 
the ſecretaries of ſtate in their reſpective depart- 
ments. The comptroller-general was required 
to employ ways and means for the raiſing of the 
money; it was not in his power to reſign. He 
refers the public to thoſe perſons, who were eye- 
witneſſes to the late adminiſtration; they muſt 
do juſtice to a perſon, who faithfully ſerved his 
king in ſo difficult an employment. We ſhall 
conclude with one remark, which is unanſwer- 
able. 


The king was engaged in war againſt a power- 
ful enemy ; the allies had conceived a deſign of 
conquering France, and were animated with a 
ſpirit of rage and revenge to proſecute their un- 
dertaking. Their intention was to open a way 
through France into Spain, and dethrone the 
Spaniſh monarch. The journey which monſieur 
de Torcy undertook to the Hague, and the con- 
ferences that were held at Gertruydenberg, had 
made Europe ſenſible of their ambitious de- 
ſigns, and convinced us, at the ſame time, that 
we could not hope for a peace. It was neceſſary 
then to carry-on the war. The world knew, that 
we were drained of men and money: we wanted 
means to defend our kingdom, and had ſcaree 
time for deliberation + haſty meaſures were taken 

ro 
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to raiſe money at any rate. Peace was abſolutely 


neceſſary to retrieve a lingering ſtate, and, con- 
frary to our expectations, it was s happily con- 
codec. 


The public, or men in power, ſhould not blame 
4 miniſter for having had recourſe to means, 
which the circumſtance of the time rendered in- 
diſpenſable. He rather deferves the praiſe of his 
country, for bearing up againſt the torrent of 
misfortunes, in which the kingdom was invol- 
ved, and reſcuing it from perdition by a laſting 
peace, which was as neceliary as it was deſire- 
able. 


| The End of Monſ. Defmaret / Memorial. 
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HOUGH it was very natural for the 
| poor poets, orators, and hiſtorians, who 
lived in the reign of Lewis XIV. and were his 
ſubjects, to tranſmit him to poſterity, as the mo- 
deb of a perfect king ; yet let any one, now he 
is dead, read this valuable monument, this Me- 
morial af the late Mr. Deſmarets, and then judge 

whether 
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whether the benefits he procured his ſubjects, 
during a reign of ſeventy- two years, exceeded the 
ills he brought upon them, or whether his peo- 
ple had any reaſon to regret him; and, conſe- 
quently, whether he could be the model of a 


perfect king. 


He might, indeed, very juſtly have been ſur- 
named Lewis the Powerful, or Lewis the For- 
midable, (for no one of his predeceſſors ever ar- 
rived to ſo great a pitch of power, or made him- 
ſelf ſo univerſally dreaded.) But ſurely no one of 
the leaſt underſtanding will from thence give him 
the denomination of Lewis the Great, and con- 
found great power with true greatneſs: For 
great power, unleſs employed in procuring great 
advantages to mankind in general, and to his 
ſubjects and neighbours in particular, can never 
make a prince loved or eſteemed. In a word, 
great power alone will never make a great man. 
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The Year 1717. 


T 


2 AR Peter of Muſcovy, or the emperor of 


Ruſſia, appeared at Paris incog. for ſix 
weeks ; he was travelling thro' Europe in ſearch 
of the moſt uſeful laws and cuſtoms for his own 
improvement, and the benefit of his ſubjects. 


Being informed that the biſhops and clergy 
amongſt us were not permitted to marry, he ſaid, 
he did not at all wonder that ſuch a regulation 


* have been made by our ignorant fore- 
> fathers» 
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fathers, in the imagination of its being pleaſing 
to God, but. Was aſtoniſed that we of this en- 
lightened age, and in a country otherwiſe ſo well 
governed, ſhould not have diſcovered the abſur- 
«ity of ſuch a cuſtom, and have aboliſhed it. 


The inhabitants of the little town of Gran- 
ville (a ſea- port in Normandy) having for a 
conſiderable time enjoyed certain privileges by 
which they were exempt from new fubſidies, 
were lilly enough to imagine that evrey king was 
obliged to continue theſe indulgencies during his 
reign; and upon this ſuppoſition ſeveral of them 
refuſed to raiſe the new ſupplies demanded of 
them. But, by a declaration of the 23d of Octo- 
ber, the king, entirely revoked theſe antient pri- 
vileges; for they had been of very long ſtand- 
Ing, and every privilege granted from the crown 
is an alienation of part of its rights, which are 
hereditary, and conſequently not to be alienated, 
otherwiſe, than for a limitted term. Now the in. 
habitants of Granville had already enjoyed their's 
longer than was proper. 


An edit was iſſued the ſeventh of October, 
injoining the divines on each fide to ob- 
ſerve @ refpeAful filence, touching the diſputes 
which had ariſen on occaſion of the Bull 

Vor. II. M | Uni- 
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Unigenitus. But this edict was not executed, 
from two material deficiencies.in Its conſtitution, 

; F irſt, There could have been ſufficient pe- 
nalties inflicted on all offenders, as the ſeiſure of 
two thirds of their eſtates to be diſtributed a- 


mong the poor till they had given public * of 
ee. | | 


' Secondly, That ten of the oldeſt members of 
| the upper-chamber in each parliament, ſhould 
have been appointed to ſee the edict properly put 

into execution, and to draw up an inſtrument of 
conformity, and to be laid before the council 
for its cee | 


1718. 


In the beginning of January the regent took 
the ſeals from M. d'Agueſſeaux, and ſent him to 

a his lands of Frene, fix leagues diſtant from Pa- 
ris, for having too much favoured the parlia- 
ment, which had, on ſeveral occaſions, reſiſted 
the will of the court. His place was given to 
M. d&Argenſon, lieutenant of the police, who 
was a man pf more reſolution, and wiſely devo- 
ted to the opinion of non-reſiſtance, and the in- 
* viſibility of the loyal authority. 
1 The 


jeſty's education, in the room of the duke of 


who underſtood theſe matters, a ſtroke of au- 
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The parliament, though its intentions were 1 
good, had for want of ſufficient knowledge in | 
politics, been very troubleſome to the govern- 
ment, and the regent wanted a reſolute perſon 
who would make uſe of his authority to reduce 
them, whether the bounds of their original func- 
tions, which was that of determining in equity 
the difference between the ſubjects. 


The bed of juſtice (Lit de Juſtice) which was 
held at the Thuilleries, the 26th of Auguſt, is 
a proof of the courage, ſkill, and diſpatch of 
M. d'Argenſon : He opened the court by reading 
his patent for keeper of the ſeals, and then order- 
ed the edict to be read, for reſtraining the free- 
dom of remonſtrances ; and likewiſe the patent 
inveſting the regent, with the charge of his ma- 


Maine. This bed of juſtice appeared to thoſe 


thority (very neceſſary at that time) for raiſing 
the- regent's authority at home; and the treaty 
made at London, with the Engliſh, the Dutch, 
the emperor, and the king of Sicily, contributed 
greatly to eſtabliſh it abroad, and prevented a 
new war with thoſe powers; which would have 
been the more durable, as the conſenting parties 


were nearly equal in force. 
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The regent mide a new treaty of commerce 
with -thehanſe-towns of Hamburgh, Lubeck, 
and Bremen, which was very much wanted for 
ſettling ſeveral points, that by being left unde- 
cided Had occaſioned frequent diſputes andlaw- 
ſuits, to the” great vexation and diſguſt of the 
merchants, "and hindranec of trade. 


He likewiſe terminated the diſputes relating 
to the Hmits between France and Lorrain, by 
giving up certain villages that lay commodious 
for that dutehy, in exchange for others that mr 
more e for us. | 


; This year the india company, known at firſt 
by the name of the Weſt-India company, was 
eſtabliſned on a plan of Law's, a Scotch- 
man, the ſame who had ſometime before eſta. 
bliſhed the Bank. His intent was to unite the 
general farms and receipts. to the Bank, and 
this Weſt-India company. But who covets all 
loſes all; eſpecially by attempting to do that in 
one year that cannot be done in leſs than ten, 
and joining uncertain ſchemes with certain ones, 
or by making a bad uſe of what is good in thoſe 
"ſchemes. - At this time too, diſcovery was made 


of a dangerous conſpiracy for depriving the re- 
gent 


nes, 
hoſe 
nade 
fe- 
gent 
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gent of his power and office, and giving the re- 
gency of the kingdom to the king of Spain. 


The regent who had his ſpies in all parts, and 
was ſupported by the courage of d' Argenſon, 
the Keeper of the ſeals on one fide, and aſſiſted 
on the other by the activity of the Abbe du Bois, 
had already diſcovered in part ſome machinations 
ſet on foot by the Spaniſh ambaſſador, Cellamare; 
which were now fully confirmed by means of 
a packet of letters which he (the ambaſſador) had 
intruſted to the care of the Abbe Portocarrero, 
who was ſtopt at Poitou as he was on his way 
with them to Madrid. 


Thoſe whom the intendant had intruſted 
with the care of arreſting the Abbe, forgot in 
their hurry to ſecure the perſon of his ſervant ; 
this man, upon his maſter's being ſeized, took 
poſt back to Paris, and informed the ambaſſador 
of what happened; who inſtantly committed to 
the flames all the papers, plans, and letters, re- 
lating to the conſpiracy ; ſo that nothing of any 
conſequence was found in his cuſtody, when the 
meſſenger arrived from the king to put the royal 
ſeal upon his doors. 


„ M3 The 


x66 PorrTtcaL ANNALS. 


The duke of Maine Was conducted to the 
caſtle of Dourlins, the dutcheſs (his wife) to the 
caſtle of Dijon, and Mallzieux and d' Aviſard the 
advocate general of Toulouſe, were fent to the 


baſtile. 


The cardinal de Polignac was carticd to his 
abbey of Anchin, Magni the uſher to foreign am- 
daſſadors, and the marquis d' Aidie made their ef. 
cape into Spain, 


Four gentlemen of Brittany were ſeized and 
executed ſometime afterwards in that province, 


1719. 


This year died at her houſe of St. Cyr, Frances 
d' Aubignẽ, marchioneſs of Maintenon, born in 
1636. She was the daughter of a poor gentle- 
man of Poitou, and was firſt known to the 
world as the widow of monſieur Scarron, a fa- 
vourite author of the age he lived in, and who 
ſubſiſted chiefly by his works in verſe and proſe 
He was the author of the comical romance, 3 
work that will out-live all his poetical writings. 
This lady in the year 1672, was made governeſs 
pt the four children that Lewis XIV, had by the 

mar- 


* 
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marchioneſs of Monteſpan, and in a ſhort time 


afterwards ſhe purchaſed the lands of Maintenon, 


from which ſhe took her name, 


In 1678, the king wearied with the haughty 
and capricious behaviour of the marchioneſs of 
Monteſpan, devoted himſelf to the ſervice of 
madame de Maintenon, who was two years older 
than himſelf; but as ſhe poſſeſſed a great ſhare 
of wit, was very mild and ſweet tempered, and 
had an endearing and reſpectful way of behaviour 
with a little ſpice of the devotee, ſhe eaſily drew 
his majeſty into a marriage of conſcience with 
her, and from her mere conjugal merit raiſed 
herſelf to the higheſt pitch of affluence and cre- 
dit, without taking a ſingle ſtep that a woman 
of the ſtricteſt probity and virtue would have 
bluſhed to acknowledge. - 


She was reproached with endeavouring to 
make this marriage of conſcience public, about 
fourteen or fifteen years before the king's death, 


and with uſing her intereſt to remove the Abbe 


Fenelon ( afterwards archbiſhop of Cambray ) 
from court, for having had the boldneſs to tell 
the king, on his majeſty's conſulting him aboug 
making his marriage public ; that it would be 
diſgracing himſelf for ever, not only with his 

M 4 own 


KK4K« „ 


163 POLITICAL.ANYALS 
own ſubjects, but in the eyes of every other na- 


| 
tion, that it would accaſion the, greateſt,diviſion 1 
in his own family, and be an indelible blot on F 
his reputation. By theſe wholeſome counſels did [ 
Fenelon prevent, his ſovereign from committing 
ſo great an error; and baniſhment was the re- 
; reward he met v with i, his regie and ho- g 
neſt boldneſs. r e , eee e : 
Andi We. 1 
$ However, ſhe was EVERY for that hav- a 
ing it ſo much in her power, ſhe, never endea- n 
voured to procure honours or riches for her own 0 
relations ; and it is even faid that ſhe would ne- W 
ver have entertained! the thoughts of getting p. 
herſelf conſidered as queen, or of perſecuting Fe- ſu 
| nelon, but thro? the inceſſant perſuaſions and ad- of 
vice of the Marethale de Noaiftes, whoſe ſon g 
had married her niece! being by n: nature humble th 
and averſe to perſecution. th 
| | th 
ont left behind Thy a monument worthy iv = 
of her“ piety and good underſtanding, in the 
college of St. Cyr, which ſtands, at the end of 
the grand park of Verſailles, where two hundred cat 
and fifty] poor virgins are trained up in the prac- na, 
tice of the Chriſtian virtues, ſo. as to become mi 
one da excellent mothers and miſtreſſes of pa) 
families. Lg is one of the moſt uſeful eſtabliſh- of 
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| ments that can be ſet on foot in a ſtate, and the 
beſt deſerving of being carried to perfection, in 


every principal town of the kingdom, and in- 
deed, throughout Europe. 


The Bank had ſuch ſurpriſing ſucceſs this year, 
that it's notes went at two per cent, more than 
ready money, a note for a thouſand franks be- 
ing preferred to twenty thouſand livres in caſh ; 
and this credit laſted till the public ſaw theſe 
notes multiply in ſuch a manner as to exceed by 
one half the whole quantity of current coin that 
was in the kingdom, for as ſoon as the ſenſible 
part of the people perceived that the Bank iſ- 
ſued ſeveral notes without receiving the value 
of them in money or effects, they preſently be- 
gan to ſuſpect that in a ſhort time a note. for a 
thouſand livres would not be worth more than 
the ſame ſum in ready caſh, and indeed 
they ſoon came to be worth not quite one hun- 


dred livres ready money. 


The extravagance of Law who upon turning 
catholic was made comptroller- general of the fi- 
nances, was ſo great that they imagined the Bank 
might lend the king fifteen hundred millions for 
paying off the government debts, by his ſcheme 
of circulating notes of ten thouſand, one hun- 
: dred, 
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dred and ten livres each. He never conſidered 


that the iſſuing of theſe notes by the Bank 
without its having received an equivalent in ef- 
fects, convertible upon occaſion into ready mo- 


ney for paying the hearers, muſt appear a mere 


bubble; and that ſuch a pfbceeding could anſwer 
no purpoſe, but that of impoſing on the public 


for a few days; and muſt inevitably be the ruin 


of the Bank itſelf ; which, had it been judiciouſ- 
ly managed, might have ſubſiſted to this day, 
and would have been of great ſervice to trade, 


and very beneficial to the government. 


1720. 


The Guadruple alliance between the em- 
peror, France, England, and Spain, was ſigned 
at the Hague the ſeventeenth of February at 
eleven o'clock at night, but as the King of Spain 


refuſed to execute it in all its particulars, the 


other three confederate powers declared war a- 
gainſt him. The French took Port du Paſſage 
Fontarabia and St. Sebaſtian, and were prepar- 


1ng to diſmantle thoſe places, and puſh their 


conqueſts farther when cardinal Alberoni, the 
Spaniſh prince, miniſter, was removed from the 
4 4 helm 
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helm of affairs. He was a man of underſtand- 
ing, but very ambitious and eaſily drawn into 
the moſt chemerical projects. 


The Spaniſh fleet was beaten by that of Eng- 
land on the coaſt of Sicily, and now the court 
willing to preſerve the place which had been 
taken from them by the French, from being 
diſmantled, reſolved to ſet on foot a treaty of 
peace, by giving up Sicily to the emperor ; as 
the allies had guaranteed the dominions of Flo- 
rence and Parma to don Carlos; and this pro- 
duced the congreſs of Cambray. 


The four gentlemen of Brittany who had been 
concerned in the late conſpiracy againſt the re- 
gent, were beheaded at Nantes. Cardinal Albe- 
roni was to have been tranſported by ſea to have 
aſſiſted the inſurrection in Brittany; he and the 
conſpirators having weakly taken it for granted, 
that all the provinces of the ſea coaſt would have 
revolted at the ſame time. 


It is ſaid that Alberoni was in hopes of get- 
ting himſelf nominared lieutenant- general of the 


kingdom of France, now he had promiſed this 
yery poſt to the duke of Maine. 


In 
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In the month of January we ſaw the credit of 
the Bank carried to its higheſt pitch, and in a 
very few months afterwards the total overthrow 
of the Bank itſelf, whoſe notes for a thouſand 


livres were given for little or nothing. 


Law had gone upon the ſuppoſition that trade 
might be carried on in France almoſt without 
money, and only by means of Bank notes of 
ten, one hundred, a thouſand, and ten thouſand 
livres, and that a very little caſh would ſuffice to 
carry on the ſmaller traffick, and making of 
markets, and this was certainly true, ſuppoſing 
the Bank had always kept an equivalent in mo- 
ney for the notes it iſſued. | 


But when it came to appear that notes' had 
been iſſued to the amount of two thouſand ſe- 
ven hundred millions, when there was not ſeven 
hundred millions in ſpecie in the whole king- 
dom, every one plainly ſaw that the credit of 
the Bank was gone. 


This was followed by the moſt dreadful. con- 
ſuſion in trade throughout the kingdom, and eſ- 
pecially at Paris; the merchants would not de- 
liver their goods without ready money, which 

no 
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no body had; for there was nothing but paper, 
and that was of no value. 


Law was now removed from the revenue : 
he continued ſome months longer to have the 
direction of the India company, and then with- 
drew over to England, from whence he retired 
to Venice, where he died very poor in 1729, 
after having been dupe to his own chimerical 
ſchemes. 


His great error was in thinking that the whole 
ſtock of the Dutch Eaſt-India company in ſhips, 
merchandizes, and lands, did not amount to a 
fourth part of the value of their paper credit, 
' and that it was the ſame thing with reſpect to 
the Bank of Amſterdam, and the trading com- 
panies in England; but when it appeared that 
the directors of theſe companies, and their re- 
lations and friends who were perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the ſtrength of the companies 
ſtocks; had kept almoſt all their fortunes in pa- 
per, and that for upwards of twenty or thirty 
years; the dividends or intereſt of them was riſing 
higher and higher every day, and always regu- 
larly paid, could it · e ſuppoſed that the profits 
of thoſe companies were not founded on a pro. 


por- 
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portionable ſtock to its dividends that had ſub- 


ſiſted for twenty or thirty years? 


If the directors of theſe companies, who un- 
derſtand theſe funds, were to find the prof fall 


ſhort, and that they were obliged to ſink ſome 


part of the capital every year to pay the divi- 
dends, they would ſoon fell out together with 
their friends and relations, and place their mo- 
ney where it would be more ſecure, and bring 
them in more profit; and it is certain that ſome 
of them do frequently. fell out a part of their 
capital, from a notion that the ſtocks. will fall; 
but then others again; who underſtand the thing 
as well or better than themſelves, will not diſ- 
poſe of any part of their's, becauſe they ſee 
plainly before their eyes, that notwithſtand. 
ing the falfe notions and alarms of thoſe who 


are for ſelling out, the company is. ſtill ſuffi- 
| wen effectual to ſecure their property. 


T his ſcheme of Law's by which ſo many fa- 


milies were impoveriſhed, and others ſo greatly 


enriched has taught us two important points. 


Firſt, That Banks and bank - ſtocks wiſely ma- 


we are * great ſervice in a ſtate, the rea- 


ſons 


ſor 
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ſons for which I have given in a ſeparate treatiſe 
on that . 


Secondly, That a large company of maritime 
commerce would be of equal utility in this king · 
dom with a bank, by a due obſervance of four 
or five eſſential conditions that I have elſewhere 
explained. * 

But the dreadful confuſion cauſed in the affairs 
of moſt families in the kingdom, and thoſe of 
Paris, eſpecially by the exceſſive credit of this 
Bank, was now wholly owing to the falſe notion 
of the regent's, that the Banks, trading compa- 
nies of England and Holland, had three times 
more in notes and funds than they had money 
in Bank, or effects in their warehouſes, or 
debtors in their books: an opinion that Law 
had found means to prepoſſeſs him with, with- 
out any corroborating proof, and which that 
projector had himſelf imbibed in England and 
Holland, on fimple conjectures and hear-ſay, 
which were eaſily refuted by the conſideration of 
this ſingle queſtion : Why, if the thing is really 
ſo, do the directors or their friends, who know 
the true ſtate of their own ſtock and effects, buy 
into the funds at the current price ? or why do 
they prefer Bank notes to money in ſpecie ? 


The 
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1 
wine 2 
e. 4 


The plague 80 out 1 year at ( Marclles, 


and ſwept off near one half of the inhabitants 


to the number of Tx” thouſand, occaſioned by 
ſome goods that had been ſmuggled by them- 
ſelves out of a ſhip from Smyrna, to avoid pay- 
ing the duties, and by not properly obſerving 
the uſual quarantine. All communication with 
Provence was NW hi neyertheleſs the plague 


S206 # SS 4-7 


got into Languedoc. 


This year arrived at Paris Mahomer Effendi, 
ambaſſador from the Ottoman Porte: during his 
ſtay there he was ſo delighted with the inven- 
tion of Printing, and i its great uſe, that he re- 
folved ro ſer. up a printing houſe at Conſtanti. 
nople; but it was ſeven or eight years after- 
wards before he could effect his deſign, our ac- 
count of the great oppoſition made by the co- 
piers who were ſtrongly ſupported by the 
muphti or chief prieſt. of the Mahometan reli- 
_—_ 


The eleventh of December Mr. de la Houſiage, 
one of the counſellors of ſtate, was appointed 
comptroller- general of the finances, and M. des 
Forts, the commiſſary- general, having put into 
his bands all the papers belonging to that office, 

he 
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he immediately ſet about preparing a plan for a 
general viſa, or recognition, a thing which was in 
my opinion very prudent and equitable in the 
main; if it was badly executed, that was not his 
fault. 


His plan was executed the following year. It 
conſiſted in cauſing a all the bearers of royal pa- 
pers or the king's creditors to deliver into the 
commiſſioners of the viſa, an account of all 
bank notes, actions, and other papers in their 
poſſeſſion, and to prove how they came by them 
originally, wherher by inheritance, or purchaſe, 
or contracts for paytnent, that the chmmiiſſarics 
might be at liberty to cancel all ſuch” notes as 
were not proved to have been paid for by an 
etuivalent in ſettled ſtock : It is certain that 
theſe commiſſioners did not all of them do 
juſtice, and that the great men and court fa- 
yourites procured an exemption from this viſa in 
favour of thoſe who paid them handſomely for 
their good offices; but the goodneſs of the plan 
it is no wiſe affected by the badneſs of the exe- 
cution. 

1721. 


Pelletier de la Houſſaye, the comptroller- ge- 
neral, a man of truly diſintereſted principles, did 
Vol. II. N all 
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all in his power to oppoſe the court - favourites 
and miſtreſſes in their endeavours to prevail with 
the King, in favour of thoſe who had paid them 
for their protection againſt the viſa, but he did not 
always meet with ſucceſs, and the great fault of 
the regent who was in, himſelf a firid& lover of 
juſtice, but too flexible to the recommendations 
and ſollicitations of his favourites, was he not 
referring all appeals and difficulties ariſing by the 
courſe of the viſa, ts a ſubſequent examination 
by a committee of parliament; this would at once 
have pleaſed the parliament and contented the 
people, Abo were for ſtripping the rich and 
n their ſpoils among the loſers. 


La Houſkye ſaw * concern in that many 
of the commiſſioners had been bribed to betray 
their truſt. - But as it was not in his power to 
_ convict them of it fully, we bad no other me- 
thod left but to name two commiſſioners to every 
cauſe exceeding ten thouſand livres. 


The abbe Dubois was made cardinal : moſt 
people were aſtoniſhed at the ſudden riſe and 
grandeur of this eccleſiaſtic, conſidering the cir- 
cumſtances of his birth, faults, and want of 


probity. His father was a ſurgeon of a little 
DRY 298i ili vim 1 
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ton in the Limouſin, and this his ſon was no- 
torious for being hot · headed, paſſionate; and 
ſlanderous, one who paid no regard to truth, 4 
debauchee, avaritious, envious, arid a great dif- 


ſembler, even to the prejudice of | his beſt 
friends ; but theſe people did not reflect, 


Firſt, That he had ingenuity to diſcover the 
foibles of mankind, and ſkill to turn them to his 
own advantage; in a word, that he was perfect 


' thaſter of the arts of flattery, and could work 


upon the hopes and fears of thoſe he had to deal 
with in ſuch a manner as to perſuade, them that 
they were intereſted in ſupporting whatever he 
thought proper to adviſe. | 


Secondly, That he flept little; ſcarcely ever 
tead, and cared neither for entertainments nor 
converſation z in conſequence of which, it may 
be ſuppoſed he had more leiſure to deliberate on 
the beſt means of removing all obſtacles that 
ſtood in the way of his advancement. 


Thirdly, That a mind violent in its r 
and conſtantly at leiſure to meditate on & ſingle 


point in view, finds a thouſand expedients to at- 


tain its ends that are never thought of by ano- 
N 2 | 
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ther, and. that he, who is bound by no ties of 
| friendſhip, gratitude, or honour, leaps over 


thoſe bars. to preferment, at which an honeſt 
man. would ſtop bort of his own accord. 


A, == 


u 

Fourthiy, That he w in making his fortune A 
has but one man to govern, whom he perpetu- D 
ally watches over in perſon, or ſurrounds by his T 
own creatures, who is rebuffed at nothirig, but fo 
ſuffers all things with patience in the proſecu- T. 
tion of his purpoſe ; who can either by ridicule m. 
or calumny, practice on his patron's mind to ha 


the difadvantage of all 'who have the liberty of tin 
acceſs to him, that ſuch a man will ſoon be an 
able to drive away all companions by only am 
threatening to withdraw himſelf. hai 

ed 
Hat people given themſelves time to make ma 
theſe reflections, they would have found that bit. 
in the ebmmon courſe of providence, and with ful, 
fach' qualifications, it was almoſt impoſſible for will 
him not te have had the intire difpoſal of his if 2 


patron's authority; nor are there wanting ſome 
who believe, and not without a ſhew of reaſon, 
that if the duke had once contradicted him after 
he came to be prime minifter, he would ſoon 
have gained fuch an aſcendency over the young atta 
Ring," by filling his mind with idle fears and 

3 ſuſpi- 


POLlITI CAT ANNALS. 181 


ſuſpicions, that he would have baniſhed even the 
duke of Orleans himſelf, 


Cardinal Aberoni was his rival in fortune and 
upon a footing with him in birth and talents, 
Alberoni knew more of buſineſs than of men. 
Dubois was better ſkilled in men than buſineſs. 
The former was driven from the helm of affairs 
for want of keeping a ſufficient number of ſpies. 
The latter had made himſelf immoveable by 
making himſelf neceſſary, but after all was he 
happicr than another ? Far from it ; he was con- 
tinually tormented with the favour of ambition, 
and incapable of taſting a ſingle pleaſure or 
amuſcment known to the reſt of the world: he 
had great intereſt, but was he the more eſteem- 
ed for that? To gain efteem, and aflection, a 


man muſt be juſt and good; and the merely am- 


bitious, though they may live great and power- 
ful, dic hated and deſpiſed ; who then would 
wilh to be ſuch a miniſter ? We need only aſk 
if a man void of juſtice or prohity, who cares 
for no one but himſelf, and thinks only to pre- 
ſerve himſelf in power, is the man whom others 
would wiſh to rule over them? With an ima- 
gination fruitful in every expedient neceſſary far 
attaining an end equally irrational and undeſire- 

N 3 able ; 
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able, he wanted that ſolid underſtanding which 
is requiſite for making choice of a wiſe and des 
ſirable one. But ſuch is the general character 
of moſt prime miniſters, 


1722. 


Cardinal Dubois, in order to ſecure himſelf 
more effe&ually againſt the intrigues of thoſe 
under favourites of the regent, who uſed to be 
at his evening parties, prevailed on him to re- 
move the king to Verſailles ; and indeed, a mi- 
niſter is more ſecure there, he has greater autho- 
rity, and conſequently can manage affairs more 
conveniently than at Paris, where he is too 
much embarraſſed with giving audiences, and 
has a greater number of riyals and competitors 
to dread. | 


As the King's minority was now on the point 
of expiring, Dubois perſuaded the regent that 
to keep up his authority, and conſequence it 
would be proper for him ro have frequent con- 
ferences with the king alone, in order to give him 
an inſight into ſtate affairs, and make him ac- 
quainted with the merits, talents, and faults of 
_— about him. 

Marſhal 
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Marſhal Villeroy, his governor, a man of 
A narrow underſtanding, but very vain and over- 
bearing; had often taken the liberty of cenſur- 
ring the regent's conduct to his majeſty, appa- 
rently with a view of gaining his confidence, 
and on this occaſion he openly declared, that the 
duty of his poſt would not permit him to leave 
the king alone with any one. The regent, who 
was then at Verſailles, being informed of this, 


ſent him an order by an officer of his guards to 


retire to his houſe of Villeroy, eight leagues diſ- 
tance from Paris, and the next day he received 
another order to repair to his government of 
Lyons. 


The young king was overjoyed to be thus 
delivered from a troubleſome pedant, who was 
perpetually curbing him in the leaſt trifles, and 
as every body about. court had ſuffered from the 
ill humour and haughtineſs of this crabbed old 
man, they were glad of his diſmiſſion. The duke of 
Charòt ſucceeded him in his place, and gained 
the love and eſteem of all the world, by his 
great ſweetneſs and polite behaviour. 


The ceremony of the coronation was perform. 
ed at Rheims in the month of October with the 
N 4 greateſt 


184 PoL1iTICAL ANNALS. 


greateſt magnificence ; and here I ſhall give fome 
reaſons why, in my opinion, this ceremony ſhould 
be aboliſhed: _ 


Firſt, Becauſe the king holds his right of 
reigning from his birth alone, either as eldeſt 
ſon to the former king, or eldeſt ſon, or eldeſt 
grandſon, or only ſon of this eldeſt ſon : but 
theſe antient ceremonies favour rather too much 
of the times of our old kings, who were choſen 
by election, and might inſpire the people with 
a notion that the king does not poſſeſs in himſelf 
all the rights, authority, and ſupremacy of king 
before his coronation, which is a ridiculous ſuppa- 
ſition, but which had, however, been inſtilled 
into the people in the time of Henry VI. great 
great great grandfather to Lewis XIV. abour 
an hundred and forty years ago, who was there 
fore obliged to have himſelf crowned at Char- 
tres. I hope that ſome one of our dauphins will 
hereafter content himſelf with appointing a public 
rejoicing throughout his capitol, tor his happy 
acceſſion to the crown. | 


Secondly, This day ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by 
the releaſe of a number of priſoners for debt ; 
by a bounty ta the ſeve al hoſpitals ; by a double 

«F997; allow- 
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allowance to the friars of the Mendicant orders; 
by feaſting the populace, by dancings, by ſing- 
ing of Te Deums in all the pariſhes, and by the 
ringing of bells and firing of guns; nor would 
T have any part of the ancient ceremony retain- 
ed but the royal banquet: I would have this 
feſtival concluded with the fineſt illuminations in 
all parts of the city, by magnificent fire-works 
on the river, and by every means that can remove 
the leaſt notion of a cqnſecration or crown- 


ng. 


At length the plague ceaſed in Provence, after 
having laſted upwards of two years: the regent's 
phyſician (Chirac) wha was afterwards firſt phy- 
ſician to the king, maintained that this malady 
was not contagious in itſelf, but rendered ſo by 
fear, which corrupted the blood and diſpoſed it 
to receive the infection. Fear may doubtleſs be 
one cauſe, but not the only one; elſe whence 
Tomes it that children are ſeized with this diſ- 
temper, who cannot be ſuppoſed to be affected 
with any ſuch fear? therefore, in my opinion, 
the ſhutting up the ſick in their houſes in thoſe 
towns that are infected with the plague, the ſtop- 
ping all paſſages into the neighbouring provin- 
ves that are yet in health, to prevent infected 
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perſons, or goods from being conveyed thither, 
and the ſtrict obſervance of quarantines, are very 
wiſe and neceſſary preeautions; and are now 
partly obſerved by the Turks at Conſtanti. 


nople. 


The eighth of December died at St. Cloud, the 
lady Elizabeth Charlotte, daughter to the elector 
palatine, and mother to the regent, a princeſs 
reſpectable for her ſtrict regard for, and invio- 
lable attachment to juſtice ; ſhe was mild, af- 
fable, and compaſſionate, and of a moſt liberal 
diſpoſition ; which gained her the love and eſteem 
of all who knew her. I had the honour of ſerv- 
ing her upwards of five and twenty years in the 
quality of chief almoner, and have the greateſt 
reaſon to extol her goodneſs both to me and my 
brother, Father Saint Pierre, the jeſuit, who was 
her highneſs's confeſſor. 


1723. 


The king held a bed of juſtice at the Palais 
royal, to declare his coming of age, a ceremony 
which coſts great time and pains to abundance 
of people, eſpecially the orators, is very trou- 
| ; bleſome 


rc 


T- 2 


PoiliTICAL ANNALS, 187 


bleſome to the parties concerned, and of no man- 
ner of uſe to the public weal, but theſe are re- 
mains of the old forms of government, in times 
of ignorance and ſuperſtition, hen our anceſtors 
were very fond of all kind of ceremonies in mat - 
ters of ſtate, as well as religion. 


Cardinal Dubois died the tenth of Auguſt, 
of the relicts of an old debauch, leaving effects 
behind him, to the amount of fix or ſeven hun- 
fared thouſand crowns. 


The ſurpriſing elevation of a man of ſo deſpt: 
cable a character, reflected very little honour up- 
on the regent, who died himſelf the ſecond of 
December following, after having procured of 
the king, for himſelf the ſame title of prime 
miniſter, which he had fo imprudently beſtow. 
ed on the cardinal, a proof that he had diſco- 
vered at laſt how he had been impoſed upon by 
the cardinal, who had always perſuaded him that 
it was a title beneath his birth and dignity. 


This prince, though poſſeſſed of a great ſhare 
of underſtanding, was guilty of the moſt childiſh 
faults, and with a capacity for giving the beit 
advice to others, generally followed the worlt 
himſelf. 

He 
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He had been perſuaded by the abbẽ Dubois 


that there was neither juſtice nor probity to be 


found amongſt men, nor chaſtity among wo- 
men; and that it was ſeeking the philoſopher's 
ſtone to look for integrity in miniſters of ſtate z 
and that all that was to be required of them 
was an imagination, fruitful in expedients. It 
was doubtleſs, greatly for the intereſt of Dy- 
bois to eſtabliſh this maxim, and he brought it 
about by his falſe repreſentations and calum- 


nies. 


This prince was always fond of liſtening to 
whatever tended to turn others into ridicule, 
for which reaſon he was continually ſurrounded 
with ſneerers, calumniators, and flanderers, in 
which latter talent the cardinal for cunning and 
dexterity exceeded all others. | 


But he was at the ſame time very apprehenſive 
of being ridiculed himſelf, and the cardinal by 
raking advantage of this fear managed him as 
he pleaſed. 


He gave. away more than any prince of his 
time, and yet died very little beloved or re- 
ſpected by the public, becauſe in diſtributing 

gifts 


2 it 
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gifts and employments, he did not always con- 
ſult juſtice, or the appearance of it; and, in- 
deed, there is but one way of giving theſe things 
in a manner juſt in itſelf, and in the eyes of the 
world; and that is by the method of ſcrutiny be- 
tween thirty of equal rank; but he never had 
the leaſt idea of this ſo ſalutary regulation. 


No one had ever greater opportunities of ac- 
quiring a fortune of forty or fifty millions with 
juſtice, and yet he died five or ſix millions in 
debt, for ſums he had advanced to the ſtate; I 
never knew a perſon poſſefſed of more eſſential 


good qualities. 


He had a great ſhare of courage in the field, 
but very little firmneſs in his reſolves; he too 
often determined matters of the greateſt impor- 
tance. on the ſpot, without hearing the parties 
concerned, and afterwards repented of giving 
judgment, without having informed himſelf ſut- 


ficiently of the merits of the cauſe. 


The duke of Orleans was attacked with a fit 
of the apoplexy about four o'clock in the after- 
noon, and died in fix hours afterwards. In the 


interval, La Vrilliere, ſecretary of ſtate, went to 


the 
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the new duke, and told him, that the king 
would now want 2 prime miniſter : * Do 
« you therefore be with his majeſty, added 
« he, when I come to acquaint him of the death 
00 of the regent, throw yourſelf immediately at 
« his feet, and aſk him for the place of prime 
« miniſter, and 1 will have the brevet ready to 
.* ſign.” This was accordingly done about ten 
in the evening: the king, before he ſigned the 
brevet, looked at his preceptor, the biſhop of 
Frejus, afterwards cardinal de Fleury, as aſking 
him what he ſhould: do? the biſhop, in his ſur- 
prize, imprudently made a ſign with his head, 
as much as to ſay, that he ſhould grant the duke 
his requeſt; upon which his majeſty en 


1— 


he biſhop heartily repemed the not having 
made a negative ſign with his head; and, indeed, 
it was out of all reaſon to name ſo ſuddenly, for 
prime miniſter and governor of a great kingdom, 
a young man, who himſelf ſtood in need of one 
to conduct him. 


It ever there was a juncture in which a king 


| ould have faid, © I will conſider of it, it was 
this ; 


PoLiTICAL ANNALS. 16z 


this; and the circumſtance well merited a mature 
conſideration ; for, had the biſhop only taken 
four and twenty hours to reflect upon the reaſons 
for and againſt, he would ſoon have perceived, 
that he might, at that time, have taken the ad- 
miniſtration of affairs into his own hands, with- 
out having the title of prime miniſter, and the 
king might have ſaid the next day, I will not 
have any prime miniſter,” and yet have delega- 
ted his authority to his preceptor, as he did two 
years afterwards. 


The marchioneſs de Prie, daughter to a mer- 
chant named Bertelot de Pleneuf, had, at that 
time, the abſolute government of the duke, 
who had now the government of the kingdom. 


She had great parts and courage for a young 
woman, and was deſirous of maintaining herſelf 
in her authority as long as poſſible ; but, leaſt 
any thing ſhould happen to croſs her expecta- 
tions, ſhe made the molt of her time to improve 
her fortune. 


She had the miſtaken notion, that the moſt 
effectual way to preſerve the duke in his poſt, 
was to remove the biſhop of Frejus from about 

f the 
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the king's perſon, or, at leaſt, to prevent him 
from being made a cardinal, leaſt his majeſty 
might one day be prevailed upon to make him 
* miniſter; | 


The biſhop ſoon perceived this woman's drift, 
and, at firſt tried to perſuade the duke to ſend 
her to her huſband's eſtate at Liſieux in Norman- 
dy; in which caſe, he would have uſed all his 
intereſt to ſupport the duke in his poſt of prime- 
miniſter ; but finding that he could not bring him 
to conſent to this, he reſolved to take other me- 
thods, and wait for ſome favourable oppor- 
tunity of quietly. exiling him to his palace at 
Chanteli, and ſending. Madame de Prie into 
Normandy; which happened in about. two years 
afterwards. 


155 BATS £3001, 1724. 

At the beginning of this year, an event hap- 
pened that ſurpriſed all Europe ; Philip V. king 
of Spain, grandſon to Lewis XIV. of France, 


abdicated his crown in favour of the Prince of 


Aſturias, his eldeſt ſon, afterwards Lewis I. In 
his letter written to his ſon, and dated from the 
monaſtery of St. Iidefonſo, fifteen leagues north 
* he tells him. That he relinquiſbes 


« the 


r 
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the crown to him with ſo much the more 
“ fatisfaction, as he found the queen his con- 
“ fort in the ſame ſentiments with himſelf, 
&«. and determined with him to caſt beneath 


| © her feet the nothingneſs of worldly grandeur, 


and the periſhable goods of this life.” In 
confequence of this abdication, Lewis was pro- 
claimed king at Madrid, the ninth of February, 
1724. 


About this time a regulation took place in 
that kingdom, by which the captain and lieute- 
nant-general were granted the ſame honour at 
court as the grandees of Spain : a very wiſe and 
rational regulation; but it would be proper, at 
the ſame time, to grant this dignity of grandee 
to the captains-general for life only, and not to 
make it liereditary; in like manner as we in France 
ſhould make the dignity of duke and peer perſo- 
nal in the marſhals of France, and not heredi- 
tary. 


I find that, at this time, there was an academy 
of literati, eſtabliſned at Madrid, nearly on the 
ſame plan as the new academy at Liſbon; this may 
be the means of one day rendering the tribunal 
of Inquiſition leſs inſupportable, as its judges 

Vor. II. O and 


19% Potitric4at ANnNALS. 

and difeftdrs will not be ſo ignorant, but more 
learned and reaſpnable. Academies contribute 
greatly to the encreaſe of reaſon, equity, and 
vittue in 4, tate; aff the removal of ignorance, 
bigbtry, and perſecution. 


The plenipotentiaties at the . of Cam- 
Bray reſolved upon forme articles for the puniſh- 
ment of ſuch of their domeſtics as ſhould be 
found .guilty of any crimes ; and, that the pro- 
greſs of the peace might not be retarded by diſ- 
putes about rank and precedency, between the 
miniſters of the negocnting powers, it was re 


ſolved, that whatever paſſed in that aſſembly, re- 


lative to precedency, ſhould not be carried into 
a precedent, nar claimed in any other place, or 
at any other time whatever, ſo that no one might 


Sas ww * Wy 


any future occaſion. 


This proviſional regulation was propoſed by 

- Mr. de Saint Conteſt; and was a very prudent 
one, inaſmuch as it is merely proviſional, and 

prevented a number of trifling difficulties that 

frequently ariſe, to the hindrance of the moſt 

benefcial and important treaties. 

The 


* 0 w * 
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The acth of Auguſt the Spaniſh flota arrived 
in the Bay of Cadiz, conſiſting of twelve ſhips, 
under the convoy of two men of war : they failed 
from Vera Cruz the 21ſt of May, and arrived 
ſafe, after a fortunate' paſſage of only three 
months ; and, as they had made 2100 leagues, 
at twenty-five to the degree, they muſt have run 
down ſeven hundred leagues in a month, which 
is twenty-three leagues a day one day with ang. 
ther, or nearly a league an hour. This fleet 
brought on acceunt of the king and the merchants, 
ten millions five hundred thouſand piaſtres, or 
pieces of eight, weighing about an ounce a- piece; 
four thouſand five hundred marks of ſilver in 
wrought plate; three hundred and twenty thou- 
ſand marks of ſilver in ingots; four hundred 
thouſand piſtoles in gold, and five thouſand 
marks of coined gold; in all, about ſixty-ſix 
million of our preſent money, at fifty livres to 


the mark of ſilver; beſides cochineal, indigo, 


jalap, vanello, contrayerva root, guajacum, cof- 
fee, cocao, chocolate, amber, tanned hide, brazil- 
wood, copper, earthen ware, &c. 


* The French league is about ſeven and a half of our Eng- 
um miles, which are of bo to the degree ; fo that, by this 


calculation, the fleet muſt have failed neatly ſeven miles and 


a half an hour, or about 160 miles a day, and the whole run 
may be computed at 15,700 leagues. 


O 2 This 
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This was the largeſt and richeſt cargo that had 
ever arrived from that part of the world; for, 
in general, the lading of the flota from Vera 
Cruz to North America, is not above a third ſo 

rich as that of the galleons, from Porto-Bello, 
Carthagena, and the South-Seas. 


King Lewis of Spain died at Madrid the 3 iſt 
of Auguſt, of the ſmall-pox, in his ſeventeenth 
year, having reigned not quite ſeven months : 
the queen, who was likewiſe ſeized with the 
ſame diſtemper, returned to France. 


King Philip reſumed the government, with an 
intent to reſign it to Don Ferdinand, prince of 
Aſturias, as ſoon as he ſhould have attained the 
fame age as the late king Lewis his brother. 


An arret was publiſhed the 13th of May, or- 

dering the crown dues that had been alienated, 

to be ſet up anew to auction; and that the pur- 

| chaſe ſhould be made j in rents payable to the 
crown by the purchaſers, 


This is certainly the beſt method of increaf. 
ing the number of bidders; for, if the puachate 
a n | was 
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was immediately to be paid for in money, the 
dues would be ſold for a third leſs than their value. 


And there is likewiſe another remark to be 
made, which is, that if they would encourage 
a ſtill greater number of bidders, the dues ſhould 
be divided into ſmall lots, for three, four, or five 
hundred livres a year. 


Laſtly, It would not be amiſs at the time of 
publiſhing ſuch ſales, to leave with the curate of 
every pariſh for eight or ten miles round, a 
printed form, containing the account of the 
eſtates to be ſold, and the annual or local charges 


upon each. 


The king iſſued another declaration the four- 
teenth of November, prohibiting all waggoners 
driving a charrette, or cart with two wheels only, 
from having more than three Horſes, from the 
firſt of April till the firſt of October, and more 
than four from the firſt of October to the firſt of 


April. 


This ordinance is excellently calculated to 
prevent the waggoners from ſpoiling the roads, 
by carrying too heavy loads; but it has two 


faults: 
O3 Firſt, 


198 PoritiTical ANNALS. 
Pirſt, That it is liable to an exception, which 

though of little ſeeming conſequence, might be 

made a handle of by the impoſing waggoner. 


Secondly, There are no committees of proſe- 
cution held in the parliaments throughout the 
kingdom, for carrying theſe regulations of the 
general policy into execution; this, however, 
was an eſtabliſhment that the late Mr. Colbert, 
a moſt excellent minifter, had a deſign of form- 
ing, had he not been prevepted by death, 


1725. 


This year died Czar Peter, emperor of Muſ- 
covy, at his capital of Peterſbourg, which he 
himſelf had built; he was a prince who had many 
good qualities in point of underſtanding, and 
many bad ones in point of heart; accordingly 
he did ſome things deſerving praiſe, and others 
that were no leſs blameable; and might have 
paſſed for an illuſtrious man, and a great prince 
among barbarous princes, but never for a great 
man. 


Ile was ardurous and indefatigabie in his pur- 
ſuits after glory; but for want of a good education 
. 7 0 he 


6. , 


; 
: 
0 
f 
c 
v 
x 


* 


Pol ITI AL ANN AIS. 199 


he was wholly ignorant of the nature ot true 
glory. 


He had no idea of any thing more deſireable 
and noble than great power, and the reputation of 
being the moſt formidable prince in the world ; 
and indeed, this ſeemed to be the reigning fault 
of moſt ſovereigns at that time; it was the great 
fault of Lewis XIV. In this view the whole 
thoughts of the czar, from his earlieſt youth, 
were bent upon the means of ever caling his 


power. 


This ambitious turn made him particularly de- 
ſirous of inſtructing himſelf in the chief points of 
government, among the neighbouring princes, and 
the nature of their revenues, riches, and trade, 

eſpecially the latter, which he conſidered as the 
principal ſource of that wealth, in which the 
greater part of their power conſiſted. 

| [ 


One Le Fort (a Genoeſe by birth) a perſon 
of underſtanding, and who had travelled thro? 
moſt of the kingdoms in Europe, happened to 
be at that time at Moſcow, perfecting himſelf 
in the Ruſſian language. This man found means 
to inſinuate himfelf into the good graces of the 
young czar, who took great delight in hearing 
him relate his travels, 

O 4. It 
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It was in ſome of theſe converſations that the 
czar firſt took a fancy to travel himſelf, to ſec 
with his own eyes the wonderful things that Le 
Fort had related to him, concerning the exten- 
five commerce, numerous fleets and great riches 
of the Engliſh and Dutch, who conſidered as 
ates, were ſo greatly inferior in point of terri- 
tories and inhabitants, to the * kin gdom he 
5 


And finding that an extenſive trade by ſea 
furniſned the means of maintaining numerous 
forces, he reſolved to ſettle ports, and have ſhip- 
ping in the Baltick, Caſpian and Black Seas. 


But as his ſubjects were wholly ignorant af 
navigation as well as military diſcipline, and had 
neither arts nor ſciences amongſt them, he re- 
ſolved to retain in his ſervice (by handſome pen- 
ſions) a number of foreigners, for the more 
ſpeedily inſtructing his people in theſe neceſſary 
parts of knowledge. 


The violent defire he had of incrtaſing his 
power, put him upon attempting the conqueſt 
of thoſe provinces that the king of Sweden had 
on the Baltic fea: a very unjuſt ſcheme; but alas 
he did not know that great power is of little ſer- 

vice 
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vice in acquiring valuable and true glory, or an 
eſtimable reputation, without the obſervance of 
Juſtice towards our neighbour, and the practice 
of goodneſs to the ſubject. | 


Great power is a lefty pedeſtal, on which if a 
man is placed he is ſeen indeed at a greater dil- 
tance, and to a greater number of ſpectators, 
but he is ſtill ſeen ſuch he really 1s ; therefore, if 
he is ignorant, ſuperſtitious, unjuſt, choleric, 
vindictive, or evil- minded; or has a baſe and 
ſordid foul, it would be better for his reputa- 
tion not to be ſo univerſally conſpicuous, or ſcen 
from fo great a height. 


Let the idle, vulgar eſteem men according 
to their degree of power, the wiſe man will al- 
ways conſider them in proportion to the great- 
neſs of the motives that actuate their under- 
takings; by their love for virtue, juſtice an 
goodneſs; by the greatneſs and firmneſs of their 
courage in ſurmounting obſtacles, and by the 
penetration, extent and juſtneſs of their under- 
ſtanding, in the choice of the moſt efficacious 
means for ſucceeding in thoſe enterprizes, that 
are attended with the greateſt difficulties, and 
are productive of the moſt benefit to the public, 


Bur 
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| But where is the greatneſs, glory, or virtue of 


deſiring to be more rich or powerful? Is not 
this the common motive of all men, and even 
of the lower claſs of men? If there is any excel- 
lence in this motive, has not every trader a 


claim to the ſame excellence and the ſame glori- 


ous object in his purſuits? 


A diſtinguiſhed motiye is that of ſurpaſſing 
thoſe of an equal rank in juſtice, forbearance, 
politeneſs, talents, and thoſe productions of the 
mind that are moſt beneficial to others, 


It is certain that he lahoured more than any 
of his predeceſſors to eſtabliſh ſound policy 
throughout his empire, and to get the better of 
the great ignorance of his ſubjects. In this re- 
ſpect, he was the greateſt man amongſt his coun- 
trymen. But where was his prudence in making 
choice of a ſecond wife, of ſo infamous a cha- 
rafter? Where is his wiſdom in the education 


he gave his ſon? He might from the beginning 
have furniſhed him with the beſt preceptors from 


other nations, who might have been inſtructed in 
thelanguage of the country, and have inſpired their 
royal pupil with a taſte for arts and ſciences, par- 
ticularly navigation, and would have been pleaſed 
to ſee him make a progreſs in them; inſtead of 

| that, 
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that, he truſted the care of his education to per- 
ſons of his own country, who could not fail to 
have a ſecret diſlike to all thoſe uſeful changes 
he had introduced into the government: Was 
this wiſdom? What could he expect from a 
ſon ſo trained up, but to adopt the errors of his 
ſuperſtitious predeceſſors, and of thoſe ignorant 
wretches that ſurrounded him in his infancy. 


It is certain that he perceived in his married 
ſon notions very contrary to thoſe changes he 
was deſirous of eſtabliſhing, but what reaſon had 
he to deſpair of working a change in this opini- 
on? Could he not have ſent him to travel 
thorough Europe? Might he not have put per- 
ſons of a rational and juſt way of thinking about 
him, who would have uſed their joint endea- 


vours to make him hearken to reaſon? Where 


then was the neceſſity of condemning him to die 
in a priſon, inſtead of ſending him to travel. 
with proper companions ? There was ſomething 
great in the czar; there was ſomething great 
likewiſe in the character of the king of Sweden, 
but they were far from being great in all re- 
ſpecs, eſpecially in-prudence, juſtice, and good- 
neſs. They were unacquainted with true great- 
nefs in man, they knew not that it conſiſts in 

| being 
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being greatly virtuous, prudent, juſt, and 
This year we ſaw handed about a kind of 
will or laſt teſtament of the late emperor of 
China (Camyhz}; who died in 1722. This prince 
knew much better than the czar Peter, in what 


true glory conſiſted, for he never boaſted of his 
great power, but only of the good uſe he made 


of that power. 


One e of this will was in particular taken 


notice of by people of diſcernment, wherein 


he congratulates himſelf on the immenſe ſums 
he had expended during bis reign in making 
new canals, new dykes, new roads, and other 
public works; and that, on a calcu. ation which 
he himſelf made, he found that the whole ſums 
he had expended on his own palace did not a- 
mount to the, hundredth part of what he had 
laid out in works of public utility. 


He was moderate in his pleaſures, that he 
might be more magnificent in ſuch things as 
were of moſt uſe and ſervice to his people. This 
is true greatnels ! this is real glory! this is be- 
ing great in wiſdom, juſtice, and goodneſs ; and 


1s 
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is a proof that the princes of China are better 
educated than the princes of Europe. 


This year the king eſpouſed the only daugh- 
ter of king Staniſlaus of Poland. This princeſs 
is by diſpoſition timid, religious and mild; and 
is very fruitful; ſhe buſies herſelf wholly with 
her children and family affairs, and is on all 
theſe accounts moſt deſirable for a queen. 


The duke, prime-miniſter, in order to reſtore 
E the public credit, thought it neceſſary to diſ- 
charge ſome part of the yearly payments due from 
the government to the ſubject, and to this end 
| the king was prevailed upon to iſſue a declara- 
| tion on the fifth of June, laying a tax of a fiftieth 
| part of the yearly income of every family : this 
| was in itſelf a good ſcheme, but the propoſed 
| payments did not take place till under the ſub- 
ſequent miniſtry. 


This ſcheme of eſtabliſhing an annual fund 

for diſcharging the debts of the government, is 

| ſo much the more important, as the miniſtry fre- 
| quently find in the courſe of the year many more 
neceſſary expences to make than theſc diſcharges. 

| This is what the Engliſh are daily experiencing, 


F from 


206 Pol ITIcAT AKWALS. 

from whom we adopted this method; but we 
want — catry it into exe- 
cution. 


1726. 


This year the Portugueſe made the difcovery 
of a very rich gold mine in the mountains of the 
Brazils, about one hundred and fifty 6. 
' diſtance from the bay of All Saints, and in 
twelve degrees ſouth latitude, which is Hay 
in the ſame meridian as Lima. It is ſaid that 
this mine will be worth upwards of ſix thou- 
ſand marks of gold to his. Portugueſe majeſty 
every year, all charges paid; and will intro- 
duce every year into trade near fix thoufand 


marks of gold more in charges and frauds; Which 


will make upwards of nine millions of livres 
of our preſent money, for the mark ef gold 
which at this time was worth about fifteen 
marks of ſilver, was worth ſeven hundred and 
fifty livres, in 1730. So that in 1746 Uhere will 
de at leaſt two hundred and forty thouſand 
-marks of gold in Portugal, or one hundred 
and: eighty millions of livres, more than in 
1725. 


This 
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This increaſe in wealth among the Portugueſe 
will occaſion a decreaſe in induſtry, for a people 
only work in proportion to the wants they feel, and 
the deſire they have of increaſing their wealth. It 
js a general obſervation, that the Spaniards, who 
are leſs induſtrious than the inhabitants of the 


' colder climates, ſuch as Flanders for inſtance, 


are become ſtill leſs ſo within theſe laſt two 
centuries ; that is to ſay, ſince their having diſ- 
covered and made themſelves maſters of the 
gold and ſilver mines. Accordingly, it may be 
ſaid, that the French, the Engliſh, and the Dutch, 
who are induſtrious, active, working people, 
will always have a greater ſhare of the produce 
of theſe mines than the Spaniards or Portugueſe, 
who are the proprietors of them; but then each 
of theſe nations Muſt be careful to encourage 
manufactures amongſt them, and keep up a 


Rouriſhing trade by ſea. 


The daily pay of a common day labourer at 
a moderate price, in any country will be al- 


ways in proportion, to the quantity of gold or 


filver in that country, and the price of each day's 
labour may be conſidered as the ſtandard of the 
different eſtimates. It is worth ſix times more 
at Lima or Peru than at Paris, and worth ſix 
times as much at Paris as at Siam or Pondi- 
bs | chery, 
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chery, on the "coaft of Malabzr. Hence it fol- 
lows * 25 


- Firſt; That there would be as much to be 
got by tranſporting our manufactures from Pa- 
ris to Lima as there is in bringing the manu- 
factures of Pondicherry to Paris, but then we 
muſt carefully avoid bringing into France the 
cloth and filk manufactories of Pondicherry, be- 
cauſe they would ruin our own woollen manu- 
factories at home. | 


Secondly, That the American traffic will laſt 
as long as thoſe mines laſt, and as long as there 
is ſo much greater a quantity of gold and ſilve, 
uſed in the American trade than in the Euro. 
pean ; and this trade will ſubſiſt till our home 

manufactures ſhall fetch us more clear profits 
in the American colonies, than by diſpoſing of 
them in Europe. The continuance of all trade 


depends on the labour and induſtry of the peo- 1 
ple, and the plenty or ſcarcity of gold and ſil- he 
ver amongſt them; for gold and ſilver infinitely - 

c 


facilitate the exchange of merchandize, as bank 
notes do the circulation of money. 


This ycar we were ſurpriſed with an extraor- 
dinary change in the miniſtry: The duke, who It 


* 
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had been above two years and a half prime- 
miniſter, was ordered to retire to his houſe at 
Chantilli: the marchioneſs de Prie, his miſtreſs, 
: was baniſhed ts her eſtate at Liſieux in Nor- 
a + mandy. The four brothers at Paris baniſhed ſepa- 
rately into different provinces. Mr. Dodun, 


0 comptroller- general of the finances was diſmiſſed 
C and his place given to Mr. Desforts. Mr, de 
4 Bretuil, ſecretary at war, diſmiſſed ; and Mr, Le 
4 Blanc recalled and reſtored to his place of ſecretary 


of ſtate. The functions and authority of prime 
miniſter were exerciſed by the biſhop of Frejus, 
the king's preceptor, who was alone permit. 
ted to ſpeak to his majeſty in private on mat- 
4 ters of ſtate: an account of all tranſactions was 
given to him, and he reported them immedi- 


1 ately to the king; none of the other miniſters 
of ſpeaking to his majeſty but at council. 

* The king ſoon after procured him a red hat, and 
© he took the name of Cardinal de Fleuri. There 
l- ; 3 
y never was a more diſintereſted perſon in his 
1 ſtation, nor one of more pure and upright views; 
and who had the true intereſts of his king and 

country more at heart. 

It was generally ſaid, that if the duke would, 
ad or rather could have diſmiſſed madame de Prie, 


Vor. II. P and 
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and have kept in with the biſhop of Frejus, he 
might ſtill have maintained himfelf in his 
poſt; (but love is ſtronger than death, and conſe- 
quently than ambition;) or had madame de Prie 
kept within the bounds of prudence, and not 
have pretended to exerciſe an abſolute power 
over the duke in the diſtribution of places and 
employs, in oppoſition to the prudent views of the 


duke to have yielded to his being made a cardinal; 
ſhe might have maintained her power at court for 
a conſiderable time, and have got her huſband 
made a duke and peer; but, as is frequently 
the caſe, ſhe was ſo earneſt to pleaſe that ſhe had 
not patience and prudence enough to conduct 


herſelf in ſuch a manner as was moſt ſuitable to 
the intereſts of thoſe on whom her fortunes de- 


pended, by falling in with the biſhop's views 
in the government of the king and ſtate. 


When Mr. Desforts preſented himſelf to the 
chamber of accompts, to be received in quality 
of comptroller-general of the finances, the firſt 
preſident defired he would lay before the cham- 
ber all the accompts that had been delivered in 


to the late king, which he promiſed to comply 
4 Vith, 


biſhop of Frejus, or would have perſuaded the 
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with, but I have heard that this was never done; 
apparently, becauſe the comptrollers-general do 
not chuſe that their own adminiſtration, or that 
of their predeceſſors ſhould be expoſed to public 
view: I am apt to imagine that the neglect in 
this article is of great diſadvantage both to king 
and people, 


Mr. Herault, lieutenant of the police, has 
ſhewn great-prudence and vigilance ſince he has 
been in that place; at leaſt I judge fo from the 
number of penal acts he has iſſued for the puniſh-, 
ment of offenders. The penal laws ought to be 
ſomewhat more than empty threats. 


For ſome years paſt the method of inocula- 
tion for the ſmall-pox has prevailed in England. 
By a treatiſe of Dr. Jurin's, a phyſician, and 


member of the Royal Society, containing a cir- 


cumſtanrial account of the ſucceſs of inoculating 
for theſmall-porx at London, during the year 1725: 
it appears that out of one hundred and three per- 
ſons which had. been inoculated, three only died, 
which is not quite the fortieth part: whereas 
at Paris it is. common in thoſe who have the 
ſmall-pox wr chout inoculation, for, at leaſt, the 
fifth part to die. All the princes and princeſſes 


of England have been inoculated, and have re- 
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covered perfectly, and with very few marks. 
This method has for a long time been eſtabliſh- 
ed amongſt the Turks, at Conſtantinople, and 
they had it from the Circaſſians, a people natu- 
rally barbarous and illiterate ; and yet they muſt 
certainly have compared the number of thoſe 


that died of this diſtemper, in the common way, 


and the ſize and quality of the pock, with what 
happens to ſuch as are inoculated, and from hence 
I have diſcovered that this latter method is much 
lafer and attended with leſs fatal conſequences to 
the patient. 


I am informed that by an act of parliament 
made in the twelfth year of the reign of queen 
Anne, the Engliſh nation has promiſed the ſum of 
ten thouſand pounds ſterling to the perſon who 


upon the report of commiſſioners appointed for 


that purpoſe, ſhall have found the ſecret of deter- 
mining the longitude at ſea, within twenty-four 
. leagues, that is to ſay, nearly ane league of the 
great circle, and, fifteen thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling for whoever ſhall diſcover it within ſixtecen 
_ leagues ; laſtly, twenty thouſand jpounds ſterling 
to whoever ſhall determine it within twelve 


leagues and a half, or the one malf of a de- 


_ Rree. 


This 
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This act ſufficiently proves the Engliſh to be 
much more judicious and ſkilful politicians than 
we are, and yet our form of government might 
be equally improved, by eſtabliſhing amongſt 
us political academies, and a number of profeſſors 
in politics, with upper and lower claſſes, and in 
each claſs companies of thirty of equal rank, and 
the improved ſcrutiny by commiſſion agree- 
able to the ſcheme, ſaid to be the late dauphin 
of Burgundy's. 


1727. 


News arrived of the death of the emperor of 
Morocco, who was juſt entering on his nine- 
tieth year, he has left behind him two hundred 
children and grand-children all males, and all 
of them equally legitimate ; but unhappy for 
that kingdom there is no ancient cuſtom, nor 
any new law amongſt them, to limit as in the 
other ſtates of Europe, the ſucceſſion to the 
crown to the eldeſt of the male-children, or in 
default to the eldeſt of his children, or to the 
elder branch, and if under age, to appoint the 
queen (mother) abſolute regent, with a power 
of nominating the greater part of her council, 
in the manner ſhe ſhall think proper : for want 
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of ſuch a law there is always diviſion of parties 
and civil wars in the choice of a king. 


The number of princes of the blood occaſions 
another great inconvenience, namely, that either by 
the deſcendant of the laſt deceaſed prince, or thoſe 
of his predeceſſor or of his ſucceſſor, it may hap- 
pen that there ſhall be at one time in the king- 
dom of Morocco, five or ſix hundred chiefs of 
families, all princes of the blood; now it is 
impoſſible for ſo great a number to be provided 
for either by fortunes or penſions in a manner 
ſuitable to their dignity, they muſt therefore ne- 
ceſſarily be confounded with the reſt of the peo- 
ple, this will leſſen the reſpect due to their birth; 
and, in ſome meaſure affect that due to the ſove- 
reign himſelf, who is of the ſame family with them. 


In this kingdom, as in that of China, there ſub- 
ſiſts a right which is very dangerous to the public 
tranquility, a right the king has to delegate his 
crown by will to any one of his children he pleaſes 
or even to a ſtranger. This gives time for form- 
ing parties during the life-time of the reigning 
prince; for if he names his ſucceſſor, then every 
one will naturally attach hynſelf to the perſon who 
is to be future emperor, and the reigning prince 
himſelf is in danger of being dethroned : and if 

| | he 
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he defers this nomination, then every thing is 
ripe for mutiny as ſoon as the breath is out of 
his body; whereas, in that right which comes 
by birth alone, and even independently of the 
will of the king himſelf, the minds of every one 
are, for a conſiderable time, pre-diſpoſed to an 
obedience to the elder fon, ar his ſon, and the 
public peace is unimpaired. 


There is a law likewiſe wanting amongſt us, 
for ſettling the right of regency during the mino- 
rities in the queen mother alone, and for inveſting 
her with the ſame power as the deceaſed king had 
of nominating her council, and yielding or not 
yielding to the plurality of votes; and ſuppoſing 
there to be no qucen mother, we have no law 
made as yet for giving the office and power of 
regent to the next neareſt heir to the crown, not- 
withſtanding any teſtament or other act of the 
late king to the contrary; this is done at preſent 
only in virtue of cuſtom, whereas there ought to 
be a written law for it: Our laws are very de- 
ficient in points of ſuch great importance to 
the ſtate ; there ſhould never be any poſſible caſe 


left undecided by a written law eſtabliſhed by 


royal authority, for it is of the greateſt danger to 
the public peace, to have theſe matters left unde- 
cided: there are many other caſes which might be 

"4 ſettled 
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ſettled by this fundamental law, but the truth is, 
that there will never be a poſlibility of avoiding 
diviſions, nor will the ſafe enjoyment of their 
rights ever be ſecured to the minor prince, or roy- 
al family of any ſtate in Europe, till an European 
diet ſhall be properly eſtabliſhed with ſufficient 
powers, and properly intereſted in the obſervance 
of this law, and the preſervation of the regal 
right of every potentate in Europe. 


George I. king of England, of the houſe of Brunſ- 
wic,died at Hanover, the capital of his German do- 
minions z he is ſucceeded by his only ſon George 
II. the preſent reigning king of England, who has 
very prudently choſen for his prime minifter Sir 
Robert Walpole, who had ſerved his late father 
in the hike capacity. 


The plan of adminiftration adopted by Sir 
Robert Walpole, who is deſirous of making 
himſelf at once neceſſary to the king, and uſeful 


to the nation, is the moſt ſimple and beſt imagin- - 


ed, that poſſibly can be. 


His firſt point is to pleaſe the king; to this end 
he finds it neceſſary to procure an addition to the 
ſums ſet apart for the expences of his majeſty's 
houſhold, and other private articles, of which no 

; account 
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count is given to the nation. Theſe are called by 
the Engliſh the revenues and expences of the 
civil liſt. But to gain this point, it is neceſſary 
for the miniſter to make ſure of a majority in 
the houſe of commons, in caſe of a propoſed 
augmentation in the civil liſt ſhould meet with 
any little oppoſition, | 


Now to ſecure this majority, he muſt, in the 
firſt place, purchaſe a certain number of votes at 
elections for members of parliament; and give 
yearly penſions to ſuch as ſpeak and write beſt on 
public affairs, 


His ſecond point is to pleaſe the nation; and 
to do this, he muſt aim as much as poſſible to pro- 
cure it all the advantages he can, and to take 
ſuch meaſures in the houſe of commons, as are evi- 
dently for the public benefit; for the diſpaſſionate 
part of the nation, and thoſe that are moſt atrach- 
ed to the good of their country, which are al- 
ways the majority, will ſtick at nothing to ſupport a 
miniſter, whom they know to be conſtantly em- 
ployed in promoting the real intereſt of his caun- 


try. 


He very wiſely procures penſions from ths 
king, in favour of ſome of the members of the 
houſe of commons; and theſe penſions he pays 

out 
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out of the augmentations in the civil liſt; and 


theſe augmentations he ſecures through the in- 


tereſt and votes of theſe placemen and penſion- 
ers; and thus he finds a mrans of ſatisfying the 
people, governing the nation according to its 
real intereſt, and 2 his maſter in what 
he deſires. 


T have been aſſured that he has accumulated 
great riches, if ſo, I ſhall not have ſo good an 


opinion of his diſintereſtedneſs as I have of car- 


dinal de Fleury's, our preſent prime miniſter. 


The 31ſt of May, the emperor's plenipoten- 
tiaries, and thoſe of France, England, Spain and 
Holland, ſigned a preliminary treaty at Soiſſons 
which the court of Spain refuſed to ratify. 


By this treaty the emperor agreed to put a 
ſtop to the trade of the Poland company, and all 
parties promiſed to ſuſpend their reſpective pre- 
tenſions for the ſpace of fourteen years, during 
which time they would accommodate all ſubjects 
of diſpute, between the allies and the northern 
potentates. It is ſaid, that this treaty was of the 
emperor's propoſing; Zinzendorf, the imperial 
miniſter propoſed at the fame time a league for 
guaranteeing the emperor in the entire poſſeſſion 
of his dominions ; but France refuſed to accede 

© 
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to this part of the treaty, and with reaſon, for in 
the preſent uncertain ſtate of politics in Europe, 
it would be impoſſible for ſuch a league to ſub- 
fiſt ; nor does it at all obviate the occaſions of 
war, nor a war itſelf, ſo long as there is noE 

an diet for ſettling in an amicable and peaceable 
manner, the ſeveral diſputes that may hereafter 
ariſe between the different powers. 


There were ſeveral conditions want:ing in this 
treaty, to render it durable or productive of a 
firm and folid peace. 


I. All the ſovereign powers of Europe ſhould 
have been invited to accede to it, and their 
plenipotentiaries have remained in perpetualcon- 


grels. 


II. To engage them to this acceſſion, the confe- 
derate powers ſhould have entered into a recipro- 
cal agreement for guaranteeingto eachother, the 
dominions they were actually in poſſeſſion of; to- 
gether with the rights they claimed by con - 
queſt ; from their neighbours, in virtue of the laſt 
treaties; and alſo the full cxccution of thoſe 
treaties themſelves. 


III. It 


of * * ” 
- * 
8 — 


220 PoLIiTICAL AN NAILS. 


III. It ſnould have been agreed, that if the diffe- 
rences ariſen, or likely to ariſe, could not be ſet- 
tled by mediation, the reſpective powers ſhould 
ſubmit their claims to arbitration, by a majority 
of votes among the-confederates for the preſent, 
and, by three fourths of the voices of the whole 
in final determination. | 


Without theſe fundamental agreements, there 
could be no ſurety of the continuance of the 
peace, the execution of the treaties, or a ceſſa- 
tion from new wars and hoſtilities. 


TV. It ſhould likewiſe have been declared, that 
at the expiration of .two years, any power that 
ſhould refuſe to accede to this treaty, ſhould be 
regarded as an enemy to the general alliance, and 
proceeded againſt accordingly. 


The king of Spain refuſed to ſign the prelimi- 
nary articles, becauſe his ſecretary of war and 
head general had vainly promiſed him, that Gib- 
raltar ſhould be taken from the Engliſh. But 
after ſpending ten millions, and loſing a great 
number of men in the ſiege, they were obliged to 
abandon the enterprize. 


Menzikoff, 
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Menzikoff, prime miniſter of the Ruſſian em- 
pire, was diſgraced, and ſent priſoner to a caſtle in 
Siberia, at four hundred leagues diſtance from 
Peterſburg, and in a much colder climate, he 
was accuſed of divers male practices, but of one 
in particular more manifeſt than the reſt, viz. the 
having amaſſed a prodigious treaſure, which 
could never have been done in ſo ſhort a ſpace 
as twenty years, and, in that country, without 
great injuſtice. He had in lands, jewels, goods, 
and ſilver plate, fine piftures, rich hangings, and 
ready money, to the amount of ſix millions of 
roubles, or ounces of ſilver, which is thirty mil- 
lions of our preſent money, excluſive of what he 
might have in foreign banks; a moſt exorbitant 
ſum for that country. 


He begun, when a boy, by ſelling of pies at 
Moſcow, but being indued with a lively wit and 
a handſome figure, the Czar took a liking to 
him, and entertained him in his ſervice, and af- 
ter the death of the Czarina, he roſe to ſuch a 
degree of power and inſolence, that he reſolved to 
effect the marriage of his daughter with the young 
czar, and of that prince's ſiſter with his ſon; and the 
writings were abſolutely drawn up to the no fmall 
diſcontent of the great men, and the nation in 


general, 
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general, but no one durſt avow. fuch ſentiments, 
ſeveral perions of diſtinction having been put to 
dearh ugh his means, for daring to reſiſt his 
will. | 


| The late Czarina is another prodigy of for- 
tune, ſhe was born in Livonia of very mean pa- 
rents, and having loſt her father and mother lived 


in great poverty and obſcurity till a Lutheran 


curate took her out of charity, to look after 
his children; but growing too big and too hand- 
ſome to continue longer in his houſe, he mar- 
ried her to a drummer; after this a Moſcovite 
colonel took a liking to her, and recommended 
her to Menzikoff; who kept her to take care 
of his linen and dreſs his victuals; it was at Men- 
zikoff's, that the Czar firſt fell in love with her, 
and afterwards eſpouſed her: he had for ſome 
time before put away the empreſs his wife, who 
had brought him the prince of Moſcovy, on 
account of ſome irregularities in her conduct. 


1728. 


Ihe king of Denmark, who, at this time, pur- 
poſed removing to Altena, a city at the mouth of 
the Elbe, the trade that was carried on by the 
ſubjects of his capita', to the eaſtern iſſands, by 


means 
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means of a ſettlement they have at Tranquebar, 
near Cape Camorin, received a very diſagreeable 
meſſage from the king of England, letting him 
know that he ſhould look upon this new ſettle- 
ment as an infraction of the treaties ſubſiſting be- 
tween them, and a declaration of war. 


The king of Denmark made a very prudent re- 
ply, in which he deſired his Britannic majeſty to con- 
ſider, iſt, That the kings of Denmark have as much 
right as the king of England, or any other power 
whatever, to carry on a trade to the Indies. 
24ly, That the ſettling of a trade between Co- 
penhagen and Tranquebar, has nor, as yet, been 
looked upon as unfair or an object of rupture 
between the two crowns, ſince there is no trea- 
ty ſubſiſting, by which the king of Denmark has 


given up his right to that trade. 34%, That ſince 


the ſettling of this trade at Copenhagen he had 
never promiſed, or engaged by any treaty what- 
ever, not to transfer that ſettlement to any other 
town of his dominions. 4thly, That having an equal 


«right with the king of England, to transfer a 


branch of commerce from one town to another, 
for the greater convenience and advanrage of, his 
ſubjects; he hoped his Britannic majeſty would 
not condemn that conduct in a king ot Den- 

mark, 
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mark, that no one would think of blaming in a 
king of England. 5#hly, That, on theſe con- 
ſiderations, he had great reaſon to hope that 
his Britannic majeſty would ceaſe to look upon 
the intended trade from Altena to the Indies, 
either as a rupture, or the commencement of hoſ- 
tilities; inaſmuch as no merchant would look 
upon himſelf injured by a brother merchant of 
the ſame trade, changing his ſhop or dwelling 
place from one part of the town to another. 
6hly, That he thought he had reaſon on his ſide, 
in declaring that there was nothing in the leaſt un- 
fair in this proceeding, nor any thing that could 
give the Engliſh nation a juſt ſubject of complaint, 
and that he was very willing to ſubmit this affair 
to the arbitration of the other ſovereign powers 
of Europe. 


By this it is eaſy to perceive, that the Swedes, 
Ruſſians, Pruſſians, and other nations of Europe, 
ſeeing how much the prince and people are enriched 


by a maritime commerce, will not be long before 


they form a defenſive league for carrying on a 
trade of their own to the Indies, without being 
obliged to buy the commodities of thoſe coun- 
tries from the Engliſh and Dutch, who are now 
almoſt the only importers, 


Hence 


* 
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Hence likewiſe it may as certainly be foreſeen 
that the trade of the Engliſh and Dutch, which has 
of late been ſo prodigiouſly augmented by the ex- 
ceſſive indolence of other nations, and the pro- 
found ignoranee of their miniſtry, is now arrived 
at its greateſt height, and muſt conſequently be- 
gin to fall off more and more every year, when- 
ever thoſe other nations ſhall rouſe from their le- 
thargy, and unite in a commerce fo advantageous 
to their intereſts. 


The king of Portugal has quarreled with the 
court of Rome, on account of the pope's having 
refuſed a cardinal's hat to Signor Bichi, his nuncio 
at Liſbon, and has iſſued a proclamation, com- 
manding all the Portugueſe to leave the pope's 
dominions, under pain of diſobedience and his 
holineſs, on his fide, has forbid any of the Por- 
tugueſe clergy to leave Rome under pain of ex- 
communication. No man can ſerve two maſters. 


All ſenſible politicians were aſtoniſhed that the 
king of Portugal ſhould ſollicit the Purple for 
the natives of his kingdom; it is in a manner in - 
viting ſuch of his ſubjects as have the molt in- 
tereſt at the court of Rome to fide with that ſee 
in its conſtant attacks upon the privileges 
and authority of. catholic princes, 

Vor. UL. Q The 
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The king of Portugal perceiving that the 
tribunal of the inquiſition abuſed its power, 
and by its manifold oppreſſions, forced numbers 


of his ſubjects to leave the kingdom, and take re- 


fuge in in other countries, where they could live 
with more ſatety to their lives and fortunes, car- 
rying with them thither their effects and induſtry ; 


reſolved to put a ſtop, if poſſible, to the cauſe 


of a deſertion fo prejudicial” to his kingdom; 
and, accordingly, he iſſued an ordinance, com- 
manding the procurator-general of the inquiſition 
to give every perſon accuſed hefore that tribunal, 
a copy of the articles of his charge, together with the 
names of the' witneſſes that appeared againſt him, 
and to allow the accuſed perſon a lawyer of his 
own chuſing to conſult with; moreover, he pro- 
hibited the executing of any ſentence of the in- 
quiſition till it had been confirmed by the coun- 
ci] of ſtate: This wiſe and juſt regulation had 
been a long time wanting; and it is thought to 
have come from the new academy lately eſta- 


bliſhed at Liſbon; which will, by degrees, ba- 


niſn Ignorance, and root out every crime that is 
— of pq rae the child of 1g- 


norance. 50 
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The plague has made leſs ravage at Conſtantino- 
ple, ſince the Turks, after the example of the 
chriſtian ſtates, have confined the ſick to their 
houſes, with a guard upon them, to prevent their 
holding commerce or communication with any 
one; taking care to ſupply them. with proper 
proviſions for their ſuſtenance, 


Printing-houſes have of late been erected in 
Conſtantinople, and ſeveral copies printed of the 
Alcoran, and other books of the Mahometan reli- 
gion; this will be one means of diſſipating the ex- 
treme ignorance ot that people; and, conſequent- 
ly, of eradicating the evils of bigotry. 


There was a dreadful fire at Copenhagen 
this year, which deſtroyed above one half of the 
city. 


\ Theſe great fires are prevented in Paris, partly 
from the number of firemen, maintained at the 


charge of the city, who are ready on all occa- 


ſions ; and partly by the terraſs, with which moſt 


of thoſe houſes that are built of waod are covered. 


This terraſs greatly checks the progreſs of the 
fire, and gives time for preventing the conflagra- 
tion, by demoliſhing thoſe houſes that are neareſt 


Q 2 1729. 
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1729. 

The Algerines made a treaty with the king of 
Sweden, by which they promiſed not to moleſt 
any of the veſſels belonging to that crown, in 
conſideration of a yearly tribute, or preſent in 

poder, muſkets, piſtols, braſs and iron cannon, 


cables and maſts, to the value of 50,000 piaſtres, 
ori Crowns. . 


They ordered the Dutch admiral who brought 
them the yearly preſent or tribute from the States- 
General to be told, that they found adeficiency in the 
value of the piaſtres, which made a part of the tri- 
bute, upon which the admiral was obliged to make 
ſome ſubmiſſions, and promiſe to make good the 
deficiency; and it is aſſerted, that the Engliſh and 
inhabitants of Marſeilles pay an annual tribute to 
. theſe pirates, in proportion to the largeneſs of the 
trade they carry on in any of the Turkiſh ports. 


The Spaniards, Portugueſe and Italians pay no 
tribute to theſe pirates, as they carry on no trade 
with the Turks; but' theſe latter make continual 
deſcents upon their ſea coaſts, and carry off great 
numbers of men and cattle, and frequently take 
their little barks, that trade along ſhore, 


There 
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There are neſts of theſe pirates alſo, at 
Tunis and Tripoli on the Barbary ſhore, and I 
do not in the leaſt doubt that the ſame nations 
who pay a tribute to the Algerines, give ſome 
kind of acknowledgement or preſent, to purchaſe 
a peace with them : I am ſenſible that the pay- 
ment of theſe tributes is kept as ſecret as poſſi · 
ble, to cover the infamy of them, but yet the 
tributes are in themſelves not a whit the leſs real 
and burthenſome. | 


It would be a glorious thing in thoſe nations, 


to deliver themſelves from ſo ſhameful a ſubjec- 


tion, by aſſiſting the knights of Maltha, who are 
ſo admirably ſituated, and fo greatly dreaded by 
theſe pirates, with ſuccours, that would not be 
above one half the expence of thoſe reproachful 
tributes. And I make not the leaſt doubt of the 
Spaniards, Portugueze and Italians, joining very 
heartily to contribute their quota to the Maltheſe, 
for ſecuring them againſt the continual appre- 
henſions and inſults they are liable to from theſe 
corſairs; but then this can be done only in conſe- 
quence of a general peace or truce between all 
the ſtates of Chriſtendom, and a relinquiſhing of 
thoſe mutual hatreds and animoſities, that hinder 
Gem from purſuing the common intereſt. 


Qz I 
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I have ſeen an exatt liſt of the Ruſſian forces 
and am ſurprized to find that ſtare actually 
maintaining in time of peace 200,000 foot, and 
$0,000 horſe; with a number of German officers, 
for diſciplining the men; and that the czar can 
| alfo raiſe upwards of 100, ooo Tartars or Coſſacs 
in his dominions; thele troops are rather for plun · 
dering than fighting. But their military liſt is 
very badly managed, and, conſequently, the eſ- 
tabliſnment itſelf very precarious. - 


The duke of Lorraine is lately dead, a prince, 
who had many good qualities, though but of a 
middling capacity: he was wholly governed by 
madam de Craon, who joined with her huſband 
to ſtrip him of all they could, fo that the preſent 
duke will find the greateſt part of his patrimony 
alienated, and a number of debts left for him to pay. 


This year a very wiſe and well concerted or- 
dinance appeared in England; it was an act of 
parſiament to remedy the many incanvenjencies 
ane diſtreſſes, ariſing to the ſubject from a very 
bad law then ſubſiſting, by which the generality 
of debts were recoverable by perſonal ſeizure and 
impriſonment of the debtor ; our legiſlatute has 
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no idea of impriſonment for ſmall ſums, and yet 
we have too many priſoners for debt by one half. 


By this new regulation no debtor can be im- 
priſoned, unleſs he owes five hundred pounds 


ſterling, that is about two hundred marks of ſil- 


ver to one perſon, provided he delivers up all his 
effects to his creditors, bur if he is found guilty 


of embezling any part of them, he is puniſhed 
with death. 


The number of priſoners for debt, releaſed by 


virtue of this act, amounted to 97000 ; now what 
a loſs muſt this have been to the government? 
for, putting the loſs of each perſon thus prevent- 


ed from exerciſing his functions and calling in 
the ſtate, at only a groat a day, one day with ano- 
ther, it will amount to thirty-five millions, or 


F5ooo pounds ſterling Engliſh money a year. 


We are not ignorant of the many attempts 
made by the court of Rome, on the liberties of 
the Gallican church: the moſt remarkable was 
that of pope Gregory VII. All the world knows 
how that pontiff, who firſt appeared under the 
name of Hildebrand, the monk or abbot of Clugni, 


and was the ſon of a poor carpenter only, treated 


the emperor Henry IV. whom he excommuni- 
| Q 4 cated, 
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cated, depoſed, and ſtript of his domin'ons, af- 


ter having releaſed his ſubjects from their oath of 


allegiance: This pope died at Salerno the 25th 
of May 1085, 


As the ſee of Rome openly adopts the perni- 
cious doctrine of this ambitious pontiff; which 
aims at no leſs than the perſuading all chrif- 
tians, that the popes have a right of depoſ- 
ing kings, and releaſing the ſubjecis from the 
fidelity and obedience they owe to their lawful 
prince; it behoves every catholic ſovereign, to re- 
fuſe acknowledging for a ſaint, a pope who was 
the author of a doctrine ſo falſe, ſeditious, and 
deſtructive to the peace and tranquility of every 
chriſtian kingdom and ſtat, 


But pope Benedict XIII. of the family of Orſi- 
ni, has endeavoured to introduce the feſtival and 
office of this Gregory VII. into the Romiſh bre- 
viary, now commonly uſed in France; and jſſued 
2 bull to this purpoſe, which has been vigorouſly 
oppoſed by ſeveral of the biſhaps and the parlia- 
ment, to the no ſmall diſguſt of his holineſs in 
particular, and the court of Rome in general. 


I think it may eaſily be fareſeen that if the 
court of Rome, is determined to ſupport theſe 
: principles 
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principles, it will be obliged to have recourſe to 
frequent threats of excommunication, which will 
ſoon grow into ſuch contempt with the French, 
from the manifeſt injuſtice of them, and, from 
their being accuſtomed to hear them fulminated 
forth on every occaſion, that a total ſchiſm may 
happen in that kingdom without any one being 
any more alarmed at it, than they were at; Venice 
when pope Paul V. fo madly threw out his ex- 
communicatigs againſt that ſtate, and every 
one continued to exerciſe their employs and func- 


tions, as if nothing had happened. 


The 27th of July a moſt dreadful fire broke 
out at Conftantinople, which in the ſpace of cigh- 
teen hours reduced a third of that great city to 
aſhes. It deftroyed 150 moſques, ſeven Greek 
and five Latin churches, and ten ſynagogues; and 
more than 8 oo perſons periſhed by this accident, 
as it providentially happened in the day time. 
The loſs was computed at a million of marks of 
ſilver, or fifry millions of livres of our preſent 
money. The government wiſely impoſed a tax 
for the maintenance of the wretched ſufferers, 


The harbour of Rochelle is become ſo choak- 
ed up with mud, that jt is thought it will not 


colt leſs than 500,000 livres to clean it. The 


@uncil 
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council have determined to raiſe this ſum wholly 
upon the taxes, which is a great injuſtice: one 

half ſhould be raiſed on the capitations and town 
cuſtoms, that every one might bear an 1 
weight in the buchen. 


This year a Aube was born to us on the 
4th day of September, to the no ſmall joy of the 
whole nation, who look on this happy event as an 


additional ſecurity to the public tranquility. 


The 9th of November the plenipotentiaries of 
France, Spain, and England, ſigned a treaty of 
peace and alliance at Seville, to which the ſtates 
of Holland acceded. The allies ſtand guarran- 
tees to each othet for the entire and peaceable | 
poſſeſſion of their reſpective dominions, and the 
execution of their treaties: and even agree to 
aſſiſt each other with 12,000 men, and to de- 
clare war againſt whoſoever ſhall attack r of 


the powers in alliance. ] 

| | 

> But there were four principal articles wanting ; 

to render this alliance laſting and perfectly pa- ; 
cific. | | 

I. The allies ſhould have engaged Jointly to 0 


uſe their utmoſt endeavours to bring the reſt of 
the 
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the powers of Europe to accede to this treaty, ſo 
far as regards the general preſervation of their 
kingdoms and families, and the execution of the 
treaties at preſent fubſiſting. | 


IT. They ſhould have agreed, that in caſe of 
differences ariſing between any two powers, which 
could not be determined by the commiſſioners of 
arbitration, neither power ſhould have recourſe 
to arms, or deciſion by force; but be determined 
for the preſent by the majority of votes of the reſt 
of the allies, and, by three fourths of the votes in 
final determination. 


III. A place ſhould have been appointed for 
holding a perpetual congreſs, or diet of Europe, 
for accommodating or determining the preſent 
differences betwixt the reſpective members. 


IV. It ſhould have been agreed, that whatever 
power ſhould refuſe to abide by the ſentence of 
the allies, ſuch power ſhould be looked upon 
as the diſturber of the public peace, and the com- 
mon enemy of the European ſociety, and procced- 
ed againſt as ſuch. 


One hundred and ſixty merchant ſhips failed 


out of the ſeveral ports of England during the 
tft 
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laſt fifteen days in December, which, with what 


failed the firſt part of the month, and thoſe that 
failed in the other months of the year, demon- 
ſtrate how prodigious a trade the Engliſh carry 
on in compariſon to us, though our kingdom is 
much better ſituated for a trade on both ſeas 
than England, and has at leaſt a third more in- 
habitants. 


This year 1729 there were chriſtened at Lon- 
don, 8736 males, and 8324 females; in all 
17060 ſouls. So that there is commonly born 
about a twenty-ſecond part more males than fe- 
males, that is one and twenty females to two and 
twenty males. 


In 1728, the chriſtenings at Paris, amounted 
to 18,190, this ſhews that there are a greater 
number of inhabitants in Paris than in London, 
which however, I can hardly believe, on account 
of ſome computations in 1729, which evidenced 
the contrary. The chriſtenings of Paris exceed- 
ing by 526 thoſe of the laſt. 


But what is moſt ſurprizing is, the prodigious 
number of burials at London, which amounted 
this year to 92,722, which is 1900 more than in 
the PS year 1728, At Amſterdam this 

year 
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year, there died 9618 fouls, but the foregoing 
year there died upwards of 1546. . 


The chriſtenings at Vienna this year amount- 
ed to 5573 males and females ; their burials to 
8892, viz. 1816 women, 1855 girls, 2575 men, 
and 2042 boys, ſo that there are more males than 
females born in that city. 


1730. 


The 15th of February the king entered into 
h's twentieth year; he repoſes an entire confi- 
dence in his preceptor Cardinal de Fleury, 
who is a perſon of great underſtanding, and 
entirely free from any views of private or fa- 
mily intereſt; it is true he knew but little of 
buſineſs when he came to the helm of affairs, but 
his good underſtanding, made him an excellent 
judge of the management of the other miniſters» 
whom he always takes careto keep infull employ. 


| Being made acquainted with the bad behaviour 

of Monſieur Pelletier Desforts, miniſters of the fin. 

ances, with regard to the affairs of the India com- 

pany's actions, that werein the public treaſury; he 

removed him from the miniſtry: and he was juſt- 

ly ſerved for ſuffering himſelf to be outwitted by 
o 
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5 K ſerof raſcas, at the olicitacien of his wife and 
7 brother-in-law. - | 


Our Cardinal miniſter has adopted a maxim in 
kis conduct towards our neighbours, that is, in 
my opinion, very. prudent and falutary for this 
nation; this is-to preſerve peace in Europe, in ſpite 
. of the heat, reſentment and' ambitious views of 
.the preſent reigning queen of Spain, Elizabeth 
of Parma, who is for ſtirring up a war between 
all the powers of Europe to ſupport the intereſt 
other ſon Don Carlos. How long this happy 
_—_— will laſt 1 cannot 4. 


By the laſt neven Gas Conftancinaple, we hear 
that the Grand Signior Achmet III. has been de- 
ü poſed, and ſhut-up in his palace with twenty wo- 
men of his chuſing; that the Viſir, the Captain 
Bacha and the other principal officers of ſtate have 

been ſtrangled, and the nephew of the Grand 
Signior placed on the throne. 


The tumult was begun in 2 following man- 
ner. A common Janiſſary going into the marke 
place at Conſtantinople with a white cloth faſten- 
ed to the end of a pike, gathers a mob about him, 
and exclaims with a loud voice, that the people 
are abuſed by the miniſtry, who have engaged 


* 


them 
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them in a war with their brethren the Perſians, 
when they ſhould rather-unite to deſtroy the race 
of chriſtian dogs : The firſt day, which was the 
28th of September, this incendiary gathered toge- 
ther about 600 of the citizens and Janiſſaries, 
who all joined in crying out peace with our bre- 
thren : The next day he had near two thouſand, 
the day after that the number of inſurgents in- 
creaſed to twenty thouſand; who went in a body 
to the ſeraglio, depoſed th. Grand Signior, and 
ſnut him up in a tower; after which, they 
brought his nephew out of the ſeraglio, and 
placed him on the throne. 


Achmet, who was at the beginning of the in- 
ſurrection, on the Aſiatic ſide oppoſite to Con- 
ſtantinople, had the imprudence to croſs over to 
the ſeraglio, inſtead of keeping within his camp, 
on the other ſide; and the grand- viſir had not the 
preſence, of mind to tranſport a body of troops 
under favour of the night into Conſtantinople, 
with which he might eaſily have diſperſed the 
rioters the next day; this omiſſion coſt him his 
lite. 


The firſt ſparks of fedition cannot be too ſud- 
denly extinguiſhed, for the rioters being ſenſible 
that there is no way left to ſave themſelves but 
8 by 
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by open rebellion, and a general ſubverſion of 
of the ſtate, never reſt a momeht till they have 
drawn in fo great a number of accomplices, that 
they ſecure themſelves from puniſhment, by 
making their crime that of the whole nation. 


We have not as yet any juſt idea of the nature 


of the Turkiſh government at Conſtantinople, 


The duke of Orleans has juſt reſigned his poſt 
of colonel-general of the infantry to his majeſty; 
this poſt was with great juſtice ſuppreſſed at the 


_ deathof the duke d'Epernon in 1639. It has ſince 


that been revived in favour of the duke of Or- 
leans, during the | king's. minority; but, as 
his majeſty had taken the principal functions 
of it into his own hands, by diſpoſing of the 
captain's places; and that as the poſt was of no 
conſequence - but by the diſpoſal of thoſe places, 
the duke did very witely, in throwing up a title, 
that was become quite empty to him, who was 


ſo near a prince of the blood; and this gives oc- 


caſion to think that the king will one day buy 
off the poſts of colonel · general, captain-general, 
and commiſſary-general of the horſe and dra- 


. goons, as being uſeleſs titles; more cſpecially 
fince the ſettling of directors and inſpectors in 
the army; but in tact, theſe poſts ought never to 


be 
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be venal. Every employ in a ſtate, however in- 
conſiderable, ſhould be difpoſed of by the me- 
thod of ſcrutiny, to the perſon adjudged moſt 
deſerving, by the ſuffrages of thirty of equal 
— t not to the bigheſt bidder, 


1731. 


The India company have made over to the 
king their right of ſettlement in the colony of 
Louiſiana on the great river Miſſippi. Accord- 
ingly, the direction of that colony is transferred 
from the office of exchequer to that of the 
marine; and, as the maintaining this colony was 
more burthenſome, than profitable to the com- 
pany, it did very wiſely in giving up the direc- 
tion of it to the king; as it may be the means of 


"rendering it one day of great advantage to the 


kingdom, provided a proper ſum is laid out up- 
on it for a conſiderable number of years, before 
they attempt to draw any profits from it, in 
proportion to ſuch advances, 


I am of opinion that moſt of our advantageous 
colonies, thoſe eſpecially that lie neareſt to the 
equinoctial line, might, with very little trouble 


be made to produce thoſe commodities, that, at 


preſent, are to be found only in very hot climates, 
ſuch as Cayenne, Martinico, and our other iſlands 
in the W. eſt. Indies; and furniſh us as they do 
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with cocao, coffee, ſugars, &c. and likewile ſerve 
to train up a number of uſeful ſeamen. 


l am not unſenſible that theſe colonies might 
be taken from us by foreigners, and I am ready 
likewiſe to allow, that they weaken a kingdom, 
by drawing off a part of its inhabitants and 
forces, in which caſe it is leſs in a condition to 
reſiſt the powerful attacks of a victorious neigh- 
bour ; but all theſe objections againſt the main- 
taining of colonies will ceaſe, when once the Eu- 
ropean tribunal or diet of Europe, ſhall come to 
 beeftabliſhed, becaufe then we ſhall no longer 

have to fear attacks from without, or diſſentions 
at home either for our kingdom, or our calonies. 


It was with great pleaſure that I perceived the 
court had begun to execute the noble project of 
making the French law uniform through all the 
provir ces of the kingdom, and the more fo, as 1 
had publiſhed a memorial on this ſubje& at Paris 
in the year 1713. There has ſince appeared a 
very ample ordinance in relation to deeds and 
grants. This is about the four and twentieth 
part of the whole work. 


Buy the time that this ordinance has taken in 


the 


framing, we may judge that the firſt ſketch of 
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the French law will be finiſhed in about fifty 
years. I call it a ſketch becauſe it will be improv- 
ing every twenty years, by the different trials and 
obſervations of the judges and civilians, who will 
depoſite their memorials. in the office of legiſla- 
tion, continually kept on foot for the farther im- 
provement of every edict that is iſſued on diffe- 
rent ſubjects. 


The government might eaſily ſhorten the time 
taken up in preparing this body of laws ; by aug- 
menting the penſions to at leaſt one third, this 
would procure able operators, and make it worth 
their while to give up all other buſineſs. 


There is greatly wanted a plan of this ordi- 


- nance, containing the motives that directed the 


legiſlature in each article. Such a work, with theſe 
motives annexed to it, would be of ſingular uſe 
to the judges, ol 


I. In giving them a clearer inſight into the 
true ſpirit of a law, and the intention of the le- 
giſlature in that particular caſe, or one nearly re- 
embling it, as yet undecided by law. 


R 2 II. Theſe 
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II. Theſe motives would aſſiſt the judges in 
making themſelves ſure of the merit of their own 
diſcoveries, if they happen to fall upon a nearer 
way of anſwering the end of a good law (which is 
the good of the public) by propoſing ſome new 
articles to the office of legiſlature or certain amend- 
ments in any particular article of the law; but 
for want of being thus aſſured, people of abilities, 
who are diffident, will never venture to ſet about 
making improvements in an eſtabliſhed law, tho? 
a work of human invention, and, as ſuch, always 
ſubject to amendments. 


III. Theſe motives, once known, would often 
put a check to the impetuoſity of certain preſump- 
tuous and daring ſpirits, who are always for mak- 
ing alterations on the leaſt proſpect of improve- 
ment, and without waiting till it is demonſtrated 
whether ſuch an alteration would be attended 
with greater advantages or inconveniences. 


A talent for legiſlature requires not only a ve- 
ry extenſive and juſt underſtanding, but likewiſe 
a thorough knowledze of morality, and whatſo- 
ever can contribute to the greater advantage of 
a number of families. It requires alſo to be well 
verſed in all the different circumſtances-that moſt 


commonly occaſion law ſuits. 
And 
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And hence I am apt to believe that it will be 
a difficult matter to form a proper office of legil- 
lature, unleſs by a ſcrutiny of thirty of equal rank, 
for chuſing commiſſaries for executing the 
law, or civilians for conſultation. I even doubt 
whether the preſent goverment gives ſufficient 
penſions to the members to indemnify them for 
their private practice, which they muſt wholly 
lay aſide, if they would attend properly to a work 
of this public nature. 


But this work might be forwarded fo as to be 


brought to a concluſion in ten years time, by 


employing ſix people on it, from forty-five to fif- 
ty years old each, with a like number of aſſiſtants 
from thirty-five to forty years of age, with pro- 
per appointments, to be choſen alſo by ſcrutiny; 
for, I think that this office of legiſlature, which 
ſhould be perpetual, may be regarded as a 
new trade, in which the young workmen ſhould 
be early trained up by the leſſons of the old ones, 


and, by aſſiſting every day at the conferences 
held in the office, 


The chancellor frequently preſides at theſe 
conferences, and cannot too much animate and 
encourage the operators by his commendations, 
not ſo much to induce them to make a greater 
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diſpatch as to be more exact and careful in their 
operations. 


It would be proper, that after the operator has 
finiſhed his work, accompanied with his motives 
and reaſons, a copy of it ſhould be ſent to the cor- 
reſponding office in every parliament, in order to 
have their ohſervations on it. But then theſe of- 
fices ſhould have been formed by ſcrutiny, three 
or four years before; otherwiſe the office of legiſ- 
| lature could not hope for any good obſervations, 
properly demonſtrated. It would be neceſſary if 
poſlible, that the private offices of legiſlature in 
the ſeveral provinces, ſhould be as much at the 
bottom of things, as the general office ; this 
would render their correſpondence much more 


uſeful, as the members who had a vote in the 


deliberations, would be able to make their ob- 
ſervations with a degree of certainty, from their 
thorough knowledge of the caſe. 


There is an old quarrel ſubſiſting between our 
parliaments and the-ſee of Rome, the former de- 
fending the liberties of the Gallican church againſt 
the incroachments of the latter, which has always 
endeavoured to ſet up the papal authority above 

the royal prerogative. The parliaments would 
enjoy their authority undiſturbed, had not ſome 
1 | of 
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pf the biſhops countenanced theſe extravagant 
pretenſions of the court of Rome againſt their 
own country : But there would be no ſuch bad 
biſhops in the French church, was it not for 
the hopes of being made cardinals, and we muſt 
not expect to ſee an end to theſe diſputes, ſo long 
as our prelates are indulged in thoſe hopes. 
Private intereſt will always prevail over the duty 
we owe our country, in mean ſouls, which pre- 
fer outward ſhew and popular applauſe to the 
good will and eſteem of the virtuous and the wiſe, 


We have an excellent ma ziſtrate at the head 
of the police. Ir is certain, that he found the ci- 
vil government, carried to a great point of per- 
fection by the late Mr. d' Argenſon; but it re- 
quired no ſmall care to maintain it in that condi- 
tion, and even to improve it ſtill farther, which 
he has actually done in many reſpects. But then 
on the other hand, I much queſtion, whether Mr, 
d' Argenſon would have permitted the prohibited 
games to have been carried on fo long with impu- 
nity at the Hotel de Soifldns, and Hotel de 
Geſvres; there ſtewards and ſefvants throw away 
their maſter's money, and then are obliged to fly 
1 greater crimes to repair their ill fortune: there 
heirs of families carry the caſh they ſteal from 
their fathers : and fathers themſelves play away 
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the fortunes of their children. Every honeſt man 
holds theſe gam:s in the utmoſt horror; as the 
ſources of an inconceivable multitude of evils to his 

country; and that wiſe magiſtrate would haye 
made ſuch frequent and effectual repreſentations 
to the miniſtry on this head, that he would, doubt- 


leſs have procured the abolition of them. The 


reputation of the civil magiſtrate as well as the 


prime miniſter cannot but ſuffer, if through an 


ill adviſed and too great ſtretch of complaiſance 


they tolerate amuſements ſo pernicious to ſo- 


ciety. 


1732. 


Some time ago the Portugueſe diſcovered ſome 

ſmall diamonds among the ſands of the rivers in 
Brazil, probably, as they were ſearching after 
gold duſt. Theſe ſtones are for the moſt part 
very ſmall, the largeſt not weighing more than nine 
and thirty carats, or four times nine and thirty 
grains, our carat being four grains, but I am in- 
formed that they have lately found ſome. much 
larg-r. 


The #hole quantity they have brought ovge 
amounts to about 130, ooo Carats, which valued 


one with another at fifteen cruzades or abgut fit- 
teen 
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teen half ounces of ſilver, or three livres of our 

preſent money, will come to about 750,000 

crowns, or 2250,000 livres, at about fifty franks 
to the mark of ſilver. 


This is a plain indication that there are dia- 
mond mines in ſome of the mountains of Brazil, 
as there are in thoſe in the Mogul's dominions, 
and if once theſe come to be diſcovered, the price 
of diamonds will ſoon fall, and Iam informed they 
are actually fallen already above one third of 
their former value. 


Coloured ſtones, rubies, and carbuncles eſpe- 
cially, are of great detriment to the diamond 
trade, and indeed, when theſe are of a fine ſhin- 
ing red, they are much more pleaſing to the eye, 
than a diamond. It is the great ſcarcety of dia- 
monds that make thera ſo very valuable, and their 
dearneſs make ſome people imagine that they are 
really more pleaſing to the ſiglit than coloured 


ſtones. 


And theſe latter, have of late, been greatly 
leſſened in their value by our fine coloured glaſs 
beads, which have a much more pleaſing effect 
on the eye by their colours and the beauty of their 


cut; the Indians, who are not guided by preju- 
Atmo dice, 
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dice, think they have impoſed upon us, when 
they give us their jewels for our coloured glaſs 
toys, and their natural pearls for our artificial 
ones ; and, in fact, art far exceeds nature, with 
reſpect to pearls, which has occaſioned the pearl 
fiſhery to fall off greatly of late, ladies now buy- 
ing ſcarce any but the artificial ones. 


Within the laſt two or three years, we have had 
moſt ſurprizing inſtances of the exceſſive igno- 
rance and credulity of the common people, and 
the great force of imagination in women and 
young girls. 


It was on occaſion of an honeſt eccleſiatick, cal- 
led the abbe Paris, brother to a counſellor of the 
parliament, and himſelf no more than a ſimple 
deacon. This man, with no great ſhare of under- 
ſtanding, and a very middling capacity, uſed to 
make long prayers at church, and in his own houſe, 
he eat but little, contenting himſelf with the bare 
neceſſaries of life, ar.d gave away the reſt of his 
patrimony, which amounted to about 800 crowns 
a year in charity to the poor, The ſtrong incli- 
nation he had to retirement and auſterity, made 
him very fond of thoſe peoplg we call Janſeniſts, 
who very prudently preach up more auſterity and 
ſe;t- denial to others, than they chuſe to practiſe 
themſelves. 
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themſelves. But he had a moſt devout hatred to 


the Jeſuits, from being told that they preached 


a leſs ſevere doctrine than his friends the Jan- 
ſeniſts, 


He was in ſearch of abſolute perfection in reli- 
gion, though wholly ignorant of what it meant, 
not having ſo much as an idea of it, but being of 
a melancholy diſpoſition, he ſought for it after 
the manner of melancholy people,, that is, in re- 
tirement and auſterity ; with all this he had the 
uſual fault of moſt over rigid perſons, which is, 
to deſpiſe and hate all who are not of their own 
diſpoſition, and he never thought of amending 
theſe vices; on the contrary, he looked on them 
as virtues. | 


By the number of different journeys he made, 
and the frequent ſhifting of his place of a- 
bode, it ſeems that he was ſomewhat reſtleſs 
in his mind ; perhaps a long continuance in 
any place wearied him, as it does other people; 
and then the hopes of making greater advances 
towards perfection in another place, put him ùp- 
on changing that zn which he was. 


He had quitted Paris ſeveral times, and as often 


returned back again, at length he fixed his abode 
in 


242 PoLITIiCAL ANNALS. 


in the ſuburbs of St. Marcel, he found it cheaper 
lodging there than at Paris; there were more 
poor to diſtribute his charities to, the place was 
more retired, and, to crown all, he had a Jan- 
ſeniſt curate for his near neighbour. He died 
aged not above thirty-five. Melancholy people 
are apt to run into an exceſs of auſterity, from 
thinking their own opinion mucli better than 
that of the reſt of the world. They will ſeldom 
aſk or take advice from any one, who does not 
appear as rigid and ſtrict as themſelves. 


Thoſe who live more retired than others are leſs 
liable to be contradicted in their notions; and, on 
that account, adhere to them with greater obſti- 
nacy. They think they perceive clearly, what 
they only believe with a ſtrong degree of certain- 
ty, and this certainty ariſes wholly from the fre- 
quent repetition of the ſame opinions and judg- 
ments, which they dare not venture to doubt, nor 
put to the teſt of a freſh diſcuſſion. 


When the mind is ſo weak that it cannot per- 
ceive auſterity to be no longer a virtue, than 
while it is rational in itſelf, and uſeful to our 
neighbour; it ſoon run into exceſs, and the 
unhappy wretch. des the victim of his own 
folly. Thus this poor man's death, which was 

oc- 
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occaſioned by his own miſtaken notions, deprived 
the poor of his pariſh of a generous almoner, who 
would have fuccoured them in their neceſſities ; 
and the greateſt auſterities he could have practiſ- 
ed, would never have been of that real value, as 
the alms he would have diſtributed, had he liyed 
longer. However, the good curate of Saint 
Medard made no difficulty of declaring he was a 
ſaint. | 


His brother cauſed a tomb-ſtone to be erected 
over him, in the little church- yard where he had 
deſired to be interred z it was not long before the 
ignorant people, who never looked for any mira- 
cles from him during his lifetime, now expected 
to be healed of their diſorders by him after his 
death, by performing nine days devotions and 
prayers at his tomb; and, as it is very common 
for many diſorders to be healed by the mere force 
of nature, eſpecially when aſũſted by a ſtrong and 
lively imagination; the poor people took theſe 
cures for the effects of a miracle. 


Though it is certain that there were a number 
of ſham cures made uſe of to impoſe on the cre- 
dulity of the people, yet I do not queſtion that 
there might have been ſome real ones performed 
on women, and, eſpecially on young girls, 

who 
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who are more ignorant, and conſequently more 


credulous, place a greater confidence in theſe 


ſtories, and have their imaginations much more 
impreſſed with them than the men. 


But theſe extraordinary (though ſtill natural) 
cures would have happened to the ſame perſons 
though the body of the Saint had been any where 
elſe than in the tomb. It is with reaſon ſaid, that 
a lively faith and a firm confidence is required in 
theſe cures, but it would be much more intelligi- 
ble to ſay that they require a lively and ſtrong 
imagination like that which is impreſſed on mo- 
thers, when they mark their children in the womb, 
It requires alſo a ſound underſtanding when we 
would judge of the miracles of the Abbe Paris, 


To ſay with the Molinifts, that there never 
were any wonderful (though natural) cures per- 
formed by thoſe devotions paid at his tomb, is 


raſhneſs. 


Toſay with the Janſeniſts, that they were per- 
formed by a ſupernatural force beyond the power 
of the ſtrongeſt and moſt lively imagination, is 


ſnp@ſtitwon. 


To 
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Jo ſpeak the truth, I never heard the miracles 


of the Abbe Paris, ſpoken of for any cures, but 


thoſe upon the human body; they being of no 
effect on any other body in nature; the reaſon is, 
becauſe the force of imagination cannot exert it- 
ſelf on theſe. 


There were no cures, either true or falſe, per- 
formed ar any diſtance from the tomb itſelf; but 
the fooliſh people imagining that the virtue that 
came from the tomb, would have a greater effect, 
if they placed the ſick on the great ſtone that co- 
vers the top of it; they were accordingly placed 
there, and ſome of them had convulſions in the 
legs, or other parts of the body, from the cramp, 
occaſioned either by the cold, or their own fears; 
others pretended to have theſe convulſions, and 
the blind multitude took theſe for the effects of 
ſomething ſupernatural. 

But as the crouds of people that flocked to 
this tomb, men, women and young girls, were 
wont, in their religious fits, to throw their bodies 
into ſeveral indecent poſtures, while their convul- 
ſions were upon them; the council being inform- 
ed, that ſuch proceedings gave great offence to 
all honeſt and decent perſons, very prudently 


gave orders for ſhutting up the church- yard. 
The 
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The ſudden cure of the wife of a turner, of 
the ſuburbs of St. Anthony, who had been at 
the point of death, from-a continual diſcharge of 
blood, was no more than a natural effect of the 
ſtrength of her imagination. The Moliniſts, 
who deny any ſuch cure, leaſt it ſhould be thought 
a miracle was performed in a pariſh belonging to 
a Janſeniſt curate, are to blame. The fact is un- 
deniable. The cure was a yery extraordinary, one, 
and the effect of an extraordinary force of imagi- 
nation; but, it was not for that reaſon miraculous; 

nay, it is not even ſo extraordinary as the marks 
of a mother's longing upon her child, which, 

are doubtleſs wonderful, but entirely natural, and 
in no. wile, the effect of a-miracle; and if phyſi- 


Cians could find out the mechanical cauſe of theſe 


wonderful caſes, they would then ceaſe to be 
wonderful to them, but would ſtill be looked 
upon as wonderful by the ignorant people. 


A few years ago we had a ſuperſtition of ano- 
ther kind; but, the whole was a trick of legerde- 
main, to work a miracle by impoſing upon the 
eyes, and cars. It was in the cauſe of Mademoi- 
ſelle de Teſtard, who pretended to be poſſeſſed. 
She-was a handſome young girl, and played up- 
on the harplichord and ſung to admiration. M. 

Burande, 
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Burande, who married her afterwards, did not 
imagine he ſhould have to live with a perſon poſ- 
ſeſſed with a demon. She played her game fo 
well at night time, that ſhe deceived num- 
bers of people of ſenſe and underſtanding 
who came to ſee her; and actually thought her 
poſſeſſed with a dæmon that tormented her: but 


now the whole affair ſerves only for matter of 


laughter with thoſe who are acquainted with her. 


We have greatly got the hetter of our igno- 


rance and credulity, within theſe hundred years; 


and, in two centuries hence, they will be aſtoniſh- 
ed that it was poſſible there ſhould have been 
ſuch a number of people of underſtanding in 
Paris, who could ſuffer their credulity to take 
ſuch poſſeſſion of them ia this affair, 


It is certain, that the doctrine of the eaſtern 
philoſophers, concerning the nature, inclinations, 
and amuſements of the Genii, or inviſible powers, 


mult have been nicely calculated for the ſphere 


of our imaginations ; ſince even at this preſent 
time, there is nothing more readily believed, 
even by people of underſtanding, and thoſe who 
reaſon cleatly upon things, than the ſtories of ap- 
paritions, and ſpirits; ſo weak is our reaſon in 

Vol. II. 8 this 
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this point, when oppoſed againſt our imagina- 
tion, 


But this may be ſaid with reſpect to theſe kind 
of ſtories, that if all is not true in them, neither 
is all falſe, but it is very difficult to ſeparate 
pure ſimple truth, from the mixture of falſe- 
hood and „ which makes up the 
wonderful, 


The difficulty of accounting phyſically for 
theſe ſtories, ariſes from their being related by 
perſons who have ſeen ill, but thought they ſaw 
well. Now if thoſe who were preſent ſaw things 
wrong, is there not great reaſon to think, that thoſe 
who relate after theſe viſionaries, will be liable to 
a ſtill greater number of miſtakes, by relating cir- 
cumſtances in a different manner to what really 
happened! ? but theſe ſtories are pleaſing to the 
imagination, that above * things delights in the 
WI 


The emperor, Charles VI. has lately conferred 
on his nephew the duke of Lorraine, the regality 
of Hungary, in order to make him better ac- 
quainted with the management of affairs in that 
kingdom, and to accuſtom the people betimes to 
| obey him, and attach themſelves to his ſervice; 
the 
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the Emperor's deſign being to give him his 
eldeſt daughter the archducheſs in marriage; 
which is a very prudent ſcheme. 


But he does not ſhew quite ſo much wiſdom in 
ſuppoſing, that the treaties he is at this time mak- 
ing with the Engliſh, Dutch, Ruſſians, Pruſſians, 
and a number of other nations, will continue in 
force for twenty years to come; as if in all that 
time there was to be no war, no ſubject of con- 
tention between theſe powers; no accidents to 
happen to work a change in their real or appa- 
rent intereſts, or furniſh them with pretences for 
breaking their engagements: in a word, as if 
there was a certain and determinate puniſhment 
for the firſt of them that aimed at an infraction 
of the treaty, during theſe twenty years, 


In my opinion, this Pragmatic Sanction, 
which 1s the chimerical project of count Zinzen- 
dorff, to ſecure the full and peaceable poſſeſſion 
of all his dominions, to the preſent emperor and 
his ſucceſſor, will bring about the quite contrary 
effects, and if the emperor chances to die with- 
out male iſſue, it will, in all likelihood occaſion 
a war between the parties concerned, which will 
be the more obſtinate, as they will be nearly equal 
in point of power and alliance. 


S 2 But 
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But every attempt to ſecure the peace of Fu- 
rope will be vain, and the beſt ſcheme for that pur- 
poſe prove abortive, *till the eſtabliſhment of the 
general diet, or tribunal of Europe, for terminat- 
ing amicably the differences between its ſove- 
reigns, in like manner, as has been done by the 
Germanic diet amongſt the princes of the em- 
pire, for theſe ſix hundred years paſt. 


The emperor has given ſentence againſt the 

duke of Mecklenbourg, accuſed of oppreſſing the 
nobility of his province. The duke may be in 
fault; and it is moſt likely that he is: for, an in- 
ferior ſeldom dares venture to complain againſt 
his ſuperior, but upon very good A : 
and, on the other hand, the emperor may have 
treſpaſſed hi point of form, if, as it is pretended, 
it lies neither with the emperor nor the Aulic 


council, but wholly with the diet of the empire 


to judge of the remonſtrances or complaints of 
ſubjects againſt their ſovercigns. 


The duke of Mecklenbourg i is not without his 
J connections, and the Princes and ſtates of the em- 
pire ſeem all of them to intereſt themſelves great- 
y in this diſpute concerning the right of juriſ- 
_ diction, between the « emperor and the diet. It 


appears as if it was really veſted in the latter. 
We 


2. 
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We have lately received the news of the death 
of Victor Amadeus II. king of Sardinia, and duke 
of Savoy; who imprudently abdicated his crown 
ſome time before his death, in favour of his ſon, 
and afterwards, ſtill more imprudently, attempt- 
ed to replace himſelf on the throne, in oppoſition 
to the king his fon, and his miniſters, 


It is faid, that Charles V. repented in like man- 
ner, of having reſigned the crown of Spain to his 
fon Philip II. but he was not imprudent enough 
to attempt wreſting it from him again. 


Reſolutions of this nature are too frequently 
taken during a fit of melanchaly, when thoſe who 
are attacked with it, ſee every thing in a black and 
diſagreeable light, and ſociety becomes hateful; 
but then, this diſorder has often its intervals, in 
which the ſoul is leſs depreſſed with imaginary 
horrors, and more reconciled to company; then 
theſe people would gladly reſume the command; 
taſte once more the ſweets of power, and regulate 
every thing according to their own wills. 


Therefore, I think this conſideration ſhould 
determine thoſe who are ſubject to fits of melan- 


choly, to avoid making any reſolution for above 
à weck at moſt, for fear of experiencing ſuch 
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a mortifying change of ſentiments. This diſor- 
der is only to be cured by forcibly calling off the 
mind from. the reverie-in which it is buried; but, 
as this cannot be done but by a ſuperior power, 
woe to that king who is an hypocondriac ! His 
phyſicians ſhould be phyſicians of the ſoul as well 
as, the body, to be able to heal him of a diſtem- 
per, which, in its very beginning, is a ſpecies of 
madneſs, . 


I remember to have heard old Segrais remark 
one day, that moſt young people of both ſexes, 
had one time in their lives (generally about ſe- 
venteen or eighteen years of age) an inclination 
to retire from the world; and embrace a monaſ- 
tic life: he maintained this to be a ſpecies of me- 
lancholy; and humourouſly called it the ſmall-pox 
of the mind; beeauſe ſcarce one in a thouſand e- 
ſcaped the attack. I myſelf have had this diſtem- 
per, but am not much marked w:th it. 


But theſe fits of melancholy make their attacks 
at different times of life, as the ſmall-pox ſome- 
times ſeizes thoſe in an advanced age, who eſcap- 
ed it in their infancy. 


Unhappily for the poor king of Sardinia, when 


he turned hypocondriac and fanatic, his diſorder 
was 
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was not ſufficiently confirmed, he had ſome un- 
lucky intervals of reaſon, in which he repent- 
ed of what he had done, and after a fruitleſs en- 
deavour to retrieve his error, he had the mortifi- 
cation of having to repent a ſecond time of the 


ridiculous conſequences of his firſt repentance. 


1733. 


Auguſtus, king of Poland, elector of Saxony, 
died the iſt of March, at Warſaw. He had 
quitted the proteſtant religion and turned Roman 
catholic, to get himſelf elected king of Po- 
land, His views were of the common ſtamp; 
he ſought increaſe of power, without conſidering 
that great power 1s deſirable by a great man, 
only as it is the means of procuring more bene- 
fits and advantages to his ſubjects, or his neigh- 
bours. 


But as he was not directed in any of his under- 
takings by that motive, which alone conſtitutes 
the great man, viz. an earneſt deſire of exerting 
himſelf for the public good, we muſt not, there- 
fore, be ſurprized, that he fell ſo ſhort, both of 
the great man, and the great prince. 


S 4 Not 
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Not that he wanted in the leaſt for courage or 
abilities; but he did not employ them for the 
good of his ſubjects: he was unhappily prepoſ- 
ſeſſed in favour of count Fleming, who enjoy- 
ed all his confidence; this miniſter was bold, en- 
terprizing, and fruitful in expedients for carrying 
on his projects, but theſe were frequently ſuch, 
as he ought not to have engaged in, particularly 
the breaking of the peace with Sweden, by be- 
ſieging of Riga. Therefore all his boaſted kill 
and contrivance in this affair, ſerved only to 
throw a greater odium on the reign and character 
of Auguſtus. | 


The chief view of this monarch, was to ſecure 
the crown to his ſon after his deceaſe, but in at- 
tempting this, he took meaſures the very reverſe, 
to what he ought to have done. He followed 
Fleming's advice, who perſuaded him to awe the 
Poles by threats, and force them into a compliance 
with his will. Whereas, kadhe turned his thoughts 
wholly to increaling the happineſs of his people 
by every poſſible means in his power, they would 
of | themſelves have fallen i in with his deſign ; as it 
would have been natural for them to wiſh to be 
governed by the ſon of ſo good, fo —— 
and fo beneticent a prince. 


In 
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In a monarchical government, it is an eaſy mat- 
ter to frame wholeſome laws, and carry them in- 
to immediate execution. There are two things 
only required, to enable a king to do this. Firſt, 
The advice and aſſiſtance of a good council for 
the ſeveral affairs of ſtate, to be compoſed of ſkil- 
ful and honeſt members choſen by ſcrutiny from 
the public offices; in which caſe he will be ſureof 
adopting the beſt meaſures in each different kind 
of buſineſs: Secondly, To be refolute in in- 
forcing the execution of what he has once order- 
ed: Then the ſubject has nothing to do, but obey 
without pretending to examine. 


But in a republican ſtate, like that of Poland, 
where the king has no other council in the moſt 
important affairs, but the general diets, compoſed 
of an infinite number of deputies, almoſt wholly 
ignorant of the maxims of government, he can- 
not pretend to inforce obedience, and muſt only 
try to perſuade. 


Auguſtus then, ought to have begun with 
eſtabliſhing profeſſors, conferences and acade- 
mies for politics; this would have opened the eyes 
of the people, and have ſhewn them the little oc- 
caſion there was in a good government for ſuch 
a prodigious number of counſellors, nuncios, or 

deputies, 
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deputies; and the abſurdity of that law, by which 
a ſingle nuncio, who is of a different opinion, to 
perhaps all the other members, can, by pro- 
nouncing the word VETO with a loud voice, 
break up the diet, which may have already paſſed 
many wholeſome regulations. Indeed, if the law 
declared that one fourth of the nuncios or 
deputies was ſufficient, to oppoſe the paſſing any 
decree, it would be ſomewhat reaſonable; but 
that one only out of a thouſand ſhall have this 
power, is the moſt deſtructive ordinance that 
could have ſubſiſted in a ſtate, 


Or had he governed in a mild and equitable 
manner, and called in the aſſiſtance of ſuch of the 
Poles, as were the beſt ſkilled in the nature and 
rules of government, he might, by degrees, have 
got together a conſiderable number of able poli- 
ticians, and, have brought theſe to aboliſh of 
themſelves, ſo deteſtable a law; but this required 
greater patience and perſeverance, than, in my 
opinion, fell to the ſhare of this prince, bur 
even had he not been able to ſucceed during his 
own life time, he might have left an excellent 
plan for his ſon to have followed, as the Poles in 
this caſe would have ſought no where elſe for a 


ſucceſſor. 


The 
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The king has declared war againſt the em- 
peror, to oblige him to make reparation for the 
injuſtice done by him and his allies to the Poliſh 
nation, and to king Staniſlaius his father-in-law. 
Spain and the king of Sardinia have likewiſe de- 
clared war againſt him, we ſhall ſee in the courſe 
of theſe memoirs, what means were the moſt like- 
ly to ſecure a general and permanent peace in 
Europe. 


17 34- 


l have heard the ſubſidy of the tenth penny 


complained of in theſe terms. Wie paid the tenth 
penny in 1710 at the end of a war, and now they 


oblige us to pay it at the beginning of a war, what 


will they do at the end of it? 


The anſwer I made was, that this is of all other 


ſubſidies, the leaſt burthenſome, as being the 


beſt proportioned to the income of each family. 
It is certain, that it is an heavy tax, but is it not 
better to put a ſpeedy end to a war, by exerting 
the ſtrongeſt efforts at the beginning, and oblig- 


ing theenemy to accept of reaſonable propoſals, 
vhen they ſee our ſuperiority ? 


I have 


* 
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was of a philoſophical diſpoſition, and very much 


attached to a lift of eaſe andrranquility, foreſec- 


ing the many obſtacles that ſtood in the way of 
his reſtoration, would have gladly reſigned his 
pretenſions, if inſtead of throwing away eighty 
millions in fighting a deſperate cauſe for him, we 
had only agreed to make an adalition of 5a or 
60,200 crowns. to his penſion ; we might cafily 
have quieted his daughter and the king her huſ- 
band, by convincing them of the impoſſibility of 
making head againſtthe emperor, Ruſſia, and Sax - 
eny, and thus we might have faves an expence of 
fxcy million, by a moderate penſign . But how 
happened it that «his mes hot thought of by a 
ininiſter, more nemarkable for his acconamy, 
than any that was ever at pad 10 


France ? 

k = 3 eigher dhe duke of Quleans, 
(who Was a prince of a moſt paciic diſpoſitjon) 
or che cardinal, foreſeen the great ex hence, and 


0 thouyh begun with fo much ſuperjority on gur 


ſiche; I could · venture to ſwearifor them, that they 
would have given their votes imtche cauncil, for 
ace; but thoſe who were for war, felt only 


the preſent evils, and had but a very faint proſpect 
of 
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of the tenth part of thoſe which were to follow 
upon taking up arms. 


It is an ill wind that blows no one, good. This 
ſerious affair; put a ſtop to the diſputes between 
the Janſeniſts and the conſtitutioniſts, in which our 
parliament had begun to take part againſt the 
court and the ſee of Rome. This matter drop- 
ed off by little and little, and might be entirely 
ſuppreſſed, if the court would peremptorily re- 
fue to hear any more remonſtrances on either 
- fade; this would reſtore a general tranquility, and 
the whole would be at an end, when it was no 

more talked of at court: it might be ſtill farther 
ſecured, by baniſhing all incendiaries, and diſ- 
tributing two thirds of their temporals among the 
- poor, and by ceaſing to perſecutethoſe who ſub- 
mitted to the filence injoined by the ſupreme au- 
thority; which is never fo gloriouſly employed, 
as in ſecuring the public peace on all occaſions. 


I could wiſh that cardinal de Fleury would de- 
clare in his majeſty's name, that he was ready to 
recall thoſe who were baniſned, upon condition 
that ſome well behaved and peaceable perſons 
would be ſureties for their obſerving a ſtrict ſilence, 

and behaving with patience and forbearance ta- 

wards their opponents. 
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| In England they have a very good method, on ſe 
| Afuth occaſions; and, which, I am informed, is of f. 
5 great ſervice to the public: When a ſeditious or b 
ttrbulent perſon is apprehended, they give b 
| him his liberty, upon finding undeniable ſe- tr 
| curity for his future quiet and ſubmiſſive be- en 
1 haviour; this ſecurity is commonly a ſum of mo- in 
| ney, for which they, or the perſons bound for ot 

them, are acoountable; and which is conſiderable, A 


enough to be a check upon the offender, and to 

| make thoſe who are ſureties for him keep ſuch a 

| guard upon his actions, that he cannot diſturb the 
[ public peace. We oughr to adopt this method 

| vithi improvements. 


| * A. the Emperor has exerted his greateſt 

4 ſtrength on the ſide of Italy, in order to recover in 

| the Milaneze, he has been obliged to riſk two C: 
conſiderable battles, ' in which he has loſt more 
than us, The court, in order to encourage the 


army in Italy, has made a promotion of officers 1 
, there, f more than in our armieson the Rhine, which his 
has given great umbrage to ſome. In my opinion, th 
| the conduct of the court in 04h reſpect, has been By 


9 no other than reaſonable. I, Becauſe the 

greater the danger is, the greater ſhould be 

"the reward. 209, Becauſe thoſe officers who have K 
| ſeen 


| {14 
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ſcen the moſt ſervice muſt ceteris paribus, be 
ſuperior to others; and, conſequently, ought to 
be provided for, before thoſe who have nothing 
but ſeniority of commiſſion on their ſide: but the 
truth is, that it will be impoſſible todo juſtice to 
every officer alike, or to find rewards ſufficient to 
inſpire them with an emulation for excelling each 
,other in national merit, unleſs by eſtabliſhing the 
improved ſcrutiny between thirty of equal rank. 


This year marſhal Villars died at Turin, in the 
eighty-ſecond year of his age. He was the only 
general worthy of being put in competition with 
prince Eugene. I hardly know which deſerved 

the prefererite. It is certain however, that the 
former poſſeſſed in a more eminent degree that 
importzpt qualification in a general, and which 
Cæſar preferred above all others, diſpatch. 


He was truly an illuſtrious man ; for he pro- 
- cured the greateſt advantages to his country, by 
his own excellent military talents, eſpecially, by 
the happy conſequences of the battle of Denain. 
But it would not become me, who am his couſin- 
germain to expatiate on this head, 


. | The 
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"The Englih,and-Dutch, bo are trading na- 
. . — inclined to Peace, ar! 
deſirous of accommodating. matters between the 
emperor and, his allies, on one ſide; and France 
andd ita allies on the. other, and for this purpoſe 


haue affered their mediations to the two parties, 
3 een : 


* be aodivieg powers hows juſt publiſhed. a 
:Þlancof pacification, Which, as is generally, the 
(6a, pleaſes neither party; becauſe. to bring a- 
bout an accommodation, it is neceſſary that both 
i ſides ſhould give up. a part of their pretenſions, 
and neither will be the fixſt to yield. 


By this plan, it appears that the Engliſh, (who 
deem moſt inchped..,co fayour the en 
| -famobtba lie ds nen. 3:3 


"Bug! in truth, che mediating powers ſhould have 
. Propoſed a better and, more ſolid plan; , namely, 


to join with {cveral other powers in Europe, in 
ſubſcribing to the five fundamental articles, for 


the eſtabliſhment of the European diet hereafter 
following. 
This 


| Beeauſe from the natural conſequences of the 
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This league, to be compoſed of the Engliſh, 


- Portugueſe, Dutch, Danes, Swedes, the Switzers, 


and the Venetians ; ſhould declare to the bellige- 
rent powers, party that the which ſhould refuſe 
to ſign theſe articles, and to deſiſt from hoſtilities 


-and ſubmit to an arbitrate decree, ſhould be con- 
ſidered as the diſturber of the peace {of Europe, 


and the common enemy of the alliance. This 


- . would have been the only proper ſtep they could 


have taken. Firſt, Becauſe for want of ſuch an 
eſtabliſhment the war may be renewed again in 


three or fout years, which will occaſion a hew 


expence and trouble to put a ſtop to it. 2dly, 


European diet, the ſeveral powers having nothing 
to fear from foreign or domeſtic wars, would be 


\ eaſed of an inimenſe expence, which they might 


apply to forming uſeful regulations, and paying 
off their debts, and this would be more than a 


tripple or quadruple equivalent to the belligerent 
powers, for the pretenſions they might give up to 
ſecure a permanent peace, ſince all future diffe- 
rences whatever, would be, for the time to come, 
terminated without war, in the ſame manner as 
by the Germanic diet; although there are a 
number of faults in this latter, that might eaſily 
be avoided in the European diet. 
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| HAT the ſeveral powers of Europe, who 


$2 | hall fign the following articles, ſhall; 
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"$deondly; 'To procure Cut und petit ſe- 
curity againſt all wars, ci and foreign. 


Thirdly, To entered ſe- 
_ -eurity for the preſervation of their own perſon, in 
” and. of their IRE the throne, U 


F en To procure a full and perpetual ſe- 
curity for the preſeryation of their dominions and 
rights, in the condition in which they at preſent 
hold them, agreeable to the lateſt treaties: 


Fiftlily, To make a "conſiderable diminution: 


in their great militaty expences, that they may 
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employ themſelves more uſefully in augmenting 
the riches and happineſs of their ſubjects. 


Sirthly, To eſtabliſh all poſſible freedom of 
trade. | | | 


Seventhly, To have a full and laſting ſecurity 
for the abſolute and perpetual execution of the 
promiſes made to each other, as well thoſe that 
are paſt, as thoſe that are to come. 


Eighthly, To have full ſecurity, that all diffe- 
rences, preſent and future, ſhall be determined 
without having recourſe to war; in which they run 
the hazard of loſing all the expence ariſing from 
that fatal method, and even a part of their domini- 
ons; but that theſe differences ſhall be terminated 
in a judicial manner, agreeable to the Laws of na- 
tions, without ſubjecting the conteſting parties to 
any other loſs than that of the thing in diſpute. 


Ninthly, For ſecuring, in conſequence of this 
exemption, from the expences of war, and the 
fears that the loſs of a battle, naturally occaſions, 
a preſent, ſolid, and advantageous equivalent for 


all their reaſonable pretenſions, and expectations 


of increaſing their power, by making conqueſts 


upon each other. 
T 2 The 
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The members of the European body, in order 
to terminate between themſelves all differences, 
preſent and future, have renounced, and do here- 


by renounce for themſelves, and their ſucceſſors, 
the fatal and ruinous method of arms ; and do 


agree to make uſe only of that of conciliation in 


the diet of Europe, by the mediation of plent- 
potentiaries, choſen from the members of the 
European body; and that, in caſe, this medi- 
ation ſhould not prove effectual, they agree to 


| abide by the judgment of the other members re- 


preſented in the diet by their.plenipotentiaries, 
to the plurality of voices in a proviſional decree, 
and to the three -fourths af the voices in final 


| OS 


dene 
The nineteen chief powers of Europe ſhall be 
invited to ſign theſe five fundamental articles for 


dite forming of the European'body ; to wit, 


7 | Firſt, The Emperor; 


* 


hirdly; 
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- Thirdly, The king of Spain ; 
Fourthly, The king of Portugal __ 
Fifthly, The king of England, de of 
Hanover ; k 
Sixthly, The republic of Holland; 
Seventhly, The king of Denmark; 
Eighthly, The king of Sweden; 
Ninchly, 
— The king of Poland Flector. of 


. Tenthly, The Czarina , 


Elevenchly, The Pope; 
Twelfthly, The elector of Brandenbourg ; 


—— The cleftor Palatine, and his 
ui. 


he decrer, and give ſecurity for repairing the in- 
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An The republic of Venice „ 
Eighteenthly, The king of Naples, and his 
allies ; 1 unn 
Nineteenthly, The king of r nd * 


allies. 


Each of theſe are to have a voice, and to con- 
tribute according ta their reſpective revenues and 
charges, to the common expences, for the ſub. 


ſiſtence of the troops of the general alliance, kept 
on the frontiers; and this contribution ſhall be 


regulated, at the congreſs by the plurality of the 
voices of the allies, in a proviſional decree, and 


five years afterwards by —2 1 of the voices 


h 4 » * 
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If any one of b the — any or other 8 


Powers, ſhall refuſe to abide by the arbitration of 
the diet, and to execute the decrees of the grand 


alliance; if he makes any preparations for war, or 


ſhall endeavour to fet on foot any negociations 
tending to diſunite the allies; the grand alliance 
vill regard him as a diſturber gf the peace of Eu- 
"rope, and at offenſively againſt him, until ſuch 


time as he ſhall accept of the arbitration, execute 


jury 
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It is agreed, by the members of the European 
body, that their plenipotentiaries ſhall, by the ma- 
Jority of voices, in a proviſional decree, and after 
the term of five years, by three-fourths of the 
voices in final determination, regulate, in the per- 
petual diet of Europe, all ſuch articles as they 
ſhall eſteem of importance, towards procuring a 
more firm union and ſolidity to the! body politic 
of Europe; as likewiſe an additional ſecurity for 
each of its members againſt all future events; 
and alſo all ſuch other advantages as are likely to 
reſult from this perpetual union. Furthermore 
there ſhall be no alteration made, in any of theſe 
five fundamental articles, without ewe 
conſent of all the members. 


There has lately 2 a. n by 
the biſhop of Papoul to the people of his dioceſe, 
wherein he tells them, that upon being made a 
member of the congregation of the oratory, he 
had ſigned the appeal from the bull Unigenitus 
to a future general council, and, that afterwards 
to be made a biſhop he had revoked this appeal; 

T4 but 
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but, that being at preſent convinced that the ſaid 
bull was not agreeable to ſound doftrine, he re- 


canted his former revocation, and entered his ap- 
peal anew at the fame time, and aſſures them, 


that he quits his biſhoprick to retire from the 


world, and do penante for having thus ſacrificed 
truth to * ambition, 


The name of thisbiſhop is Segur and brother 


to the Marechal de camp ef that name, he was 
born at Perigotd. His biſhopric was worth a- 


bout thirty thouſand livres per ann. and he has 


only reteined a ſmall abbey for his maintenance. 


* un your old. 


„Tee N this aftion; an it 
required great courage in the execution ; but 1 


myth queſtioft, whether the biſhop had ſuitable 
ideas of God, as a being of perfect wiſdom and 


goodneſs. The bigatted Indian, who- throws 
himſelf beneath the chariot-wheels of his God 
Somnionocottom, to be cruſhed to death, in hopes 


ofpleafing him, performs an action that has ſome- 


hat great in it, as it cannot be done without a 
great ſhare of courage, but is it therefore the 


more reasonable, virtuous, or praiſe-worthy ? 
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| It is with pleaſure that I fee-the council con- 
tinue to labour at the private office, held at the 
chancellors, upon the ſcheme of forming a code 
of the Prench law, to be uniformly followed in 
all the provinces of France. There has already 
appeared a very comprehenſive ordinance in rela- 
tion to deeds of gifts, between living parties. It 
was publiſhed in Feb. 1731, and another in the 
month of Auguſt of this preſent year 1735, relat- 
ing to wills. Theſe two ordinances do not make 
above the four and twentieth part of the whole 
plan, fo that by the time they have taken to form 
theſe, we may partly judge, that the firſt ſketch 
of the French laws, will be finiſhed in about forty 
or fifty years. I call it a ſketch, becauſe it will 
be continually improving by the practice and ob- 
ſervations of the judges and civilians communi- 
cated to the general office of legiſlature by the ſe - 
veral parliaments in the kingdom every five years, 


Towards the end of this year, we heard, with 
equal ſurprize and ſatisfaction, that the principal 
articles of pacification between the emperor and 
his majeſty, had been ſigned at Vienna in the 
month of Oftober, and that- a ceſſation of arms 
had been agreed to, until our allies ſhould de- 
glare their acceptance or refuſal of the articles re- 
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he ener rate ingots 
to this kingdom, which is, the uniting of the 
dutchy of Lorraine to the French crown after 
the death of king Staniſlaus. When the duke 
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T Hk eee did me the fa- 


wur his year co ſend me a ell pamph- 
let of his, in which it appears, that he has ſet on 


foot a foundation for inſtructing five or fix hun- 
dred young |; Savoyards children, who are at pre- 
ent employed in Paris in ſweeping of chimnies, 
cleaning of ſhoes, and other like ſervile offices: 
On reading his pamphlet, the n n 
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Iltf it is true, that the two eſſential points of the 
chriſtian religion are, to obſerve juſtice every one 
in his ſtation, for fear of diſpleaſing God, and be- 
ing condemned to aneternity of hell torments, and 
practiſe righteouſneſs, in order to pleaſe him, 
and obtain à place in heaven; agreeable to the 
words of our ble ſſed Eord, quoted by St. Mat. in 
two ſeveral places, in the 7th chap. of his goſpel, 
ver. 12. For this isthe law and the prophets ; and 
ver. 22, and 40, And on theſe two" commandments 
Bang all the law and the prophets, it follows, that 
our catechiſms may be greatly improved; yer 
reſpect to practical morality,” 


I. It would be neceſſary then, to inſtruct theſe 
poor children what are the acts of juſtice and be- 
neficence that fall more immediately within the 
_ Therg of their condition; always obſerving to 
add the two great motives of puniſhment to be 
: dreaded, and happineſs to be attained, | 


II To inſtruẽt them in the means of acquiring a 


habit of religion, by repeating ſeveral, times in, a 
day, the two following exclamations, the one of 
a chriſtian ſoul in diſtreſs, O bas everiaſting tor- 
ment ſhall I ſuffer in hell, if I die more unjuſt than 
beueficews. The other when elated with a joyful 

hope, 
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Hope, Oh what bliſs ſhall T taſte in beaves for ever, 
Li T de more yrs yard mw fal. 


m. There Gould * a catechiſm wade for 
e ads of injuſtice; which they 
are capable of oommitting in a greater or leſs 
duties, and by which they may diſpleaſe God; 
men, 88" vn wand they foeuld do unto you : Pay 
' what you -oxe ;, aft\no more than your due: Be not 
| angrateful : Au. 1 a4 — 


we different good aftions they are capable of ; 
in particular, to forgive injuries, to bear with 
| | Tag 5/2 mapa to. do wor good 
. "be too rigorous in ex ; what others owe to 
| 


them. 70 conclude, 


1 1 5 Pen de ir che Printed inflruc- 
= of che Abbe de Pont-Briant, had tend- 
ed a little” more to inculcare the obſervance 
2a practice of. Juſtice and morality, the govern- 
ment would have been more ready to promote 

| this pious eſtablſfument, * 


Thus 


IV. They balls be learne a like catechiſn of 
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This year the king {ent members of the acade- 
my to Peru and to Lapland, to meaſure exactly 
a degree upon the equator in each of thoſe places, 
with a view to the greater W 
geographical charts. | 


It is faid that this undertaking will coſt the go 
vernment upwards of an hundred thouſand 
crowns, or fix hundred thouſand livres. I ſhould 
greatly approve of this ſcheme, if I could per- 
ſuade myſelf that the nation will benefit more by 
this improvement in geography, than if the ſame 
ſum had been laid out in paving and repairing 
the public roads that ſtand in need of it, or in 
ſome other work of a public utility. 


This made me ſo much regret the three mil- 
ſions of crowns that were expended on the works 
at Maintenon, the eight millions of crowns laid 
out on the buildings. at Verſailles, and the two 
hundred millions expended by the late king in 
carrying on wars, by which he beggar'd his ſub- 
jects, in ſtriving to impoveriſh his neighbours, 


Yer ſuch are the kings that fattery has 


propoſed to poſterity as models of goodneſs and. 
deneficence. 
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| the hands of a governor and a preceptor, in com- 
pliance with the uſual _ as if that was the 
beſt. 


* 


* giring a 1 3 to our 3 
the principal view ſhould; be to ſtrengthen and 
improve his mind in the habit of practiſing juſ- 
tice and beneſicence, before that of acquiring 


learning and erudittan. 


It is certain that a good e takes in both 


theſe objects, but as a ſtrong habit of juſ⸗ 
tice and beneficence, joined to an indifferent 
knowledge, is much more amiable and uſeful, 


both to hitnſelf and others, than great knowledge 


| Joined to a middling degree of virtue, that is, to 
a mixture of vices and virtues, it would be but 
reaſonable, that out of ſix hours employed in the 
buſineſs of education, four at leaſt ſhould be deſ- 
tined for gaining a habit of virtue, and the other 
twofor acquiring the improvement of knowledge: 
But in the education of youth now a days, we 
| hardly find half an hour ſer apart for inſpiring 
them with the love and practice of theſe two vir- 
tues, through the fear of eternal puniſhment, 
and the hope of everlaſting rewards. 
when 
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Therefore it is not to be wondered that re- 
ceiving ſo bad an education from our parents 
when we enter upon the world, we are {o apt to 
eſteem thoſe only, who diſtinguiſh themſelves by 
their curious or extraordinary knowledge, and 
We are ſuffered, in our earlieſt youth, to ſet a 
value upon credit, riches, and power, without 
being taught that theſe qualifications are eſtima- 
ble and praiſe worthy, only by the good uſe we 
make of them, and. by the obſervance of juſtice, 
and praftice of goodneſs, * 


The preſent emulation then, is not like that 
of - Cato's, who ſhall become moſt virtuous, but 
who ſhall become moſt powerful, and acquire the 
greateſt intereſt and fortune, by talents, deceit, 
adulation and calumny. 

This defect in the general plan of Education, 
becomes of a more ſerious conſequence in the 
education of a dauphin, whoſe conduct is one 
day to be an example for his ſubjects. 


The declaration of the 3d of April this year,, 
which obliges the communities to lay up corn in 
their granaries for three years, is a wholeſome 
and uſeful ordinance, in as much as it is a ſuſſi- 
_ cient prevention againſt the falſe fears of a dearth, 

; 
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e wen be af u very bad ceraders- 
cy, by taifing' the price of corn, which 'for the - 
-rirn& oceuſtons a ſort of dearth; befides, by erec- 
"ing theſe ſtope houſts, there is time given to 
bditing up u fret ſupply from thofe provinces 
— ind likewiſe from abroad. | 


Bit to benim this a Ppfehenfon entir rely, it | 
| will be neceſſary that e public | ſhould be 
fied that this ly will be ſtrictiy obſerrecf by the 


communities. N I do not think that the, de- 
| claration of the council has ſufficienly provided 
for this; and indeed, I think the ſame method 
| ſhould be obſerved at Paris, as at Straſbourg, 
4 mung AIAN nne, 


its 8 divided into two. parts, knen the 

| lieutenant of the police, and the provoſt of the 
merchants,” who have each their re pective offi- 
cers of juſtice under them. But there ſhou'd be 
only one cbᷣurt and one preſident or magiſtrate 

ol the police; and there ſhould be a diſtinction 
of civil affairs, into thoſe of the private and ge- 
neral polices ; affairs of private policy, c or ſöch, 


Trg. Fer. griert 


as relpe& individuals, might be decided by 2 , as 
EPS i appeal. to the parlia- | ad 
| F f men t, 0 
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ment, und the affairs of general policy, ur thoaſl®s 


that regard the neceſſaries, conveniences and fafe- 


general policy hand be independent of the par- 
liament, and be enfwerable for the affairs of che 
metropolis to no one but the king or ſecretary 


of ſtate, from whom only he ſhould receive his | 


 ondens, © He even ſhould have the power and 
authority of governor of the city, which is at pre» 
ſent 2 mere titular poſt, and as ſuch ſhould be 


entirely ſuppreſſed and united in the king. 
There is wanting in this declaration deer 


_ fine for ſuch who break the law, and ſuitubit re- 


wards for thoſe who obſerve it ; one third of the 
' fine ſhould be given to thoſe who obſerve it, and 
b r a LOSER | 


ene ee nine thts 
| before us: when thare is roo much corn in the 
kingdotao i is fold tod cheap, ſo that the farmers 
cannot pay their rents, act the people their taxes 4 
the labourers are diſheartned for want of em 
ployment, and thoſe who have ground, will ſow 


their profit z and perhaps in a year or o ufter- 
wands-chere hall be a ſcarcity of corn, or a had 
For. II. U _ harveſt; 


ty of the inhabitants, and the ſeveral regulations 
on this head ſhould ti wholly determined by the 


u wick what is likely ro tutn out maſt to 
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_ quintal+, it will. be very caly far. every inten- 


- , and to prohibic che ſending any abroad wen che 
price of the quintal exceeds .the ordinary. rate, 

and on. the contrary to allow-it when. it is under 

price. „ . 18 
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i chefs fow-yeurs wa 


: . | . ntry. 
Ther preferred vain glory to the true; th "IM 
I do not pity them, nor does the commonweulth 
regret their os. 110 mY WY 12. £442 &. 3736 S280 


ee ptic; n Asie abode 137: 
* We h x at ted. an error this year, nt 
regard to Avignon; e might have P. 
N of the emperor and the duke of Lorraine aim; 
diſtriet adjoining to the patrimony of St. Peter 
about 100,000 crowns 4 year, to. 
Avignon in return, which is of no advantage to 
e eee 
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emperor che entire 
| hundred millions that were expended in the laft 
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| | held at Soifſbns, count Zinzendorf the imperial 
miniſter propoſed to give us Lorraine, to engage 


us to accede to the treaty for guaranteeing to the 
poſſeſſion of his domiffions, . 
we have by our own fault loſt u of un 


wat, - men, ſince we agreed 
to this acecffion at laſt, in conſideration of hav- 


ing Lortajne yieldedito us for we ould bare 
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becauſe no one would have, had any reaſon to 
. = 


19 wo 29 e 7 fl 


ia every electiom payed this year 1736, 0 4. | 
mand the ſame ſum from them all, wien am or- 
der to rue it upon the plan 
oF the former declarations, the tentk 


that of the mills; and on 1 
whoſoever ſhould be found guilty of 
temh by « falſe declaration, halt forſcie four 
times the value, half to the company, and the 
ather half to the colieQtors of the tax, who 


mould be allowed a/ in ehe livre for colleding 


it, and this to he payed over and above the ſub- 
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As to the towns, chey would have nothing to 
o 

Aad as to he bs as the method of 2 
tax by a tariff would have been then eſtabliſhed, 
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In Februury we beheld the diſgrace of Me. 
2 the ſeals and ſecretary of 
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fly wich his own — being contented 
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England and Holland, accuſed him of having 
adopted that deteſtahle maxim of the cardinals. 
Richeliew-and Mazarin, Tat 4 miniſiar u 
ſects himſelf againſt thoſe who y aud cahemmiate 
hint, be mig fir up a war, » 
e. f 


cg eee eee nen bn 


be vere die Wecho⸗ 


An of this; on the contrary, I have heard 


it ſaid, hat it was his. deſign, whenever the car- 
dinal;ſhopld die or retire from buſineſs, to bring 


about. the eſtabliſnment of the Diet of Europe: 


and indeed this Pian is fo great, ſo noble, fo 
Ts «OT Bi that the miniſter 
who 


in dhe qiniſtry, Eis enemics.allow him u heve. 
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fulneſs in expedients to undertake it, would by 
that alone tender himſelf neceſſary both to king 
and people. FE {+631 1 Witt or; 2c 324 
MAW: tint? 44” 1 bs * | 
+ The Benedictines of the congregation of St. 
elected; Don Lanncau in his place. 


+ Wheace,comey it that we have made ſo much 
progreſs in knowledge than in virtue? 
it that the world abounds ſo 
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tion, which is now the dwelling of injuſtice and 
wickedneſs, would hecome the happy manſion of 
_ Juſtice und beneficence,” und be peopled with 
mine, Cho woult be pranſported from hence to 
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» 'Fhe eight court of parliament - have had. n., | 


difpuce with their fink preſilens Pellerier 3-4 
p tend that they haue 8 right» to aſſemble d 


convoke the parlament on any affairs that · relate 


to the king's council, nor ſuffer any thing to be 


propoſed there that is contfary to the king's will, 
and that in malt affairs of which the king reſerves 
the cognizance ta himſelf, he, the preſident, may 


. refuſe toafſemble the courts Fug opera 


the miniſter uo know if the king will or will not 
reſerve to himſelf the — of the 1 


1 $131, 6h Wt , * x 
neee es Geb pete ee then 
ij on certain occaſions the frſt preſident, before 
he propoſes any queſtion for their deliberatign, 
ol which he may be in doubt, deſires to know | 
whether it is the-king's will or not that he ſh&pld 

dhmble the courts on ſuch queſtion ? And in 
wil | | effect, 
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_ efſeh/the very-affair which gave riſe to this diſ- 
pute hid been already brought before-the coun- 
| cl who bad pads on b. „ bn ray 


mt and lose their time while this matter is ad-- 
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15 of rigbt belunging to this court; eſpecially what. re- 
Auras 10 the right and freedom of deliberation, of which 


e e eee , 541 eee 29. 711 
2 the courts have done no buſineſs 

for u fortnight, to che great prejudiee of per- 
e ae cer depending; and eame from 
the Uiſtant provinces, and muſt m 


julting. Bur is it right that the people ſhould- 
ſuffer for diſputes of ſo ——— to the 
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| fuſed" en ibe 1 5th. e February and the following 


days, has come 10 a reſolution, that it will continue, 
to. obſerve the ancient cuſtoms, rules and diſciplines 
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here it might be faid pi „ fer boch 
na eee and yet 
nothing has beer dk nes on cicier fide. m_ 

1t'is ſaid; that the rginiſtry by the advice of 

Apuelkau Hud given the parinment to under- 
ſtand,” that if n did not compromiſe matters, 
and in conſequence of that the cauſe ſhould be 
brought before the . 
e fas mem 0 


among the divines, which communicated irſelf 
to the who were for the moſt part filly” 


enough to run into parties, and hate and perſe- 


cute each other in a thouſand different ways. 
Arid here I cannot forbear relating ao/affuir that: 


rere ö 
N üchüor of de Sorboiie, ee 


nila af a Mollniſt and encourager of that ſpirit” 


of perſecution which is for creating a ſchim in 
the church of Prance, publiſhed in 1736 two 
new letters; in which he attempted to ſhew, that 


it was the duty of every good catholic to look 


upon thoſe people called Janſeniſts, who oppoſe 
the bull Unigenitas, as excommunicated and re- 
and to avoid joining them in che 
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the plague : And. i the tigle-page of this figg- 


- work, he puts, written by the Abbot dr St. Pierre.- 


I cannot conceive what could induce the tian to 
rage wile. 05/7 nacae on fuck an occalion. 
1* n 
eee 
propeciy be called the firebrands of ſeditian, and 
are for excommunicating inthe fury of their zeal 
| everyone: who, dogs not happen ta yh we: 
e . A e 


"Bar 3k N e . 
that I think there is not a duty moxe ſtriftly in- 
Joined us by religion than to obſerve juſtice and 
benevolence. towards each other, if we mean to 
be acceptable to God. and merit eternal happi- 
_ naſs ; I is my opinion therefore, that we not 
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forbrarance for thoſe hom we think in an er- 


| ror but evenendeavour to do them all the good 
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| other day on the learned and elegant manher in 


which" thoſe letters were written : '< Father,” 
« ſays I, I conſult above all thin | 
« of the church and tate, 
* from bein 
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* 8 not dy 
* maybe acquainted with ber to-morrow y but 
* charity may be icrecoverably wounded thro' 
and contempt, and that 
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Our neighbour's errors... purſued L. are un- 
, doubtedly faults, but then spe, involuprery 
ones, for no man would ould willingly, be deceived. 
Al they are not-wilful errors. (they are 

_ ble; and when they do pot like fl the precise 
4 of chriſtian-charity they can never do any. harm 

4 to. ſociety 4 but perſecution. is aN volun- 
buy, for he who perſecutes intends to perſe- 

4 cure, and is incxcuſable, inaſmuch as he is al- 

4 ways auated by a motive of injuſtices for is 
LO ne what, you, would not 

< they ſhould do unto you? Therefore nothing 
can be more detrimental to ſociety, and te- 

« pugnant to true chriſtian charity than that 
1 "ſpirit of hatred, impatience and perſecution 
_ & that is met with among Two iy" 
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Since "the diſgrace Gre rage 
l there has been a talk of many perſons 
to be appointed by the cardinal tg TY 
"but, to fay the frurk, 1 know no one 

Þ.the kitg could Þ much conbde in the 
7 Ale et Orleans, i being a near relation of the 
X -Wuphin's, and a perſon of the g greateſt probity, 

one; who is Wette to all oppreſſion, and a warm 
| N nevalence 7 but there 
is one great obſtacle, which is that” from u wiſ- 


taken notion of religion; _ be will nevit venture 
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that he may 
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to govern well, and a reſolution of being guided 
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niſter an honeſt man, and one diſtinguiſhed for 


thorough knowledge may be ſupplied by the abi- 
licies of others; which will be no difficule thing | 
when a political academy and the method by | 
ſcrutiny ſhall” be eſtabliſhed; and are fur from [ 
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This falſe notion it was that made ſeveral of the 
ancient fathers refuſe: ro accept of biſhopricks 
however, as the cardinal, who is now upwards 


of eighty-four, being born in 1653, very pru- 
ently thinks of ſecuring a ſucceſſor, who may 


like himſelf have the good of the public always 
at heart, and make tha his principal obje&h, he 


ought to propoſe” ſome perſon to his majeſty, 
be prepared for it at a diſtance. ' I 


———ů morn coun- 


his juſtice and probity, than a great genius 
witly only a ſmall ſhare of virtue; his want of a 
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wieaght-ae\che-incercellion of che late denchn 
Paris, who had figned the appeal againſt the Bull 


reality" of theſe miracles ; and to prove by infe- 


rence, een was | 


2 te 


r 
head that the king had been impoſed upon by 


his miniſtry in this affair, was enthuſiaſt and 


madman enough-to take a journey to Verſailles 
about a week ago, purpoſely to preſent his ma- 
jeſty with -a-copy of his book which he had de- 
dicated to him, and in the firſt page of which. 
he tells him, he has been impoſed upon by his 
miniſters: The king immediately ordered hit 
„„ 
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It is certain ered ee | 
ſerved to be puniſhed for ſuffering his fanaticiſm 
to ger the better of the reſpect he owed the king 
and government, and for having been guilty of 


an action that tended to revive thoſe diſputes - 
which had of late been buried in oblivion z but 


indeed inſtead of committing him to the baſtilte, 


I chink chey ould have ſent him to a mads | 
- houſe, till he had given proofs of having recovered + 
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rr guilty 


 Unigeniias, publiſhed a book in defence of the -- 
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cies, wich contempt, than. de make aſerious mat- 
ter of them, by infliſting a formal puniſhment. 
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by conuempt was more frequently. made uſe of 
by the 4or' faules;'of this nature: 


Which, to ſay the truth, ate rather the follies of 
heneſ men, than the crimes of villains There 
ir eden ſome lirge- injuſtice. in treating as-crimi- 
nal a Well meaning honeſt man who does evil in 
' chdeavoiying co Joigoads ot moe 
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But ſuch a man ought; to bg taught by impri- 
ſonment, that be 1s guilty of in action that, de- 
ſerves puniſhment, in endeayouring; to diſturb 
tlie pence of the community, and ſet himſelf up 
fot A prophet inſpired from heaven; and on the 
other Rand, the miniſter, ſhould. conſider that 
13 theſ&crcory,; being wholely, involuntary, arg in 
falt no more deſerving of puniſhment than. the, 
accident.of. being. horn blind or lame, 
ee eee ene ene 
ata Den ina mim d quijquen mißt mereatur, 
n ſaith Sri Auguſtin, Lader 4 ja God me 
nan boni fuer anz la deſerves il. Now. freie 
and enthuſiaſts are not criminals, and ſhould be 
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© 4-was this day told an expreMon of the king's 
which is a proof of his goodneſs and compaſſion 
towards his poor ſubjects : When he was informed 
| ofighe\ death of the late grand-duke of Tuſcany, 
& 1 —— ——— 
khree millions which he was to allow the duke of 

Lorraine till he w in poſſeſſion of that Duichy; 
 Thejentbree- millions; ſaid he, come vrry à propos 
10 enable me tb diminiſb the taxes, and eaſe the 
—— And 
there has been actually a diminution of three 


millions in the tres pan 1!) ZE Amn! 
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N age, in ſound health: If this life is a. lot-· 
te dor happineſa, L.think I may ſay that, all 
ching conſidered, ane of the beſt prizes! has: 
fallen to my ſhare; and I would not exchange 
it for any other; | Beſides, T have comfonable 
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2ov2nr raul. Sl SAR as rh e bo 
— * 6 wee) wala wel, rote 
caliſongs handed about againſt many perſons of 
congurjan of both ſaucs , and even anonymous; 
letters! gireulated. yery:anjurious: to the teputa· 
—— court and city,. 
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all endeavours, 


who were innocent to uſe 
both by thenſelves and friends, 
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| in-onder en keep, up, his gde will not ſuffer 


any of the other miniſters to tranſaſt huſineſs 
wü che king Auring his illneſs, as thinking 
perhaps that affairs would not he fo well ma- 
naged as in his preſerice : I had hitherto enter- 
thought that he would have been glad to have 


the king acruſtom himſelf by degrees to goveri 


alone, tho perhaps leſs prudently at ficlt than 
with; his aſſtance z for certainly, it is tobe 
wiſhed'that a king would make the government 
of "his nga bo. ut" ma t eight and 
YI ts. — 
128.20! 019.46 4 NN bak ate 5 
e look uren ede de Herd. be 
much ſuperior to Richelieu in point of virtue, 
tho” far inſeriot to him in abilities for governing 
a ſtate. But an the whole, we ſhall have gem 
reaſon to repent the loſs of him; for be is mild, 
ann 
intentions, s. 
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The parliatnent of Paris has lately taken a 
very weak and inprudent ſtep. Mr: Montge- 
ron a couneellor of that parliament, ha is 4 
lile enthuſiaſtic in hipnotions about the pre- 
tended miracles of the late abbẽ Parisj) a> #4 
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. Wis peatitunents ogninlichere;woifore nies 
and other prieſts, and the biſhop! afViviersy for 
refuſing to admit him to the Communion at 
Eaſfter;-unleſs he would declare bis ſubmiſſion to 
che Bull-Unigentes ; 2 childiſh actzen on both 

des. The partiamens, inſtead of woating ſuch 
_ © puerile complaint with the contempt it de - 
ſerved, has ordered it to be laid before the king, 
and backed it with ſome very ſerious remon- 
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ach fire” 'of animobity between two 


ene — 


n. 7 .. 2 462 N favs 


; MI. IC ng 43115 1 . 107190 iy 0 HALT 1 


5 it the perſon to sem dür Montgeron fat | 


— endeavoured, to — 
fon chis friend, by remonſtrating to him that 
charity teaches us to forgive, the-faults. of our 
and fellow citizen, and that the diſ- 


neighbour 
charge of this daf would, he of, more conſe- 


of God, than: taking zhe Sacrament. at Baſter, 
Which in nathing more than an outward ceremo- 
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At is with great pleaſure thar i underſtand the 
controller general of the finances 
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dy been colfienitied at the k cltiGna of their 
enemies the Molinifts, was 
the lady ſuporior to this convent, and ſhe, it is 
ſaic bas declared berſclf u Janſen, und is very 
ane ft their party. The biſhop of Mont- 
e and 
C lately dead." 10 > 
a3 251.0; Dux}, 23 0K 94027 dd t D 
ue king has forbid the biſhops of Troye and 
Sante; the other two directors, to name a third; 
and the pope on his ſide has juſt ſent over a bull 
for giving ne direction of theſe convents to che 
bf eren. . en We 
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The archbiſhop- of Paris has depoſed or at 
leaſt ſuſpended the ſuperior from her functions; 
and this little affair has made u great noiſe at 
Paris. The execution of a bull in the kingdom 
without letters. patent firſt procured, has given” 
great umdrage to the parliament, as it is a kind” 
— exerciſed by the pope, indepen- 
dent of the king's authority; but perhaps ir may 
be ſpecified in the bull, thar- it was in Evtiſe-* 
quence of the king's deſire. 
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mark to make in telntion do what may appear 
bad in the charücders of thoſe miniſters of whom. 
I have ſpdken viader the reign of Lewis XIVth. 


They art to be excuſed partly on account of 


their want of knowledge in morals and politics, 
fing their miſter, whoſe darling paſſion, which. 
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loved or teemed for his juſtice and beneficencs 
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who plate their glory in being juſt and'benefi- 
dent, nor too much deſpiſe thoſe who are led 2 
way by. a vanity; like that of women and children. 
This is the eſſential part of education: but we 
cats hardly, perceive it, as being yet in the in- 
re end: let this then ſerve/as, 
ſome excuſe ſor the many capital errors commit 


tod by Lewis XIV, He may, be ſaid to have 
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do not deſerve puniſhment, nor good ones how- 
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miſpend the dvctrine of frre will, che late King 
i Willing to make it be recejv'd, and indeed 
_ the in jor part of our biſhops did receive it; but 
cane Noailtes' archbiſhop of Puris, who was 
by the Janſeniſts, after the death of 
Feen che NIV. fond means 'to' perſuade the” 
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but bis end can never be effected bus 
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. wait of the coaſt of Spain 
for four Spaniſh ſhips expected home, intending 
to mike reprifals for thoſe of their own nation, 
wich had been ſeized in America. But we are 
juſt informed that they have arrived ſafe at St. An- 
dero in Spain, 
ſilver and merchandize, of which 25 millions be- 
long to French merchants. Ho long will the 
Spaniſh miniſtry remain ſo deſtitute of reaſon as 
not to ſeek in the eſtabliſhment of the Diet of Eu- 
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will be owing to the negociation of the cougt de 
kMarck, and originally to the difficult but happy 
negociation of the late duke d'Harcourt, who 
with the cardinal Portocarrero prevailed on the 
late king of Spain, to make a will, in 1700, in 
favour ſows e the nnn 
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united might by this means render this long 
peace. perpetual in Europe, could they confide 
in each other without ever running into diyi- 
ſions; or making encroachments on either ſide; 
or if they would make the. perpetual peace. of 
which Henty IV, the moſt worthy of their prede- 
ceſſdra, was the planner, their ſole object; they can 
do nothing better, in order for ever to avoid the 
unhappy effects of an unjuſt ambition, and. diviſi- 
ons between themſelves, than to form the funda- 
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che ren «merits of Henry IV. and thefe of his 
Luis XIV. in order to ſtand as a lei- 
ſon of inſtruction to ſuch monarchs as are wiſe 
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have thought proper to give it to the reader, 
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they ſhould confent to ſuch ſupplics as are need- 
ful- for the maintaining with convenience and in 
© a proper degree of ſplendor the King's houſhold, 
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Potentate owes the ſame juſtice. b 
that his neighbours are indebted to 
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were able to reproach} Henry IV. with any in- 
juſtice or the leaſt breach of promiſe with them, 
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have entered into the offenfive war of 1667 with 
che Spdiliards; contrary! to his ſolemn :;proiniſe - 
and tertunciation : nor the other offenſive war 
with” the Dutch in 1672, norwithſtanding the 
offtt they made of giving him ſatisfaction for 
their injurious expreſſions. —And yet theſe rwo 
firſt wars, ſo evidently unjuſt! and imprudent, 
were undoubtedly the means of bringing on him 
the two laſt. wars, which were ſo deſtructive and 
ruinous both to himſelf and his ſubjects 3 for his 
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d, had it not been for the, hared be had 
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Fiom il 6 confieriinns then it will re- 
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low Louis the XIVth to have been, it cannot be 
doing him the leaſt injuſtice, but on the con- 
trary only. paying the tribute of mere juſtice 
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he was ſtill a greater man than his grand - 


| fon; fince it appears that he was certainly more 


juſt and beneficent, not only to his ſubjects but 
ally towards his neighbours, and that he was 
of a more exalted underſtanding and 
more extenlive talents for procuring happineſs 
+ Both to his own people and to the other nations 
of the earth. As to the laſt point which we 
hinted at on our ſetting out upon this compari- 
ſon, ſhould any one put the queſtion to me, 
which ſeems to have beſt deſerved the eternal 
rewards of another world ? I can make no other. 
reply than that it muſt be him of the two who. 
paid the ſtrifteſt obſervance to that doctrioe 
wherein conſiſta the Law en ee 
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